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I, THE CHARGE

The defendent Otto von ERDIANNSDORFF is charged under
Count V of the Indictiwknt, with the conmission of War Crimes and
Crinmes against Humanity as defined in Control Council Law No. 10,
in that he participated in atrocities and offcnses including
murdcr, extecrminetion end enslavement, deportation, lmprisomment,
killing of hostages, torture, pcrsecution on political, racial
and religious grounds and other inhumene and criminal acts against
German nationals and membeors of the civilian populations of
countrics and scrritorics under the belligerent occupation of or
otherwise controlled by Germanys

The defendent von ERIMAVNSDORTF vas also charged unter Count I
and II of the Indictment with participation in, planning, preparation,
initiation and waging of wars of aggression and with participation
in a common plan and conspiracy; and undcr Count IIT with Vaxr
Crimcs in that he participated in atrocitics and offenses against
prisoncrs of war. However, in the course of the trial the charges

under Count I, II, and III wore aliminatoed.



II. CAREER AND FOSITION OF RESFONSIBILITY .

The defendant Otto von ERDIANISDOREF vas born at Dresden,
Gemany, en October 22,'1888. He attended high sehool and univer—
sities in Germany where he studied law, and passed his bar
examination in 1918.

In 1918, he Jjoined the German Foreign Office as an attache,
was regularily promoted and became in 1928 an Embassy Counsellor in
China, after having served proviously in Riga, Mexico City and othor
places.

After Hitler came to power in 1933, von ERDLANNSDORFF was recall-
ed from the Far East and became Chief of the East Asia Group in the
Forcign Office: in 1936, hc was appointed llinister First Class. In
1937, he was sont to Budapest as Germaen Minister,

ALt the end of June 1941, he was rccalled from Budapest to the
Foreign Offioe in Berlin and from that timoe, he was Deputy Chief
@iinisturialdirigont) of the Political Division of the Foreign
Office. Until 41943, he was subordinatc to the Undcr State Secretary
Wocrmann, a defendant in this frial, and after 1943 to Jocrmann's
successor, under whom he worked until the cnd ef iiarch 41945. During
the years when ERIMAINSDORFF was active as Chicf of the Political
Division, his division consisted of some twelve to sixtcen scctions
(Referate) .

In May 1937, on tho eccasion of his transfor from Beorlin to
Budapest, ERTIANNSDORFF becam a member of the NSDAP. Ho wos also
a membor ef the Licaguc of latiomal Socialist Jurists.

The above-mentioncd porsonal data concorning this defendant
are contained in Prosecubion Axhibit 9 (Dod; Bley 15595 35), which
is an affidavit of the defendant von ERDIANNSDORFF. Before his arxost
in 1947, von ERTILINSDOAFR worked as onc of the assistants to the

public prosecutor in Hamburg, Geriany.
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The role of the Political Division in the mass-murder of =ix
million Jews 1s proven by hundreds of prosecution documentse As
deputy chief of this division ERDMANNSDORFF is responsible for
all criminal acts conducted in this division under his direction.
However, in order to avoid repetition, the Prosecution will limit
itself in this brief principally to those exhibits wailch show
his direct participations The other briefs concerning the
activities of the Foreign Qffice and its Political Division

should be regarded as part of this brief,



IVe ERTHMANNSDORTF'S RESFONSIBILITY FOR THE PLANNING
AND TMPLEMENTATION OF THE FPROGRAM OF EXTERLITIATING
THE JEVVS OF EUROFPE.

The established German foreign policy for persecuting the Jews
was extended and intensified after the cutbreak of the war and its
early successes. In 1941 at the Germen zenith of power in Europe, a
program for the persecution of all Zuropean Jews was initiated, and
the previous policy of driving the Jews out from the European
continent as paupers was replaced by the program of their complete
annihilation by actual murder.

Ameng the many documents proving this plan and its implementation,
is Prosccution Exhibit 1452 (Doc. Bks 59, ps 84), the record ef the
inf'amous ‘Janmsee Confcerence of German state secretaries and under

secretaries establishing an inter-departmental progrem of mass murder

unprecedented- tn. hislory. The Foreign Office was represented in this

conference by ths Chief of the Division Deutschland, Under Secretary
Martin Luthers In thisz deparimental conforence; it was resolved

"Jader proper direction the Jews should now, in
the course of the fimal solution, be brought to
the East in a suitable way for use as laborerses
In big labor gangs with separation of the

sexes, Jews capable of work are brought to these
areas and employed in road building in which
tzsk undoubtedly a great number will fall out
through natural diminution."

In order to leave no doubts that this was a program of calculat—
ed and merciless genocide, the record continucs:

":he remnant that finally is able to survive
asl this -+ sinecc this is undoubtedly the part
with the strongest resiztance - must be given
treatment accordingly, since thesc people,
representing a natural selection, are to be
regarded as the germ cell of a new Jewish
development, should they be allowed to go
free (see the exporience of history)."

(ppe 90 and 91 of the above mentioned

Ey_ho ?#52) &

There were of cCourse various aspects of foreign policy which
had to be discussed during this session since out of the sleven
million Jows scheduled for murder anly about 132 thousend wers

Gorman nationals (see page #9 of the same document). Hence, in
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that ERDMANNSDORFF co-sSigned the order for the deportetion of Jews
of Roumanian, Croat; and Slovak nationality, after the preparatory
pressure was brought t0 bear on the Roumanian, Croatian and
Slovak govermments. It is expressly noted in this official report
that &he deadly dispatch to the RSHA causiné the deportations has
been co-signed by ERmTAI\ll\TSIIJRI'.F‘, indicated in the German oriéinal
as "Dire Pols", transleted as "Director of the Political Division";
Section L of his Political Division (Pole IV) had also signed this
dispatche

The official rebort gives an exact account of the gruesome

story of murder conducted by diplomatic dispatchess This story

(See pe 132) reads as follows:

"The German Legation in Bucharest reports with reference

to D III 602 Secrct, that the Rumanian govermment would leave
it to the Reich govermment to deport their Jews along with
the German Jews to the ghettos in the East. They are not
interesfied in having thoe Rumanian Jews return to Rumeniae.

"The Legation in Zagreb has informed us that the Croat
govermment expresses gratitude for the gesture of tho Geman
government; but it would appreciate the deportation of its
Jews to the East (Compare D III 624 Secret)e

"The Logation in Pressburg reported with reforonce to

D III (61 Secret that the Slovak govermment is fundamontally
in agreement with the deportation to the Eastern ghettos« But
the Slovak claims to the property of these Jows should not
be endangcred.

"The wire reports have also becen submitted, as customary,

to the Reich Foreign Minister!s Burocaue. o

"On the basis of the reports of the ministers I have inform=
ed the Reichssicherheitshauptemt (Reich liain Security Office)
with reference to D III €61 Secret that tho Jows of Rumanian,
Croat and Slovak nationality could also be deoported; their
fortunca should be blockaed. The Director of the Political
Division, Section IV of the Political Division, Scetion IV
of the Legel Division and Section IV of the Division Tor the
Economic Policy have co~signed tho dispatches. Accordingly,
the deportations of the Jewa from the acaupied territories
was undertakons"

The report states clearly that tho authorization of the Foroign
Office — with the participation of the defendant ERDLANNSDORFF - wos
given to the Reich Main Security Office (RSHA), also knovm as GostapoOe

Thoy were the hangmen as it is pointed out in the IMT decision

(Vole I, po 250):






would have been disastrous in its consequences for his credibility,
for he had previously been confronted with his own signature on
" the very orders cited by Luther.

ERIIANNSDORFF*'s division also participated in ordering the
deportation of twenty thousand young Slovakian Jews to the East
through sending a respective order to the Germen legation in
Prossburg.. This order was signed by ERDMANNSDORFF's Political
Group IV, togethor with the Under State Secretary (dofondant
Wocrmann) and the State Secrotary (defendant Weizsaoccior)s

This 0pcm‘Eion is described in the official rcport as
follows (pe 133):

"The number of the Jews deported in this way to tho

East did not suffice to cover the labor nceds thoros
The Reichssicherhcitshauptamt thorefore, acting on the
instruction of the Reichsfuchror-SS, approached the
Forcign Office to ask tho Slovak Govermment to malke
20,000 young, strong Slovak Jews from Slovakia available
for deportation to the Easte The German Legation in
Pressburg Was provided by D IILL 874, with proper
instructione The instruction was signod by the State

Secretary, the Under Statc Secretary in charge of the
Political Division, and Section IV of tho Political

Divisione"
The official progress report of Luthor (Pros. Ex. 1455
Doc. Bke 59) cloarly establishes that the work of the dofeendant
ERTAANNSDORFF and his Political .Divis jon woa esscntial and
requisite in tho mass deliveries of Jews of non-Gorman nationality
to the doath camps of tho Easte Tho implemontation of the genocidal
program directly through ERTKANNSDORFF ombraced alono in these

instances tens of thousands of Southesstorn Europeon Jows.
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Proof that ERDIANISDORFF as acting chief of the Political
Division, took a consenting part in or was connected with the
persccution of the Jews all over Europe during the years 4941

to 1945, is contained in the following documents:
fe Slovekia.

When the German Minister to Pressburg, Ludin requested
directives and informaetion from the Foreign Office in Berlin
rogarding the deportetion of Slovekian Jews which had reached
a deadlock in the summer of {942 du%? the clerical intervention,
the defcndant ERDAIISDORFF was advised immediatecly (Sec his
none on the distribution list of Exhibit 4635 Book 60-A, p. 71)s
sﬁb—group IV D received the working copy (Exhibit 1635, Book 60—i,
pa 71)» The defendant ‘Jcizsaccker signed tho answer to the
request from Pressburg bringing prossurc to becar on the Slovakian
Prime Ministor Tuke Ly notifying hin of the German government
dissappointment over the escape from dcportation of the
35,000 Slovak Jews » ERDVANNSDORFR's section Pol. IV — which
had worked out the plan of action hore - was informcd also

of the action taken in the matter over Velzsacckcer!s signature

(Exhibit 1635, pe 72)s
2. Fronoc.

Another action in which ERDI&NISDORFF and his division
participated was the deportation of tho French Jews (Sce
Exhibita 1687, 1693 and 1702 in Docwicnt Book 60 B) » ERD-
MANNSDORFR! & Scetion Pole IT dealt with thuse murder alloca—
tions as can be seen on page 112 of this book, He himself
roceived one copy and his Pol. II reccived the working copy
of the abetz memorendun of August 20, 1940 abomt the anti—

Jewish measures which were to be undertalkcen in France, and,
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19Ll (on page 86), which was sent to ERDMANNSDORFF's Pol, IT for

information,

h. Dennmark

The valiant Danish King had succce:dlsd in protecting thg Danish
Jews even under German occupation, Therefore their deportation had
to be achicved through a night #ime Blitz-action, The defendant
. ERDIANNSDORFF tock a consenting part in this Blitz-action for the
arrest of the Jews in Denmark in 1943, His Scction Pol. VI, concerncd
with the Nordie countrics, worked on this mission together with other
divisions. The files show that ZRDMANVSDORFF!s Pol, VI helped to work
out the Blitz-aciion (Scc the words Pol. VI" on the margin of page 1k,
Doc. Bk, 60 B, Ex, 1669, and "Pol, VI" on page 35, same book, Ex. 3920).

The files de not reveal any objections on the part of ERDIIANNSDORIF
to the deportation of the Danish Jows. In fact, the files show that
the defendant ERDVAINVISDORFF, as Deputy Chief of the Political Division,
concurred-~for while filling a responsible office he offered no pro-
tests——with the attitude of the Forcign Office, especially the defendant
Stecngracht, in trying to prevent any successful intervention of the
Swedish government in favor of the Danish Jews (Sco ERD 1ANNSDORFF! s

RSle on page. 29, Doce ' Be, 60 B, By, 1672),

5. Serbia

The initial deadly mcasurcs against the Jews in Serbia, first

thrusting them into Concontration Canps, later killing them thore or

slaughtering then otherwise, were executed during tho yoar 1941, vith
the participation of the defendant ERIVANNSDORTT™, as can be proven

through Exhibit 171);, NG=335L; Dec, Bk, 61, b, 3'et seqe. Bart of thiis
action was worked out inVERDHANISDGRFT's Pol. IT as we sce from page
threc of Document Bool 61, The sending off of the Jows to the work

camps as ordered on September 13, 1941 (p. 5) was carried out only

after the diSpatch roceived the prerequisito signature of ERDMANNSDORFF!s

section Pol, IV,
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slaughter of the Jewish population of the Gerian occupied Zastern

Territories was reported in detail (ixh. 1741 and 1737..

The International idlitary [ribunal found Gauleiter von

3 dexr

Schirach guilty of war crimes and cgj_r..les against huulanity,

irthile he did not originate the
policy of deporting Jews fro. Vienna,

he particij pa ted in this_deportavion
attér he had become Gauleiter of

Vienna. e lmew that the best the
Jevws could nove for was a iseravle
existence in the ghettos of tne Sast.
Bulletins describing the Jewish el
teriinabions wers in his office.l
(i Decision, SVl Vi, 1o, 5 30.9)

Seyss-Inguart was found guilty of the murcer of the 120 000
Dutch Jews (see DRCKANNSDORFF's participation above), cespite his
claim, that they were ""held for resettlement!.

ThelmStound:
iIn the light of the evidence and

on account of his official position
it is impossible to believe this
claim.! (IL.T Decision, Vol. I, p.329)

ZRD. ANNSDORFF not only had bulletins in his office describing
the Jewisih exterminations, he had taken official cognizance of
many by initialling them. .oreover, IRDINNSDOJZFF was a Depubty
Chief of the Political Division, the heart of tine Foreign Office,
wiere the deportations of the Jews were not handled on a local

basis as in Schirach'!s office in Vienna or seyss-Inguart's ofifiiice

in the Hague, but on a Burope-wide basis.
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