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FIVAL PLEA DARRY

A

Darrt's position in the Third Reich.

The case of Darre is an exceptional one in the history of the Third

Reiches Only a few Ministers fell from grace in the Third Reicl. Darre

is among them. The history of his fall is the key to the underctending

of his character; his aims and his actions,

He was overthhown by Backe, his State Secretary, and Bormanm 5le
omaipotent chief of the Party Chancellery. Perhaps the i gude of

Himmler elso loomed in the bakeground,

1. At Easter 1947, Backe committed suicide. He was originally to have

-

been indicted, "hen he did away with himself, the plan o? o

-
0 AT

dustriel trial was allowed %o drope Then Darré, the

Minister who
hed been overthrown by Backe,

vas indicted as renresentotive of
the agrarian sector,

Again end sgain during this triel, the shade of Backe hos reopneared,

He was the first to sugzest in

the General Counsel for the Jour

Year Plan that foreign lsbor should be brought to Germany, if

necessary under compulsion,
Hitler and Goering commissioned Backe %o mate the nreparciions

in the agricultural sphere for. a possible war sfainst Rugsine At

the same time, Backe received the ordéer to keep this o= scerct

from Darrd,
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Finally, Backe is the suthor of those $wg agr?gu;;ural memoreads, which

were produced before the Russisn campaisn and are knovm under the

names "Green Donkey" znd "Brown Camell,

It is not necessery to investigate here, whether these ideas of

-~

Backe's were realized., Rather, it is the character vhich is zevorled

in these documents, which is of decisive importence.

1)

» Houshofer, an expert on the agravian policy of the Thixd Zoich,

of non—aryan origin and wictim of the 20th of June 1944, e:mrecsses

his view as follows:

! There was an extraordinarily marled difference between Doivh

and Backe, Whether in prazise or in blame, Darré was alwez s described
‘as an idealist. So long as the Party ﬁaintained the facade of
idealism, it was wont to sneak warmly of this idealism of Daorré's.
At the instant when the Party went over to the realism of its

neo—imperialism, Darré's idealism was repeatedly referzed to

in a derogatory and contemptous manner.

Backe was a realist vho had very early taken the stend of the
utter ecynic. Backe probably scon reached the conclusion that
Darré would not be able to succeed against the mighty congtellation
of his opponents, which included such diverse povers as Gacing,

Himmler end Ley and he therefore vnrobably recommended hinsoif

as the coming successor.
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Witness Dr. Schmitt, chairman of the Society of Persecutcecs of the

Mazi Regime: cqnf%rms this statement., This man, who lay for & yoers
in concentration camp, was Darrb!s docton £rpm 1938 tp 1941, Schmitt
speaks of 1Backg's cynical verfidy and his ambition, fer wvhich he
would commit murder". He had succeeded in teking Darré's nlace with

the slogan: "the slack and feeble Darré must go !

Backe's rise and Darré's fall took mlace in three stegese.
In 1936 the Four Yesr Plan was announced. The Ministry of Tool was

put under Gooring's command. Backe was Go-ring's agriculturcl

advisore.

At the beginning of the war Backe becezme the leading figure in the

Ministry of Food. Darré had informcd Hitler thet he refusecd resnons—
ibility for Backe. Hitler replied that he wented to work witlh Tocke,

Darré handed in his resignation. Hitler refuscd it.

Barly in 1942, Backe brought the matter to a head., Hitler decided in
his favor. Darrd was overthrovn and banished. The public was told

of a sickness of Darré's and people spread the rumour that he vios

mad.

Eigil epeets
To the same degree, Darré ceme into conflict with Gorrins ond the

economic policy supported bv him.
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1938, the grave crisis in German agriculture had baen declt vith

tod
(]
4

by the market regulations. The Four Tear Plan started a unci crisis

for Grrman agriculture. Large numbors begen to fly frﬁm the londe
Darré felt himself obliged to bring this flight to the aticntion of
the public. He demanded that the Party.propagate farming. I£ the
flight from the land was not overcome, then the Party had foilcel, This
specch and the Reich Farmers Confercnce in Goslar at the cnd of

1938 aroused an extraordinary scnsation. In leading voliticel

circles Darré was called a Frondeut,

A second result of Goering's economic policy was thet wrices sad
vages in industry increased. Thus thc vurckasing pover of ofri—
culture for industrial necessitics was seriously impeircd. Dorzh
decided on & sccond tkrust,In a memorsndum to CGoering and Iitlor on
2l Jarmuary 1939 he pointed out that 211 just end harmonious zo—
lationship betwecen industry and agriculture hed been lost. The
final conscguence of this chootic condition in German cconony as

the unstebla CUrTency.

Finally, Darrb saw the increasing danger of an economic imp-oislism
vhich would undoubtedly injure the farmers severely., On 25 Jonvery
1939 he sovoke in Munich before lesding ropresontatives of CGrouninn
industry, "7 emphasize this once agein becesuse we want to liold
ourselves clearly aloof from imporialist tondencies. The now order
ean only be based on honest cooporation between the peoples cand
never on dictatorship end cxploitation, for these were the neothods

of tho ; s : ;
f the old imperislism snd copitalism."
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Thus Darré and his agrerisn policy ceme into sherp conflict  -—ith

Gooring and his industrial policy.

Of decisive significance, howevern, was the eceonfliet which ovosc
botwecn Darré and the Partye

Darrd did not enter the Party until 1230. He was not smon~ tia old
warriors vho marched with Fitler in 1923. In background ~nd cdu-
cation ho differed fundamentelly from the radical powers of o
Partye. As a scientist his view of the world was organic oal cowld
not be understood by the dull materislism of many narty cizclcs.
His sympathy went out to the farmers, He wanted to-ensurc the ianer
poviers of resistence and stebility of agriculture. He wantecd to
maintain and protect it in a world filled with capitslist ond
collectivist powers, Tﬁis fight might have scemed hopoless. Derwd
took up the fight and tenaciously oursued his path until his

downfall,

Darrd mede German agriculture professionally self-adminmstrotive.
Such sclf-administration had been demanded in genoral by the nenol
cneyclical Quadragesimo anno, The grcat Vienncse Sociolocist Othmar
Spann supported similar theorics. Tho Party, on the other hond,

rejected these thoories and saw in the Reich Food Estetc the

embodiment of these idecas which thoy opposcd.

The Party considered ths Reich Food Istete as an slicn bodys -hoy
called it "the Roich Gontrary Bstato!" (Reichsquerstend) oz tho
"Reich Reactionary Tstate! (Reichsrod-tionacrstend). They waitol an
organization of agriculture which, like the German Labor Toont, was
inclined in favor of the Party orgenization. Darré on the other

hend, created the Reich
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Food Estate purposely, =2s a corporation of public rights which was
independent of the Party. Thus he naturslly came into coaflict 'vith the

Party's demand for totalitarianism,

Hig bitterest opponents here were Gauleiters qu@be}sa Koch, Terhoven,

Bucrckel end a few others whose names arc less well known.

&fnother cnemy was Ley. He wanted to incorporate land worltcrs into
the German Lebor Fronte. The result would have been thet class war—
farc would have been carried into the villages. Darrk, however,
succeeded in kooping them in the orgrnization for agricultural

professions,

A1l these currents united in the Party Chancollery. Then Boimenn, an
embittered opponent of Derrdé, becemo chief of the Party Chraccllery,
these powers prepered to strike the finol blow, Bormenn doclaored
Darré unfit for the Party. In the Party handbook it was str-bod writh
regard to Darrd that the Party rejected all forms of the corporcte
Stata. It was, moreover, bluntly stated, that such leaders os wore

not rocognized by the Party would be dismisscd.

At onec time Darrt had been a representetive of the farmers' ond
conservative wing of the Party. The more the radical powers como to

the fore, however, tho more his vosition was woakened until he wos

finally overthrowm,

Originally Darré was in closo contact trith Himmlor, which consolidated
in the years 1944 to 1946 into a political coalition, At thet time,
Darrt

© vas conducting a defensive battle against the Party, &tho

German Lebor Front and mejor povers in industry.

ey
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Originally Darré had boon protocted to a certain extont by Rochm.

Fa
2B

After his death Darrt wolcomed tho opportunity to reinforcc N

his hoavily contested position throuch a coalition with Himnilcer,

From 1936 onmards, however, Himmler .evineed tendengies tovords

=)

an cver stricter police regime, which Darr8 opposed. l‘he tcasions

P g
a ¥

grove (n 8 February 1938 Darré rosigned his honorery POST @s chi

Q

of the Rasse~ und Siedlungshauptamt, This was immediatzly aftcr the

(AAEERTR G TR

Blomberg—-Fritsch crisise.

Then, at the beginning of the war,Eixgler beceme Reich Commissar
for the Strengthening of Geormenism, Darrd broke with him commlotcly.

He did this regardless of the fact thait he brought upon himsclf the

cnmity of one of the most nowerful men of the Third Reich,

A1l these fects have been proved by numcrous documents snd testinonies
Only through them can one understend Derrd's position in the Thir
Reich, Goering, Goebbels, Himmler, Licy snd Bormann had unrcsiricted
acecess to Hitler, snd so had those Govlciters who were knom &s
particularly staunch opnonents of Darrdé, These men formed t1'2 lording
political group of the Third Reich, Gocring in the sphere of ccoaomic
policy, Cocbbels in cultural life, Himmler in the sector of covernment
and police, Ley #n the sphercs of labor snd soeial welfarc polies
Bormann, as the man vho hold the reins of Perty policy in his heads,
Tirst bechind the scencs and then blatantly in the opon. These mon,

not Darrd, had Eitlors oer. Darrb was rejected by this closc cirele
about Fitler, For them, he was a romontic. He was not a mmn oi

- no

violence ~nd was thercfore rcjected by thesc men of cuite » aifforent

stompae
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Small wonder that Fitler embraced thc outlook of thigtcirclos

dropned Darr8 and gradually took Facle in his place.

B-

The Prosccution described Darré as a supporter of National Soci-list
racial thcoriés. Derré, however, rejected the idea of the "liastor
Race! in its radiecal anti-semitic form as well as in its imporiclist
cxpression,

Dre. Haushofeor and Dr. Schmitt sgrece in stating that there vwas o

e [ )
lot to be said for Darrd's racial thoories, Neither in origin now
in aims did they have anything to do with nihilist theorics which

led te mass extormination.

The Prosccution also states thet Darch supported a theorctical

anti-semitism, Thoorics are not frcts snd snti-semitism as such is not

P} i~}

~

a crime aga‘nst humenity, The IMT judemont has already affirnod this.

In mality, however, Derrd was strongly opnosed to 211 violecnce ond

himsclf nrevented atiocks ageinst Jews in so far as he lo-rned of

o T B e,

thome
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The Prosccution objects to the Reich Istate Law (Rcichsorbhofcozotz)
on the grounds that it is =2n expression of Nazi idcologics. Jut in
actual foet the tredition of the inherited estete in Gormony is

very old ~nd hag nothing to do with recial problems. Wor is this

FPALEE -

tradition of the inheritence of family estrtes restricted to thc
sphere of Germanic law. The Jewish land regulations were oiso boased
on the principle of family estates at a time when the Jows on

an agricultursl pcople. This is revealed by the Third Rook of lloscs,

Chapter 26, whereby every tribe, every race, cvery famiily o sty

romain on the portion of inheritance zllotted to them by God. Ti
not

should such-a Law -/be introduced in Gormany, cspecisllv sinco i3

vas in accordance vwith ancient German traditions?

The Prosecution considers the arynnisation of tho soil a crisic
against humenity. The judemont in Casc Fo. 5 held a differcnd vi
The confiscation of proporty for sn adeguate remuncration is no® =

crime ageinst humenity. Crimes ageainst humsnity are crimcs dizeccied

against the life o~nd liberty of supprossed vcoples, but nos against

their property. And besides, every couatry has its expropric

Rt on

1avrge

Darré signed neither the law itsclf nor the implementary doc:

"CC w

This merns that under national law he was not responsiblc foxr

cither law, But he had to mccept tho legal vposition establichod bor
other ministers, and to issue an implementery decreas, The nrcciieal
slenificance of this decree wes nezlizible beceuse Jevish pronorty

VY,

in the form of
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farms and cstates was very smell indeed in Germany,

Finally, Darrt is alleged to have p;pmqtcd the Jewish policy

instituted by the 55,

It is true that Darré was honorary chief of the Rasse~ und Sicdlungs—

hauptent until 8 February 1938 and that in this capacity Lo clso
took o share in the instruction of the S®, But he hed difforcices
with Himmler even herc. Himmler did not like Darrd's policy.

And the judement in Case No 8 rightly cmphasiscd that the sctivitics
of the Rasse- und Siedlungshavptemt could not bo compleincd of

during Darrd's term of cffice. Daprréd had no influence, howevir,

on the later period.

: ITo

Reich Food Estate, Market regulations, Roarmcmont.

The Proseeution charges Darrd with the ‘so~called co-ordination

policy. According to the IMT judgmont the coordinstion polidiess Gras

not a erime, Besides, co-ordination in the agricultural sphere
took place on the basis of froe votes and Darrk did not build up
the Reich ¥ood Bstete as a Party affiliation but as an agricnliural
organization, indepcndent of the organization of the Party.

M1 <
Therefore there cen be no guestion of the Nazification of agri-

culture,

the
Agricultural market réguletions heve boon/contral problem of
agrarisn policy in 21) countriss sinco 1930, Similar measures

Viero teken everyrhere, serving to

=10~
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standardize the marlets and to raise the national revenue, In
every country the market regulations were adapted to the needs

of war and kept on after the end of the war, In Germany it storted
ag e peace-time institution and it would have been continued even

if there had been no war. To-day the demend for - market reu—

lations is listed in the Bavarian constitution as a constituiioncl

orinciple, All thds surely proves that the market resulations vere

not a preparation for wer.

3, Rearmament in itself is not an offense under internationrl LLyser
This was declared in the IMT jndement. But now the Erosecution nes
related the activity of the Reich Defense Commitiee durin~ 4le
period from 1934 to 1936 with preparations for wer, But the

complete text of the documents reveals theat the committee nod

1B

only a possible war of defense in mind,

4y Darré signed the law on the procurement of land for Wehrmachi

purposes, But only the expropriation of land serves armsmen’ i~

noses e For this the High Commend of the Wehrmacht tras the —e—

sponsible authority. The Minister for Food had gquite a different

Lokl

taske He had to take core of agricultursl interests threstorad

or damaged by the Wehrmecht. It was his particular duty teo procure

nevw land for farmers whose estates had been eopropriasted. Hi

activity was confined to these limits snd so wes his responsinility

for the law and nroceedings from the law, His activity, thon

I
=3

did
the

not serve armement purposes but was desizned to remedy

damage agriculture had suffered because of rearmement,

£ [ [
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i tion for industrial mobilization was headed by the
The preparatio

Plenipotentiary General for Military Zconomy, Schaght.

In the meeting of the Reich Defense Committee pf 26 June 1935 it vas

established that on Schacht's orders o coupon system was nironaored

on the basis of a decree for the provisional ensurement of tle

reguirzments of the German people. This was to guarantec uniloim

supnlies for the Gemman people, It was established in the rovort

by the Plenipotentiary Gennral for Militery Hconomy that this

coupon system which had been developed would come into immodinte

‘effect in the event of mobilization. The Reich Minister of Tood

1
]

nad mrepared s skeleton agreement on the orgenization of Food

Seonomy in wertime as —ell as various decrees for the public

control of thé various agricultural onroductss

The Ministry of Food was "subject in wartime!" to the Plonivotcatiary

Gen-ral for Militery Economy "and was to sbide by his instruciions".

Schacht was acquitted in tho IML judsment. Thus, this tribunsl

did not soe anything in the legislation for which Schacht wes

responsible, which could be objected to from the point of viow

of International law, And

precantionary measures aga

this wes guite correct. For such

inst the possible event of war ove

eustomary in all countrics,

In the report made =t the

for Military Beonomy, are

for economic mobilization

carricd out at the dir-ction of the Plenivotentiary Genorsl

end of 1937 by the Plenipotentiary Genoral

listed a nurber of precrutionar: necanres

in the food scctor. These were 30 bo
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The appronriate instructios were issued 5~ the Suprems Command

of +he “ohraacht or the Plenipotentiary General for Economy %o the
Reich Iinistry of Food and by the latter %o the Reich Peasants. Uni-
formity in tho handling of these questims ms the responsi bility
of the Of7ice Tor tha Safeguarding of Food Suppliss. (Stelle fuer
Ernae‘nrxmgssighervng). Such precautionary measures are a matter of

comman Dractiocs in all commtries, even today.

The measurcs nocessary -in the event of nobilizatim are sketched

in advence in . obilization Handbool:s in all gountries. Ls in Frencs,
Germany rovided for a state of amaergency which should preceed any
mobi Lization., T‘.'m Mocd of the State gove orders to the Supreme C ommand
of the “johrmacht that a stete of emerjency wms to be declared. The
lattar comrmmicatod the order to the Plenipoventiary General for
Teonomy, who in turn transmitied it to tho Reich ilinister of Foods
Thus he ias the third link in the chain of recipients of orders.
Heving received this order, he was obliged by the law of the Stata,

to put into effect the measures outlined in the Mobilizetion Handbook.
In so doing, he did not create a logal precedent. For the orgenization
of tha Tmr"‘ciﬁm food sconomy and the rotioning of individual agricul-
tural products TRBYQ gffected in accordance <riith the }_xr"gvisions of

Lo basic orders issued by the Plenipotentiary General for Economy.
These &0 orders also stipulated that %he Reich Minister of Food
should issue the nocessary implomentetion ordors. These were dravin

up by ovcer of dch a ¢ i

The se irplonentetion orders centained rore Loy Ghe PUOVISLSLS

governing the corrardearing of agricultural nroducts and the cantrol

— i
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of comswaption. Thoir solc purposc I%§ fo Drovent the grave ccanamic

e}

and social suficr

Mich thr:)itg_n_gd_ihp_ broad masses o’ﬁ__ﬁl}c_pg‘oglc_

as a result of the war, particularly tho dongoer of ‘harding and profitect:

Tn he suthontic social catechism of the Roman Catholic Church

erg dcvelona’l the fundamental ideas expressod in the encyclical

' 20", Pis. 111 reads as follows:

"Iy tho cvombs of war or of the scarcity of goods, or of the
sorious and blatent misuss of goods, it is not only the right,
but also the duty of the State to introduce a special system,

the Jurnose of which is to pravent hoarding and the increase of

srofitoering in ossential commodities.”
sorved by introduction of the

I+ wms %his vory nurpose wiaich wes

¥

wartino food cconony., Those organizations aro still in oxistence today,

throo omd a half voars after tho endof tho war.They operate in the

(73

samo my today as during tho war, Their Hurpose today, too, is to meot

tha contingoncios of a poriod of grava CLEIONCY . L% that time, tho

smarsoney 1ms crooted by the wars today it is tho outcomag of oconomic
chaos. L systom which public opinian and tho Romsn Catholic Chureh

rogard. as the duty of statesmon cannot bo comsidsrod as a orime

judgac%;r thg stendards of Intornetional Lairs
LA

lotion of Grain Rosorvas

e i i i )

The Aecur

1. Tho reason Tor the building up of storgs of greain was the

Wmnes harvost dd 1938, T the Roich Dnoper; iy yig ldocd 26.2
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end vas four zillions tons higher than thot of the year 1937.
The it jor gxpors countries were swamped with surplus supélies. CGermeny
hed trode ajreoments with the South Jastem countries, which stipu-
lated certoin minimum figures for the quantitias of grein to be bought
by Germeciyr. Ticse cowntries insisted that é—em:tany taks the surplus
supplies. Thao ovorseas export comtries lilewise sought to buy grain.
Thus it yms that in 1938, large supplies of grain were imported.Yet®
it should bag ol?:scrved in this cmnectim Tthat maizs imports alone,
anounting to 1,9 million tons in the yeor 1938 were entirely used &s
fodder.
2., Imports of braeand grain in the period from Jonuary to July
1939 ore roduccd to a minimum., In all, approximetely 300,000 tons
of wheat cnd cnproxinately 90,000 tons of rye wore imported. The
value of those inmports was 47 million Reichsiark. They amounted %o

sufficient to supnl: the requirements of the Cerman people for 12 days.

Gormany's imports, hovever, wers totally imsignifiecent as compared
‘Ath these of Creot Britain, Belgium or the Ietherlands. Germany's
imports of brcad grein in the year 1938 snniomted to mly a2 quarter
of Great Britein's imports of bresd grain.

3. Tho balence of +tho Reich Grein Office on 30 June 1939 shows that at
this tire, thd total of grain yesarves (including fodder grain)
gmowmtaed to 5.5 nlilion tons. OFf t‘izis‘cluan'ti‘by, only 3.4 million tons
were groin oroduced in Cormany itself, Thus the storage problem in
Germany had beocan acute. The acutencss of this problem applied not
only to Cormny, howaver, but also %o the Unitod Stetes. There 15.5
millian toms had to be stored, that is %o say, two and & half times
as much as im Ceymony, Gemmony, however, did not possess the huge
storage foeilities evailable in the Newr "Torid .

a1 B4
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Tt wes thorelore nocessary to maks to with a lerge number of auxiliary
stores cnd, as a result, storage costs wire gmbraordinarily high.
I hove indicntod thoe amowmt of these storage costs, by submitting
an official bulletin.issusd by the Bizonal Office for Food and Lgri-
culture in Fl'anl:furt/ﬁ,ia in,
4, In 1939, Darrg , <oo, considered the storago costs extremely high

erd thoreforo raised objections to the bullding up of @xcessiva

reserves. Lhis faot is expressed in & momorendwa to Hitler cnd Gooxring,
dated 29 Januvary 1039,

10n the othor hend, it must be clearly wndorstood that a few
avorong or good hervests in succassion will increpse grain
stocls Lo suoh sn extant that, sarticularly in view of the
prossure of tha world merke®, the storaze costs would no longer
bo oconanienlly justificble.
1 /e . . n . .
Storope costs for 3 1/2 million tons of grein in the current
woar almg amownt to 150 million Doichsmark ... Jith this
sun 7iich is oxpended solely for storcge, approximately 1
nillion toms of grein could bo bought from domestic sourccS.
Tho “resent axtiemely favorable grain supply situction" would
mlre it possible to use some of tho grain as fodder. The
rosult yould be ™het the Minister of Finance would be able

4o save considorable sum of mangy on grain storege costs' .

5. The Prosceution has submitted vorious oxportises which ware
writton in tho siddle of Februnry 1939. Thoy deal with the groin
situction in the ovant of a hypothatical militory situation, 140 ey
in tho ovent of the loss of East.Prussiu and the territory loft &
the Rhinag,

~1.6=
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thus, purely of defonsivo cction. The ozportises are analysed in

dotail in ny Closing Brief and casequontly I have only to refer to it,

“hilo Darré vigwogd the accumulotion of grein roseryas which had
been rorndorod necassary by circumstonces as o nove of agrarian policy,
Gooring now domonded that the roservos bocomo pormeanent, in ccsg of
weT s on d R bo national reserves.,

This thought wos an obvious me to anymo holding Gooring's viows.
For mony countrios, particularly Groat Dritain, had purchnsed consider-
cble guantitios of grain cbroad and built up stores in case of war.

The rosorves storod in Gormany, on tho othor homd, consistod, for

tho most part, of grain producod in tho comtry. Oneco Goorinzg hed
domanded that o nationcl roserve bo cstablishod, only very limitod
quontitios of groin wore purchascd abroad. ot gven all tho supplics
guarantod Yo Corrony by tredo agrooments, tore takon up. I havo proved
all thosg foots vith tho holp of detciled statistical material, parti-
cularly in ny Sur-Rebuttal docuncnts.

It is, in any caso, difficult to comprohond how grain roscrves can bo
held to bo instrumonts of eggrossive warfaro. In formor timos, stocks
wora hold in bosiogod fortressos, but not by armics which marchod out

to wage aggrossive wors. But cbove all, tho cultivation of grein is

not a war industry, Grein is tho staff of lifo, not a woapom of dos-

truction, Groin is not o woopon, much loss a woapon of aggrossion such

- ~a 3 4 s o 7
as phosphorus, long-rongo bombors or long-range missilos. Grein hos naove

boon a diroct woapm of war. It is and will romcin tho staff of lifa.
It sorvas to Prosorvo 1ifo and not to doal doath .

2 A
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7. The roally wedé spot in CGermeny's criour wos hor fats supply.
Only 405 of Gormony's roguiroments wore mot by domgstic supplics.
Ls far os groin was conceornod, thore had boon no choico cbout
accurule ting resorves. As far as fats woro concernod, thorc woro
no rosorves worth spocking of. But Goermony mndo no attompt to build
up rosorves. It is vory charactoristic that in summor 1939, Germany
doclined an offor of & largo consigmmont of whalo oil from Norvway.

It s not Gormany but Britein which bought up this consignmont.

Cl.

During tho Wor.

I.
Tho Polish Quostion.

l. At the bogimning of tho wer, Darrd wms donudod of his power, in

tho sphore of food, by B o ck o, in tho sphora of sottloment,

by Himmlor., Hirmler, Chiof of Polico, bocams Roich Commissicnor for
tho Consolidatia of Gormmndom. Darré mnover workod hand in hend with
the Reich Commissioner. On the contrary, hé was strongly opnosed

to his'' moasurcs end to his policy. To tha oxtont to which the Roich

Mfinistry of Food hed enything whatsoover %o .do with this particular
sphero of worl;, it opecrcted under Himmlor's ordors.

Thy trorl of sottlomont os such was tho rosponsibility of the 0fficoS
of the Roich Comaissiomor, Tho Sicdlungsgosollschafton (Sottlomm®
Orgonizations.) which camo undor tho commmad of tho Ministry of
Food, wore rosponsiblo for tho cemomic orgonization ro cosSsary

1
|

in connoction with tlhe scttlors. Thoy

~18=
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worked to improve the preductivity of tho cowmtry, grented extensive

loans snd incronsed the production capacity of the farms.

The Osidoutsche Landbewirtschaftungsgesellschaft (Ecstermn Germon
Lgricultural Control Orgenizetion) did not commcndesr land. This had
been dono by Ioin Trustee Office Zast ond Iimaler's Central Soil Office
long before the orgenizetion was founded. The Ostlond hed, e the con-
trory, received instructions from Gosring, bosed on the provisims
of the law, %o supervise the cultivntion of the lond, in order tact 1%
might be used to the best possible adventage. This task 1% discharged
in an exomnlory mommer. Hundreds of millions of Reichsmark flowed into
the incorporated Hostern arefs. In so faor as the Ost ]:.ndiwas working by
order of Goaring, it scted on orders amnd not by virtue of its owm
authority,

2. Both the Disdlungsgesellscheften and the Ostdeutsche Landbe-
wirtschaftungsgesellschalt were founded only in the spring of 1940.
They did not crecte a legnl precedent. This hed been dome long oge
by the organiés.tims cdministered by Ceering ecnd Himmler, which alene
ware authorizod to tale such nction ond rosponsible for 1%, without
the ascistonce, lmowledge or consent of Darrd. In so far as Goering
or Hirmlor or their ngencies mey have violated International Lew in
their nction in the incorporated areas, the Siedlungsgesellschaften
and the Ostlond hnd no part in thelr cctivities. The odministrative
work and the worl of increasing production performed by these organi-
sations sorved the interasts of oroducticn apd not of destructici.

It served the inbterests of order and not of chaos, Hed the arens
in question beon occupied territory, it is procisely such ndministra-
tive ond gemeral sum rvisory work which would have formed part of
the dutias of the qccupyi_ng DOWET s S111Ca 'ﬂj.o inc orpore ted Eostorn
torritories hnod bescome part of the Reich by order of the Chief of

Stato, .howevor,
Al
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it was ‘tho duty of the linister of Food, in accordance with tho law

o Gheiandlito ensure Q?do%"ly Qcp‘brgl of production cnd care of farms.
This teslk wos carriod out corractly end in the bost possibla way.

Thorg cro no indication whatsoever of violation of Intermatiomal Law
in the oxocution of this work,

Finally, noithor tho ocomomic control of sottlors mor the trustco
cdministration of lond is & crims against huanity. Thoy aro moroly
mgaswros of cconomic developmont. kioreovor, no proof has boon brought
of tha feet tholt Darrd  took any port whatscovar in crimes against

humeni oithor by giving active assistones or passive consont.
2 NS (S]

Shpiawlis el it Soinde

.

1, Dorrd  hed no irndepondent authority in tho occuplod croas. Gooring,
28 Cormissiongr i‘01_~ the Four-Yecr-Plon, wons rosponsiblo for oconomic
comtrol as a whole. Both officially amd in practico, the rosponsibili-
ty for tiﬁ: individual occupicd aroa‘s loy with tho appeintod i 1iGaxy
Commandors~in~Chief, Chicfs of Civil /dninistraticn, Roich Comissars

or, in tho case of Polend, with the Govornor Genercl.

Thoro was, in fach, no spolintion of the occupied aroas from tha

3 - . - . G 3 L -
point of viow of cgrieulture during Darrédls poriod of offics. Evon
the British i¥nistry of Zconomie Warfoaro strossaes that, wtil tho

o
ond of 1941, Gomwny ondarvourod %o bring those areas up to tho

3

highost possible stemdard from the comonic point of viow.

e
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Evoryono loolod upon tho arces incorporatod into tho Roich as ports

) ' they ' I
of tho Roich, and Jrare givon full ccaromic support, Tho inhnbitents
of thosa arans rocoived tho samo attontion as thoss of the Roich propars
Thoro can bo no quostion of spoligtion of thoso arocs. Cn ﬁho coatrary,
it was the duty of tho Roich Ministor of Food %o Introduco cgricultural
laws thoro. For, sinca thoso arcos had boon doclarcd Reich torritory,
thoy hnd %o bo suppor ted, sorvicod and supplicd in eccordanco with
thoso lows. Dub this was only possibleo if tho bosis of logal and ocanonic

action yms mado vniform,

3. Doiatlod anmnlysis of tho wartime food Inloncos cunfirms tho stateo~

mont of tho British linistry of Econoalc ifarfarc cited above. For this,

I rofar tho Court 4% my Closing Bricf. Talding into account the admi s-

siblo romoval of goods by tho Gorman iohrmooht, tho Gorman population
by no rwoans livod on tho ocoupicdtorritorios during Darrd's poriod o
of fico.

III.

Foroign VWorkors

1 . In doaling with tho quostion of foroign workers, & distinction
must be iodo botwoon the recruitment of workers abreed ond tho omploy=
mont of such workors in Cormany. Darrd had nothing to & with tho
rocruituont of foroign workers. This wos tho concern of tho Raich
Ministry_of Lp.‘aor. ind, in fact, tho Gonoralrat of tho Buw Yoar-P lan
donlt with this quostion at tho bogirming of 1940. In this connoctim,

' ] it
Buoks, Gooring's egricultural edvisor, roquostod that, should /o
nccossary,x Solish workors bo rocruitod by forco for work in ho Ro ich

Tho ]y porson authorizod to issuo such an order was

Some
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Frank, Govormor Gonoral. of Polond, Cnly Gooring, &s Commissicnor of
tho Four-Yoor-Plan, wos in a position to issuo instructions to him.
Boclo, Chiof of the Departmont for Food within the orgenizeticn of
tho Four~Yoar-Plan hnd no authority whatscover to make such o novas
If compulsory moasuro wore in fact taken, ho may have boon involvod,
in that ho gvo his consont. Darrd lmow nothing of the mattor. Ho ro jocte
himsalf‘doclinod to toke such moasuros and hod no port in the toliing

o Gha s

If such moasuros woro, in fact, taken, thoy coulghot have boon takon
on any vory considorablo scalos For as oorly as liay 1940, hundrods of
thousonds of Fronch priscmors wore pouring into tho Rgich. lenpowor
shortages wero mado good by thom. This foct was ¢ stablishad by tho
British Iiinistry of Jconomio Worfaro too, Its stntomonts C%}flcido with

thoso of tlo Gormon oxperts., Only small numbors of civilians como

into tho Zoich as workors that yoar,

2+ Tho foroign agricultural workers woro s0ll troated in Gormanys

Tho locding farmors of Western Garmany confirm this fact 1manimously.'
Ordors to tho contrary issuod by tho Party and the Police wore mly
on papors For, in view of tho spocial circunstoncos provel ling in
Garmn :‘.Grict_tl'turo, it was impossiblo 4o put such orders into practice

' ral

o % ERtalg Ry }

1. Giving way to Party prossurc, Brelio gavo orders for g reductim
in tho ratims of tha Jows at the boginning of tho war.

Ao



Tais r Juesion i lo o difference of scw A0~50 enloria’s par deye.
~ecordingils, Wiy Jaws hed bssn receiwing 2,400 crlories from il
beginging et tneia o ayicrds, endwure roceliving 2,00C calories o
the tiio of  errdls overthrcw, This cmanct hg considsred a erine

g A=
Ly

egeinst hwon .

of Bizonin hove boon raceiving anaverase of 8Cs of +

“urthe riiore, Darrd

7
He bad no Hrovious

hadhe Doex a1 1ogs

[,

2loyed nci thy

e
Vicy

1
o

S WY ¥ ol ek S
Jariaae has lavasad
odjustod to thooe

'
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T reshonsihle for thei, Lioreover,
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“y
103

r, for more than thrac ears, the consuners

his retion.
‘R8s not in-olved in this mgasure in any wor,
B b B : 3 e
Imoledge of it, and would not hova approved it

=

oy ) ol
gssion of Tha

such Imowlodgo.

Ghbest role within ths suonls system as 2 whols
sied to prisoners of imr wrara leid down by th

shrarcht, The inistor of Foodwas in no

] Vollbions A,
thain = Tiial

B Linistry of Leono

that the rotions isgued to priscmersof wer wor
of tha civilion wopulntici. In the three years

2mnan civilian posulatiom of Bizonia has not

racalved oven 30, and in the French and Russian Zonass, not sven
of tho rotions issvad 4o orkomers ol war during the war,
Dy
Uemdorship 'of Criminal Crzonizotions.
Q . .. - . — - -
ik 85 . DJotmd | R noten ective 85-luahrar. He resipgned his

g

hanorars osition
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as Chief off the sattlement zedin Offies
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At Ghe begintiding of tha smr, he allowed tha vift batwaen himself
and Hizmlar to Docome anparent. Ls Htlex, the Chief of Stote, hed
T} h!

forbicdden alix to wosign from the S8, hg had no choice but to remmd

thy it bg appanent to tha outsidg world. Thug from the ba-

~

ginning of o tmr onimrds,Darrd no laagar oven heldtho posddvien

1 -

of homorary 38 Fuchrer, Ha brolw off all but the strictly nseessary

comnactiong “Ath Fizmler end the 85 and did not teke part in eny of The

gatherings of the hizher 88 Fuehrers. On tho ocontrary, Himaler forkad
individval higher 58 Puehrer to ve any doalings with him. He had not

furthsr coarachions with' the S8, Thus Jarrd camot ba cmsiderad to

puabey anmong tha group which has bsen declared a crimimal or gapization 1n

e Judgioht of Tha T,

= 4 3 \ s . LS o Rt ang
» Darrd mas a .sichsloiter of tha NED.?, Chiof of the Reich 0Iiiles for
Azrerien 'oliey txd ‘nndled the Pardy ynchinery which deslt with

agrerian’ soligr,

The lathoz was closed “own 4inm 1633 following the formation of the

Professiomal i::xfouliural fssociation (orufgorgenisation der Lon dwirt-

N - . A TS A . 3 . i - T ]C
sehaft). Tho llaich (ffice for igrerien olicy nerforied no f ctun l vorlk

i)

of its om worsh -wuntioning, end becasio eoplotely dcruont vith ths oub

break of wars Prom this bive oawcrds, tho titls of "Rzichsleitsx™ s

e By ] T2 - - . Sy, A e 3 Al T
purely a'imtter of form. Derxd Derforiod no siscial work im hxs8 capaclty

as Weichalolitor ond took no vont A any aotivit; describedes orininal

by the L07  Judsiond. io-suras orderod W the Zarty Administretion aftex

&,

Darrd’s domlall oainot nossibly be atbribubod to Darrs. oSut it is

- i e ) e ot I i" 3 4 ¥ g % A & l T
srecisel;” suoch ordens whieh 134 to Bie Jgoision contained in the A

T~ .- TR U . . . N - . . Aran i 1.0 3
Judgment Whet cardoin groups within tho Yerty ware oriminal orgonlsa tions

s
o
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In any casa, from the begzinring of the war ommrds, Derrd toak

o

no actiwe ~art whatsoever in and zeva no sundortto the work of tha Party.
On tho coptrary, hg wms doglared fiodelly wmsultoblg for Porty purposes
hl

by the Portsr idiinistretion, and was thorofore removad from office. b

of an organization vho is declared wmsuitnble for membership-of

this orgonization and is trected as suoh Iy tho orgenization, dogs not

furthor tho onds of this orzenizetion, but impgdes its progress, end is

iy

regerdod Dby tho orgenization not as a positive but as a negative Lfores.

For this roason, dJarrd cannot bs cmsidarsd as cne of that group within
the Parts orjnizatio duclered criminal by the IIT Judzwent. Fere the
- O] 3 . . = - il - s

0ld logal srincipla of "Cessontae, leogis rotione cossat lex ipsa” applies,

here tho spirit of tho law is not -ertinont, the law itsolf cannot be

cppliad,

Gu ot T e e ST

i | e e D I B S N T e S

From Ditlor's noint of view, there vera two groups of .le ading 160 4

1. Tho growp concamoed with matbors of military importance and ot

foreign noliocr, Tho mombsrs of this group took pert in the four §30re%

s Ve —a Al 5 - = e A .
gossions whleh tho ZIT Jud jmont considers to o of dacisive importencd.

2+ The Yarty solitionl group. This congistoed of - G 0@ T ing, L8 s s,

JEGRCTAR- T e S R T (e e M I S ond P o r @ma o fe.

Goaring aomo wms a mewbor of both jrowrs. uring ths wer, Sp o e r
L

B & e = At ey o ua Ll
grew in impertonoe os a mombor of fit%lor! s entowrage, writhout aotually

. . . : Al ; AT
boing a nanbor of one of thesae groups. The majority of the membors of

thig' loeding lapty political proup



died by thoir am hmd.

Darrd Tolongod to neither of thoso wro sroups. Ho did not tels pard

in an- of tho four secrof muetings and did nok aven lmow of tham,

iloreover ho vms not pne of the idnistars who hed any influence on Hitlar.

Since 1€36, the importence of his position as linister had been de-
cren sinstant S om G
-

no woight, -1l this is not surprising, For fitleor himsslf desoribed

Htlet as a dofeatist, This atbitudo on Daryd!s nart is confirzwd by

thoe tosuinonias of a numbsr of witnassas.
The witigss Dr,. I&

Inushofor raports a statomont rede by Darrd during

Tor evon if I did considar it possible that such an idea
i ght o eorroct, it would be the groatost disastor for the
Gortan pgoplae to smberk upon a campaign of conquest towards

8%y -0 it would mean the ond of the Gerimen people as

A% the outbreal: of war, ho said:

'
H
c
(51
Sl
=
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crass 21l Do growing ovar the

“ie snolo oo of the madness of war wiimon the notions of Zurops

in viow ol the throat of Bolshavisi., Tho artiole by Lord Lymingon;

et tho latsor!s roquast, tnd shich Darrd nublishodin this neiEbapor

ho beginning of tho war aawards, it carried absolutal]

e RS M , g - ; il 10
nowevor, hioh he nubt at Barrd!'s disposal. for his newspapsr 0d & Xk

o fonths boforo the oubbraalt of wor, is narticularly cheracter-istios

iola, with which Darrd +thus idontifiocd himsslf

oo
e e
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lthg ond of a war would imply hungsoxr throughout the-world,

ho, ipokalypse is upon us. It is for us o dacidas whathor

L35 hersaoman will trample us wnmder foot. Thoir nemes are

Sond, ator end Hunger. ind as rear-juard comos Postilince,

riding hard a1 ths heals of

Dolshovisii aro tha outridors of the dark, now age fram

thioh thore 18 no returning o tho light,®

The :nan =10 omprossos such thoughts is no oxponent of wer and no

war oriminal. Jarrd  oxeoubod his dutios in his own special sphore

of yrorls corraotls, Hg won hiusolf acclaiz srithin his own profession,
ot only ot hotw but abrosd. His opinions froguontly deviatedirom

2 1

Zhe pravailing opinims of tha Third Zich. Ho joinodbe ttls with

wthon fow won willingly
ineurrad 4o disaliasure of one in suoh a owsrful positicn. nd for
thaso woagsons Lt yas ‘thet ho et with obposition, vwas ridicu_lc:}énd
Pinelly acousad of :mdnoss. This typa of rasistrnca ams in kacoing
with his ohamotor. Ho took no pruk in war orimes, eilther by iving

e

aetivo surdord or svon passive comsunb. I thorgfors sove that ho o

-

ho Jasish Iich Priosts, whon ontoring the prosonce of Jahova,

: g PR e 0
boro on thoir broasts the words " U rin we T hummim,

Light and 2ight . o thgse dark days through which we &re pe ssing,
lizht end right ave sorely nsoded %0 vonguish darlness, hatred end

Aot ruetion. t o Hyis bu tho purposs sorvad by the wondio® of this
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