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From 1995 to 20¢ most recent year for
which we have sta entenced drug offend-
for 4% percent of the growth in the
f’: fedenal prisons. In 2063,

= serfenced for drug offenses,
wus of the federal inmates in-
carcerated for a drug offente in 2003 was Tommy
£ tegendsry comedy team of Cheech
and Chong, Chong, a movie actor, comedian and
sician nicknamed “The Pope Of Pot,” bezause
of the hilarious, m waus stoner characters
he played in a hatfodozen pro-marfiuana movies
e co-starred in with Cheech Marin, begqan ser-
vice of his nine-month sentence on Oct. 8, 2003,
It was while serving his federal sentence in 3
privately-owned California prison operated by a
foreign company thet Chang started work on his
mew book with the wonderful double-pun title,
The I Chorg: Meditations from the Joint (Simon
Spotlight Entertainment, New York, 2008},

pelice simultanpously raided homes and ﬁssir
3588 3CTnss A
Atypically, the

o raided Gm?*gs
PUTSHANY 12 2 SE3 rrant for bongs did not
break down the door 1o Chony's house or éet{r
ve device inside be i
ey did not at gunpoint *"fme the
f the home to s*e’&e out on

tactics now commo drug law enforcement,
Arocund 3 dozen DEA agents conduch
pre-8 aum. rajd, “They inoked.” Chong wrt

alfen costumes.” They were armed wi
matic weapons. They were dressed In “rot gear”
They wore flak jackets, helmets and visors. They
barked out arders and rushed from room to
room, ransacking the premises. They preventad
Chong from calling a lawyer. Their mentality was
that “every doper, hippie bastard [is] the son of
the devit and should be rounded
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up and exterminated as soon as
possible.” They have "a habit of
treating pot just the same as they
treat heroin.” When Chong tried
to reason with them, it “was Anne
Frank tatking to Herr Mengeie,”
Meanwhile police helicopters hov-
ered in the sky over the house.
Chong's sentence was imposed
on Sept. 11, 2003, following his
May 12 guilty plea to & misde-
meanor charge of conspiracy to sell
or to offer to sell “drug parapher-
natia” in interstate commerce,
Chong was a victim not only of
our war on drugs but of our sinis-
ter plea-bargaining system, under
which defendants who exercise
their constituticnal rights to plead
not quilty and be tried by a jury
arg, in the event of conviction,
dealt with far more severely than
persons who waive their rights
and plead guilty. The system is
designed to deter citizens from
invoking their trial rights by re-
warding defendants who cooperate
by pleading quilty and penalizing
convicted defendants who insisted
on a trial, It permits prosecutars
to structure criminal charges so as
to deter defendants from asserting
their right to be tried. It permits

MONGE

At 213 pages, The I Chong is a short, thor-
oughly enjoyable autobiographical book, It is
atternately witty, introspective and politically
flery. The book's coverage is not limited to
Chong's prison experiences, It is, in the words
of reviewer Scott Lamb, “a story that's partly an
account of his trial and jail tme, partly a memoir
about growing up half Irish and half Chinese in
Calgary, Alberta, and partly a collection of spin-
tual advice.” The book {3 reviewer Paul Harkett
notes) is “part memsir, part spiritual explorations
of [thong's] time in grison, and part politi-
cal indictment of the eroding civil fiberties in
American society.”

Although his punishment was lenjent com-
pared £ the ma émm:‘iar %Wteﬂié‘” @msed
as part of the
war o8 téng)g '

b féde;sr ﬁmg &cxe
Pacific Palisades, CA. It was
Bt ;;aft fsf Operation Pipe Dreams,” 3 nationwide
crackdown on alfeged “drug paraphernalia traf-
fickers” srganized by John Ashcroft's Department
of Justice, in which DEA agents and other

s

NEWS & FEATURES | ANTS & EVENTS |

courts to routinely impose on con-
victed persens who plead not quilty far harsher
sentences than the sentences impesed on simi-
tarly situated defendants who plead guilty. As
a consequence, our criminal justice system is
ane of justice without trial. In the federal courts
in 2003, for example, 75,805 defendants were
convicted, of whom 72,586 {96 percent) pleaded
guilty. There were only 3,528 faderal crintinat tri-
als in 2003 (with 704 of these trials resulting in
ar acquittal). Thong pleaded guilty, sot because
e was guilty or because a jury likely would have
found him guilty, but because prosecutors, using
one of their standard blackmafl tactics to coerce
4 plea, threatened 1o prosecuts the defendant’s
loved ones—hare, Chong's wife and son—if he
ial. "The deai was, sither I would plead
+ o thiey would charge both my wife and
Those dirty boastordst 1 thought. Those dirty
rotten bastarde!
sy on earth
by thesn,
They &
pecpie.” Th
winds of regr are %sge{zstg 3eross trég United
States, that our rights are being downsized and
discarded and that qovernment acts as F it is
above the law, Bummer,

Donald £. Witkes, Jr.
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AthFest 2007 CD

Call For Submissions

Be 2 pan of AthFest as we begin owr second decade. Submit 2 song to be
considered for the AinFest 2007 CD. Join the lkes of Five Eight, An Epic A
Best, REM., EW Power, Drive-By Truckers, Modern Skirts, Vic Chesnutt,
MNutris. The Whigs, Jack Logan and dozens more thal have supportsd
AthFest by contributing 'o A est CUs over the past ten years.

Your submission...
Must be formatted as 2 standard autiic Sﬂ
Must be ac edbya £ § ior form.

More info...

Previously unreleased songs are strongly encouraged.

Submission forms can be found at AthFest com or the address below,
Bands that are not from Athens, GA will not be considered.

Deliver CD & submission form to...
AthFast, 224 Collsge Ave., Basement Suile {beneaih Wolf Camera}
Mon.-Fri. 10am-6pm

Deadline is Jan. 31, 2007

AmFest e 8 3 SOUHsHI nonpeolit corporation AlhFest's mssion s to
educate clizens and vistors aboul music and ##ts it general, and abaud
Alhens music and arfs in patticular. AInFest CDs are reiegsed 1o promote s
annual festival. Procesds fom sales help raise money for AthFest, Ino.

Tranks lor supporting AlhFest, if you have any questions about the
AinFest GO please contact nlo@dhostment com
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