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Kennedy’s Dallas Visit Roiled Hate Groups

“IEK, Blows away, what 2lse do § have Yo say”
~—Billy Joel's song, “We Dide't Start th

ﬁa%; 43 years a»;o on Mexf 22, L%B 46-year old
it John was at 1230 pom,

%am ?‘,axa 1 downtows Ballas, TX

s was then, as Matthew Smith notes n FK: The Seco
Plot (1982}, "the ssuthwest hate capital of Dixi
and in ity s}w:%e Dailas represented the right wing as far as it
coutd ga.” Befire and during bis Dallas visit, local right-wingers
busied them o make J5K me. They were angry and

: want that JFK was coming ta thelr city. In fact, at the very
time shots were being fired at Pr @ rights

protestor stood a few feet away, heckling 3FK by comparing him to
Hevilie Chamberlain,

el

e

Later that , thers were protests by rght-
wis ygef; sgaingt JFK along the route of the presidential motorcade
traveled from the aleport o downtown Dallas. As the mo-
ith President Kennedy only

wWitt denfed that the umbrella he had in Dealey Plaza symbol-
ized the sppeasement practies of English Prime Minister Keville
Chamberdain (who often sported a black umbreila), or that
the umbretia was intended 1o suggest that JFK was appeasing

minutes from death, an unfriendiy-locking man in 2 suit
staod on a sidewalk in an aggressive posture holding a protest

the way Chamberlain had Hitler, This denial
it ot credible. Among ngi‘p#ﬁgefs # was an ar of faith that

JFs ity 36, « &

sign which screamed: “Because of high reqard for the ¢
I hold you JFK and your Blind socialiem in ¢ *
(A of this 1 i with His sign, taken by

Dailas newspaper photographer Tom Diltard, is reproduced on p.
-;38 of R‘;cuafd 8. Trask's Pictures of the Pair: Fhotography and the
t of Fr {1994).}
In Dealey Plaza, at the time of the actual sssassination, there
was at least one protestor present publicly expressing Bis scoe for
the prest O the si near the Freeway traffic

fdent e

¢ ism were the
to appease Adolf Hitler

REejoicine

Kot even Kennedy's death at 1 pam. st Parkland Memorial
Hospital in Dallas stopped right-wingers from publicly displaying
their lsathing of JFK. As Willlam Manchester notes in

STIRRING HATRED

When the president died, the cheering stopped and
for days America was filled with gloom and mourning,
There were, however, in this country people who re-
jotced at the news of the assassination. Rightewingers,
the truth must be told, were delighted by Kennedy's
death. As far as they were concerned, Kennedy de-
served to die, die, die.

Buring his presidency, right-wingers utterly de-
tested President John b Kennedy, and the extreme

ght-wingers hated dy with a matig-
nant ferocity bordering on insanity, Because he was a
tiberal and pro-civil rights, right-wingers— particularly
the segregationists and racists, the opponents of civil
rights, the states-righters, the free enterprise {oonles,
the wealthy ultra-conservatives, the religious bigots,
the anti-Castro Cubans the U.N, haters and the lunatic
fringe anti-{) ded JFK as dang .
destructive and downright traitorous.

for a glimpse of the seething hatred right-wingers
felt for JFK, consider the false, malicious and inflam-
matory accusations leveled at Kennedy on the day of
his fatal visit to Dallas and in the immediately preced-
ing days.

Two days before President Kennedy's trip to Dallas,
right-wingers began circulating around the city some 1
5,000 anti-Kermedy handbills, Titled “Wanted for
Treason,” these leaflets were designed to look like a
police "wanted” poster, with front and profils photo-
graphs of Kennedy's head,

WEeELCOME To Darias

On the very day JFK visited Dallas and died, the
local newspaper, The Dallos Morning News, featured
a full-page, black-bord anti-Ki dy advertise-
ment prepared and paid for by persons affiliated with
the John Birch Society, one of the most infamous
right-wing extremist organizations of the 1960s. The
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his classic The Death of o President {1567} "At 32:0%
p.m., when 80 percent of the American People were
in deep grief, an NBC camers panned toward a group
of spectators sutside Parkland’s emergency entrance
and picked up a young man with a placard that read,
“Yankee, Go Home,”
Those who angrily and contemptuously protested
JFK's vistt, and the many others whao shared their
views, were jubilant when they heard of the viclent
death of a man they believed to be a fiendish trai-
o [t iy an historical bruth that right-wingers all over
America received the news of the assassination with
celebration, There is plenty of evidence that numer-
ous right-wingers, especially the radical ones, heartily
huzzaed the JFK slaying, although they soon decided
_to conceal their exuberance and later denied hav-

ing cheerad, William Manchester's book, for example,
discusses the "initial glee” with which right-wingers
greeted news of the assassination. “An Oklahoma Uity
physician beamed at a grief-stricken visitor and said,
‘Good. I hope they got Jackie™ Manchester repotts that
men whooped and threw their hats in the air, and he
quotes an Amarillo, TX woman as saying, “Hey, great,
JFK's croaked!” Soon, however, the right-wingers real
ized that their public gloating was a ghastly mistake,

whereupon they began concealing their happiness.
“[Tlhey were anxious to avoid the undertow of public

swors o

red racisl riots.
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the U. 3. over to the communist  ~ gign State with federal trsops,

controlled United Nations, &. He has com i
He is betraying our friends(Cuba, Aati-Christisns to Fedsral office:
Katangs, Padrugd} andbelrisend. Upholds the Supreme Court in
ing our enamies [Russiz, Yugosis- s Anti-Christisn ralings.
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opinion,” Manchester says.

The far right of the potitical spectrum has always
been a hotbed of hate. Today right-wingers give us
hate talk radio, hate radio personalities, hate TV com-
mentators and hate books and articles, But what Gerry
Spence calls “the new conservative hate rulture” is not
really new. In 1963, the hate of the right-wingers was
directed at John F. Kennedy, a hatred so pathological
and warped that it induced them to exult over the hor-
rible public murder of a reformist American president, a
war hero, a man of vision and compassion, the symbol

4 of a hopeful generation. But the frenzied hatred that
caused right-wingers to make merry when JFK was
slain is the same delirfious hatred that today motivates
right-wingers to mock and cruelly imitate the physical

ad claimed to be the work of "The American Fact-
Finding Committes,” in reality 2 nonexistent organization. Bernard
Weissman, listed on the ad as the chairman of the Committes,
however, did exist; he was the person who actually placed the ad.
Weissman later testified before the Warren Commission, He was
one of the few witnesses before that body who deemed it prudent
to appear accompanied by an attorney.

The ad began with a sarcastic “Welcome Mr. Kennedy to Dallas,”
# ity which had been the victim of "a recert Libaral smear st
tampt” zmé w?;”ac?s had prospered “despite efforts by you and

to tize ¥ for non- o Hew
. The ag then posed & sedes of belligerent, insulting
loaded questions, inchuding:

"Wy has Gus Hall, head of the US, (ommunist Party, prafsed
almost avery ane of your policles and aonsunced that his parly
witl endorse and suppont your se-election Bid7”

“Why have you ovdered of permitted your brother Bobby the
Attorney Genesal, to g0 soft on Commusists, fellpw-travelers, and
sitra-leftists in America, while permitting him to persecuts loyal
Americans whe criticize you, your sdministration, and your leader-
ship?”

“Why have you scrapped the Monroe Doctrine in favor of the
Spirit of Moscow?”

NEWS & FEATURES | AHTS & EVENTS | MOVIES | MUSIC | COMICS & ADVICE |
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sign, only a few feet from the slow-moving al

during the very moments rifle bullets were slamrmng intg JFKs
body, a mysterious man stood wearing a suit and, unitke anyone
else there, holding up an open, black umbrella on thss warm, sun-
shiny day, (The “Umbrella Man,” as this end 5008

symptoms of Michael J. Fox's Parkinson's Disease.
Americans have forgotten that Dallas right-wingers bitterly
protested Kennedy's visit to Dallas; that the presidential motorcade
was greeted with signs expressing contempt for JFK; that even as
JFK's imousine came under rifle fire, right-wingers were present
ing him; that even after he was 3 corpse there were protesters

was dubbed, is visible in the Zapruder Sim. He also can be seen in
3 famous still color b of the i taken by ama-
teur photographer Phil Willis, The Willis photo & reproduced on 5.
190 of Robert J, Groden's The Kifting of o President (195343

The identity of the Umbrella Man remained 3 secret for 15
years. Then, in September 1978, 2 man named Lovle Steven
#itt appeared before the LS. House of Hepresertatives Selscy
Committes on fons and that he was the
Umbrella Man, He told the Committes that he been thete in Dealey
Plaza to heckle JFK, and that he displayed the umbrella because
e was under the | ion that ishing an wotld
irritate JFK. He testified: “] was going to use this uﬁs!}reiia to

nearby displaying insulting placards, Americans have also forgotten
the joy with which right-wingers reacted to the assassination,
These matters must not be allowed to sink into ablivion, The
iesson to be leamed Is that right-wing slements soison our body
politic by practiving the pelitics of hate, and must be stopped. As
Chief Justice Warren said in 2 euloagy detiversd in the U3, Capitel
Zotunda two days after the sssassination: "TActs such as JFCs
murder] ave commonly stimulated by forces of habred and malevs-
ience... What g price we pay for this fanaticiem... If we really love
this country, If we truly love justice and mercy, If we fervently
want to make this nation betrer for those whe are to follow, we
can at least abjure the hatred that consumes people, the false s

heckie the President’s motorcade. .. Being 2 conse pe fel-
low, I sort of placed him [JFK] in the liberal camz}, and 1 was Just
sort of going to kind of do a little heckling... ] just knew it was a2
sore spot with the Kennedys... I was carrying that stupid umbrella,
intent {on] heciding the President.”
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that divide us, and the bitterness that begets volence.”
Donald E. Wikkss, Jr.

Donald £ Witkes, Jr. teaches in the University of Georgia School of Law.
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