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The Dea

wenly yems ags, on Thusdag Sept. 1, 1983,
Georgias Longressman Larry Mcllonaid suffered
¢ horrible decth wher o Seviet Sighter inter
ceptor shot down the ,&?Pg 47 afdiner he was
abourd over the Sea of La;aas ffes: 58 ather per-
§ & tines,
o Semust
*zfefe enterad Soviet gitspoce ontf
o it wos shout to leave Soviet o
the second time.

jght O Larry McDona

f*i‘ze}nsi&s we, {whe had sneasy feelings sbout
ip} pleaded with hiam in bis last telephone
ssation with her before boarding KAL 007,
el Bis visit to South Korea and come

ut Melionald refused.

¥ehonald i aisle seat 028 in the first
class section, ¥AL 007 duly took off 05 Aug. 31 &t
12:24 o, local Bme, oo route B Anchorege,
Alaska For & scheduled stovover, ARter 3 1,400
mile trig that lasted seven Bours, the aitiner

Although many of the specific facts
the shootdown of KAL 007 ore unknown o disputed
o this day. the viplent death of the rabidly onti-
Communist McDonald ot the hands of the Soviet
Untor's Alr Force appears 10 be ¢ breothtoking
exomple of the inscateble workings of humon fote
and human destiny.

Lowrerce Patton McDonald wes bomn in Ationto
on Apr. 1, 1935, and groduoted from the exclusive
privete Dortington High School in Rome in Floyd
{ounty in 1951. He then attended Dovison Colfege
in North Caroling, and fn 1957 received gn M.0.
degree fom Emory University. Be took postirad-
agte training in his speciolty, wrology, ot the
University of Michigan from 1963 to 1968. He later
resided in Mariette ond in 1974 was elected os o
Democrat to the U3, House of Representatives seat
for affluent, dltraconservative (obb Lounty, and
was serving his fifth term as congressaym for thot
district ot the time of his decth,

Conservative to a psychopathic degree, the
very embodiment of the lunatic fringe of the
political far right, chairman of the John Birch
Society, Larry McDonald was the most vociferous
and fanatical right-wing extremist ever to sit in
Congress. Although McDonald imagined that his
political views were those of the Founding
Fathers and as American as apple pie, in truth the
reactionary conservative positions he staked out
as to public policy issues were out of cloud-
cuckoo-tand. He voted against making Martin
Luther King, Jr's birthday 2 holiday. He voted
against funding of fair housing laws. “On Capitel
Hitl there was nobody more anti-Communist, anti-
abortfon, anti-homosexual, anti-gun control, or
anti-big government (except where the military
was concemed),” writes David £. Pearson in KAL
007: The Cover-Up (1987).

McBonald's anti-Communism, like his other
political posturing, was infatuated to the point of
being fascistic. According to R W, Johnson's
Shootdown: Flight 007 and the American
Connection (1986}, McDonald once even
at d to Rudolf Hi the con-
wcted Nazi war criminal then serving a life impris-
anment sentence imposed at the Nuremberg
Trial—for the Nobel Peace Prize, on the ground
“that even a Nazi war crimvinal was a useful asset
in the struggle against Communism.” A political
pariah during his nearly nine years in the House
of Representatives, McDonald failed to obtain
enactment of any legislation and was one of the
maost ineffectual congressmen in history.

FATE BOOKS A FLIGHT

Larry McDonald, the most famous person on
board KAL 007, had not originally planned 1o be
an the flight and spded up on the ill-fated air-
tirer solely because of chance. Intending to
travel to Ssout to participate in the celebration
of the 30th anniversary of the United States-
South ¥ores Mutual Defense Treaty, McDonald cet
sut on bis fatal foumey on Sunday, Aug. 28,
1583 when e depacted the Atlanta Aliport on 2
flight bound for Kennedy Airport in Hew York
Czt«; fue to bad weather, McDonald's pia% was

te ami when ¥ § finally
arrived 3t Kennedy he dlscoversd ?%e hatd missed
hig intended fight to Seoul by two or thee min-
utes. He therefore decided to stay in New York
City for two days and fly to Seoul on the KAL 607
fight which was scheduled to depart from
Kennedy sarly on Wednesday, Aug. 31

landed in Anchorage The plane ¢ on the
ground for an hour and o helf during which i was
refueled, reprovisioned with food and drink, and
cieaned and serviced. Four fortunate passengers,
having completed their brigs, d% d at
Anchorage, while several other passengers
boarded the plane. The remaining passengers were
given the pption of teaving the aircraft and vis-
iting the airport’s huge duty-free shopping mall,
Most did, but McDonald remained on the plane,
catching up on his sleep. With a fresh flight crew,
KAL 007 took off at 4 a.m. local time. The plane
was scheduled to fly non-stop over the Pacific 1o
Seoul's Kimpo International Arport, 2 nearly
4,500 mile stretch that weuld take shightly more

than eight hours. Thare were 269 persons on
board-—248 passengers and 23 crew. “The passen-
gers were a diverse group, including 75 South
oreans, 61 Americans, 23 Taiwanese, 28
Japanese, 15 Filipinos, 12 Chinese from Hong
Kong, 10 Canadians, 6 Thais, and 4 Australians,”
Seymour Hersh writes in "Thé Target is Destroyed:”
What Reolly Happened to Flight 007 and What
America Knew About It (1986). “Twenty-three
were children under twelve”

THE FATAL DEVIATION

Although it was equipped with multiple
sophisticated navigational systems and its cockpit
crew was highly experienced and groficient, KAL
007 began deviating from #s prescribed flight
path within 10 minutes of takeoff. About three
and a half hours into the fight, and by now hun.
dreds of miles off course, KAL 057 began
approaching Sovier territories where, as Oliver
Chubb notes in KAL Flight 007: The Hidden Story
{1985}, “there [was} 3 highly important compiex
of Smviet strategic hases.” Soun KAL 007 was
flying over the Soviet Unian's Kemchatks

which had now been aloft for five howrs, then
an w approach another part of the Soviet

. Sakhalie Island, 3 bong, thin island about
half the size of Horids located southwest of the
Sea of Okhotsk, Sakhalin was crammed with Soviet
ngval bases and shipyards, milifary aufields, and
radar and intelligence-gathering faciiities. KAL
QU7 actually ce-envered Soviet givspace at 318
a.m, focal e (72 was still Aug, 31 in the United
States, but now Sept. 1 herel. As KAL 007 entered
Soviet sirspace for the woond Hme s bess than
twe hours, more Soviet Aghter jets were sant up
o deal with the intruder,

Cine of the planés sent up was sn SU-15 super
sonic fighter piloted by 39-year old Soviet Air
Force Lt Col. Gennadi Usipovich, After trafling the
airliner for 50 miles, Osipovich was ovdered to
destroy the intruder, witich in lexs than two min-
utes would exit Soviet alespace. At precisely 3:26
a.m. local time, from a distance of about three
miles behind, he fired two. alr to alr missiles 2t
the airliner, which was cruising at about 35,000
feet. One missile was heat-seeking, the other
radar-guided. The missiles, which sach weighed

600 pounds {i # 70-pound high expl
warhead) whooshed toward the target at over
1,600 miles mplhr.

Twe seconds later one or possibly both of the
missiles struck the airtiner. The resuiting explosion
was witnessed by the crew of a Japanese fishing
hoat six miles below who after hearing a loud
bang looked up and saw what they described as "a
glowing orange-colored, expanding fireball” which
iluminated the night sky for around six seconds.
Fatally damaged, the airliner did not immediately
plummet into the icy waters of the Sea of Japan
below; instead, with the cockpit crew struggling
to control it, the aircraft began descending rapidly
in vast, ever-widening spirals. Four minutes after
being hit, KAL 007 had spiraled down to 16,000
feet, and eight minutes later it was at 2,000 feet.
“[Tihen,” as Alexander Dallin puts it bluntly in
Black Box: KAL 007 and the Superpowers (1985},
“having left Soviet territory, [the aitliner] plunged
vertically into the sea.” From 2,000 feet about
one minute would elapse until the doomed plane
impacted with the sea. David £. Pearson writes
that during those final 60 seconds, as the sea
tielow appeared to be rushing up at them at fan-
tastic speed, “time must have seemed an eternity

" for the innocent passengers on board, Their horror

and fear must have been unbearable.”

The last minutes of Larry McDonald’s life had
to have been worse than a nightmare. “The scene
inside the plane must have been utterly terri-
fying~people falling and sliding, children
screaming and an icy, knifelike wind shrieking
into the plane as it fell and fell through an age of
blackness.” k. W. Johnson relates. “Une cannot
read, let alone write, about such scenes without
experiencing the and most el |
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emotions... A few of the passengers may bave
been lucky ensugh to have been killed ocutright by
the metal fragments tearing through the plane.
Those who were asleep would have been awoken
by an immense shock wave and a terrifying crash.
The oxygen would have been rapidly sucked out of
the plane and the onrush of thin, freezing air
would have produced both a thick mist and 2
tremendous drop in temperature. In these condh
tions, with people screaming and probably thrown
about the cabin, many-most notably the bables
ard smaller children-would have failad fo get
thedr sxygen masks on... [The passengers] wha
dig not suffer rapid asphydation would have
hegun, quite rapidly, to Pesge to death.

Pernsila, 3 buvren and frozen 7 long land
mass bristling with Soviet military and naval Bl
ities, many of them fop-secmt. Soviet Rghter jets
wers scrambled to deal with the intruder but
faled to intercept the aidines

After fiying through Soviet sirspace for 38
mimgtes, Flight 007 exited Soviet territory, It then
flew in international sirspace over the Sea of
Giehotsk for about an howr and a hatf. The airiiner,

wately, though, wme would have got thelr
Lx;ger: masks on and the residual warmth of the
cabin {plug their sleeping blankets) and the
plane’s rapid descent into more breathable aly
wagld have meant that some-—perhaps many—of
the 269 seople aboard would have survived to five
through another 17 minutes of utter terror before
meeting thelr deaths.”

» contposs on page 9
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Seyrﬂew Hersh also gives us 4 vivid descrip-
‘ ‘%naé :?‘c\;?» 5 vx%sjs?

The KAL 007

ehix ”’dﬁéf’ unieashed u

3 “In mounting thet
rr*ps:f*af;afs campaigns, both the
gt and the pov govEn-
id infarmation, distorted the s,
ed in the ‘creation of truth”
> decades after the KAL 007 death
ight, the Soviet Union and its Communist regima
ionger exist, and passions have cocled. Some
nigw evidence concerning the tragedy is alse avail
able. Furthermore, ap event occurring in 1988 has
sapped noticeably American outrage ahout the
dowring of Lany MeDonald's plane. Much of the
sevuision Americans felt about the KAL 067 shoot-
down was on the instinctive assumption
that {as Richard Rohmer asserts in Massacre 747
{1984)} “the shooting down of a civilfan airliner
justifieation in human, meral or civilized
Americans reacting to the KAL 007 deaths
Frmiy thought that, as The New York Times wrote
at the time, “Thete is no concelvable excuse for
any nation shooting down a harmless airliner. .,
and no drcumstance whatever justifies attacking
an innocent plane.” However, on July 3, 1988,
tess than five vears after the KAL 007 disaster, a
X S Navy vessel in the Mediterranean, under the
that it was ¢ d with

attack by a hostile airplane, fired & ground to alr
missile at an innocent commercial airliner, lran
Air Flight 655, which in broad daylight was flying
within its approved Right path sver international
waters, The missile destroyed Flight 655, and all
290 persons abeard were killed, Both the Reagan

jon and the An 1 press trotted sut
varicus excuses For the downing of the Iranian an-
liner, expressed sympathy for the captain of th
<gel that fired the m . and clatmed that
fiight crew of the airiiner was partly at fault for
g rappened. But the incident forever ended
this country’s confident assumption that mititary
attacks destroying civilian airtiners were In alt
cases outrageous, barbaric and uncivilized,

THE MYSTERY REMAINS

&raz then, are some of the ,,asssmafe

two of the sh
American intel

ootdown

Third, from an
examination of the
cockpit conversation
during the half-howr
preceding the missile
attack it is now known
that, to guote & 1993
report by the
Interrational Civil
Aviation Organization,
there was "a normal,
retaxed atmosphers on
the flight deck of KAL
G077 and that “the
flight crew of KAL 007
wias not aware of the
presence of the
{Soviet] interceptor air
craft before or at the
time of the attack.” The
1CAU's report is based
on a banseript of the plane’s cockpit voice
recorder tapes. Those tapes, after being surrepti-
tiously recovered and then hidden away by the
Soviet Union, were handed over to the ITAD by
the Russian in 1992, The P
transcript, which tells us averything that was said
by the flight crew during the period beginning 32
minutes hefore the plane was hit and ending one
and 4 half minutes after the cound of an explo-
sten may he viewed by visiting the Aviation Safety
Hetwork Homepage { ston-safety, net/
vr ks007 htm}, Nothing in the known
kit conversation indicates that KAL 007 was
o & spy tvission, that the alrcft took any eva-
shve actions prioe to the attack, or that it was
even awarg of the mortal danger fading it

Fourth, in view of United States’ massive radar
and electronk 25 in the Far

vie surveitlance capab

WS

d;mng the fig Bwate that fAi
was dangero

they coul

nged for the sirtiner :z Be

theory that ¥AL 007
accidentally strayed
“assumels] that thg
alrtiner’s crew did not
properly carry out any
of a whole series of
routine procedures—
any one of which,
properly carred out,
would have negated
the possibility of gross
devigtion in the first
instance or enabled the
crew to distover that
deviation and bring the
aircraft back on course
The picture here is of
an unbelievably fncom-
petent, irresponsible,
0 and careless air crew...

T {Tihe sdds against alt
_“J of these virtually

inconceivable errors of

commission and omission taking place... are
astronomical.”

The principat problem with the second possi-
bility~—that there was a deliberate diversion from
the planned flight route for the purpose of intelli-
gence-gathering—1is that, while there are 2
number of highly suspicious circumstances
pointing in the direction of this possibility, thers
15 still no solid or conclugive svidence in support
of this hypothesis. The KAL 807 co: tape
reeordings certainly do not give any indication of
a possible mspionage mission. Un the other hand,
it must be rsalized that American intalligence
agencies had used civilian planes for spying oper-
ativns i the past and that f they had done so in
this case they would hardly admit #t and would be
expert at covaring up thelr invalvement.

w corpse of Lary McDonald was never rmcov

ered from the dey
today he sesms 3 ne
bygone efa.

FATE, OR WAS IT?

ten fgure from g

terad Soviet
only once; American reconnaissance ¥
had beens in the same vicinity as KA
the cams Y f KAL GO had res
Sovist radio inquires or heeded warnings: or
KAL 007 had been able to make it to
airspace. The goddess of fortune, |
not to have smiled on him, and change svents
appear to have inexorably doomed hi
any of these "I could have happened, and none
of them did, was not Larry MeDonald therefore
fated to die?

One of the few Georgla memorials to Lany
Melionald i the segment of 1-75 running through
Cobb county, which is named after kim. In this
way does Cobb county—the county whers Leo
Frank was lynched by respectable local citizens
and where the lynchers were admired and pro-
tected and their identities concealed as part of 3
cover-up by the local citizenry that continues to
this day; the county that later elected Bob Barr to
Congress; the county where cumrently public schoot
eaching of the sclentific truths of biology s
under attack and hamstrung due to the opposition
of the right-wing political elements that regard
evolution as against the Bible—pay its respects
to Larry MeDonald,

The incident in which Larry McUonatd died
was a catastrophic tragedy that sauffed cut many
innocent tves. It is also true, in the words of the
old apothegm, that of the dead nothing should
be said but good. But Larry McBonald was a
demented, repulsive politiclan whose politics
were 50 loathsome and his political career so vile
that with regard to his death harsh judgments
cannst be amstiorated by the awful ciicumstances
of his demise.

The on-line verston of this articie has an
appendix containing a list of books about the HAL
W7 tragedy.
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