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POLICE

hough she was an innocent

Ten minutes laber 3 dozen heavily armed police—
mergancy Service Usit and she regolar patral offiters

into har e They had a sharch warrant
¢ s the basis of erroneous information supplied by an
snrelisbie anonymous informer whe falsely clalmed that Hlagal
guns and dnugs were stored at Spruill’s residence, that he had
ssen armed individuals there on tree sooasions, and that there
were dogs jnside. First the officers suddenly broke down the
front door with a battering ram. Then they heaved a stun
grenade into the apartment where it sxploded with 5
Blinding white fash, 3 a3 bang, and 3
concussion. Then they stormad in and handruffed Sprsill,
placing her face down on the floor She was coughing and
screaming. Sprll, who suffered from high blosd pressure,
then began having diffically brestiing. An ambulance for
Spruil was dispatched at 6:32 aom. When Spruill armived at
Harlem Hospital at § aum. she was prosouncad dead. She had
suffered 2 fatal heart attack.

The medical examiner performed an sutopsy and announced
that Sprull suffered “sudden death following a potice raid” as a
result of shork and fear caused by the stus grenade explosion
and the stress of being handcuffed. The medical examiner also
officially classified Spruill’s death a homicide—s death raused
by another persor’s actions, “She really was scared to death.” a
New York newspaper wrote the day after the medical examiner’s
announcement,

Aberta Sprusil’s tragic death is a dramatic exgmp%e of the evil
consequences that result from an extramel
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{Recently some
<~M~\‘£ teams have heen given more euphemistic designations, e.q.,

in American poliving—the increasing militarization of this
faurtrys potice. Militarizing the police "can lead to dangerous. .

as essary shootings and killings,” Diane
Vem 2 Weber, 2 criminal justice axpert authority, observed four
years ago. The killing of Spruill is powerful confirmation of Ms,
Weber's sbeervation.

“Mititarization,” according to sociologist Timothy 1. Dunn,
author of & 1996 book on the militarizing of American law enforce-
ment agencies, “refers to the use of military rhetoric and idevlogy,
as well a5 military tactics, strategy, technology, equipment, and
farces.” The leading scholaly paper on the militarization of
American law enforcement is Diane Cecilia Weber's Wamior Cops: The
Osinous Growth of Paramiitocism in American Police Deportwents
{1939}, The two most alarming side effects of this militarization of
the police, we leam from Ms. Weber's shudy, are: {1} “state and local
police officers are increasingly emulating the war-fighting tactics of

e g

p Team, Special Response Team, Special
Emergency Response Team, Tactical Response Team, Emergency
Services Unit, and Strategic Operations Group.} “1Albout hatf of
SWAT members get their training from active-duty military per-
sonnel, some of them from the Navy SEALS or Army Rangers.”
Equd with military-style weapons such as submachine guns with
taser sights and sound suppressors, members of police SWAT teams
dress in such & way that they are difficult to distinguish from
combat scldiers. SWAT police wear black or dark battle dress uni-
Forms, or military or camouflage fatiques: they have metal or Keviar
helmets; they wear masks or hoods; they have protective goggles
over their eyes; they wear full body avmor; Nomex gloves cover their
hands; they often carry a bunker (3 large bullet-proof shield with a
small window through which the officer looks): and they are shod in
laced combat boots. Originally designed to deal with hijackings,
hostage-takings, and other 7 situations, SWAT teams are
increasingly involved in routine policing duties; “today,” according
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in American law enforce-
wment,” and has resulted i too wany “state and local police officers
adopting the vindset of thair 'ﬂz’é'iarg mwtors.” Whes law
enforcament officials eiewi;};z 4 “military mindset,” when thay
begin to view themselves as “warrioy pofice,” individual rights
4 sevisusly jeopardized. It means “an srganizational culturs
that [leads police] to ascalate situations cpward rather than
de-escalating.” A Ms, Weber explains: “The problem is that the
mindset of the seldier s not appropriate for the chvilian police
officer. Police officers confront not an ‘enemy but individuals
who are piotected by the Bill of Rights. job of » police
wfficer is o keep the peace, but not by just any means. Police
officers are expected 1o } SEBp H while
dhering to constitut protections. They are expectad 1o
use minimum force and to deliver suspedts 1o & court of law,
The soldier, on the other hand, ©s an instrament of war, ¥
{police] have a mindset that the goal is to take out a citizan,
it will happen. . Blending and civillan law enforce-
ment is dangerous becatse the mindset of the police officer is
not—and should not be— that of 2 warrior. The job of the
police iz to apprehend a sispeci—nearly always a fellow
American citizen-—while adhering to constitutional proce-
dures... & saldier, however, 15 an Instrument of war, and war i3 the
use of unrestrained force against an enemy .. often by inflicting
maximum damage A soldier with a machine gun doesn't worry
about Mirande ri y
The changes i actual police practices resulting from militariza-
tion are observable in almost every aspect of police work, but it is
probiably in reqard to search and setzure pactices that thess
changes are most strikingly obvious. A good example involves the
methods used to effect entry inte residences to execute search war-
rants. Uver the cotrse of the last three decadss such sntriss more
and more have come to military s, It
is now a standard practice throughout this land for SWAT teams or
other large squads of heavily armed police serving search or arrest
warrants o smash front doses with battering rams and rush in with
gurs drawn, barking out orders and forcing everyene inside to
“prone out” and submit to handeuffing in the back—all without Hrst
giving the cccupants notice of the police presence or an opportu-
rity to open the door. The police-created euphemiom for this
increasingly common form of no-knock anfry into residences is
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WAS SCARED
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Los Angeles police deployed stun grenades on 25 occasions, and fol-
lowing Alberta Spruill's killing New York City pelice announced that
while executing search warrants in the late 1990°s the Emergency
Service Unit used stun grenades 50 to 75 Bmes a year, 65 times in
2000, 129 times in 2001, and 157 times in Z00Z. Between Jan. 1

tished in the Noval Law Review in 1998, “The public should be

at the use of 3 nonlethal weapon always raises the possi

sesious irjury, death, or destruction of property”
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(iéﬁg stun gfeﬂaﬁé o ronms of residences where hevg
af should know women, children, and babdes
are prasent. They throw stun grenades which explade on or
sear people an bysical injuries. They throw

ing stun whare small children
are present. They throw exploding stun grenades which land
in baby ctasllers from which & baby had been removed a fow
minutes earlier. They tivow exploding stun grenades which
bumn furhiture, rugs, and foors, and which start Srex.

The 27 appellate decisions indicate that, while courts
sometimes do express concern about police use of
exploding devices to serve warrants, legal sttacks on the
validity of explosive dynamic entry raids are Hkely to be
unsuccessful. Nineteen of the cases involved appeals from
criminal convictions, and only in one instance did the
court veverse a conviction on grounds the entry viotated
the Fourth Amendment. Seven of the 27 cases involved
civil actions for damages in behalf of persons subjected to
an explosive dynamic entry; in not a single instance did
the appetlate court uphold or enter a monetary judgment
in favor of a plaintiff. Such is the moribund condition of
judicial protection of Fourth Amendment rights in an era of
taw and order judges, public apathy about constitutional
criminal provedure protections, martial rhetoric about the
war on crime and drugs, and police agencies imbued with &
military mentality and equipped with military accouter-
ments and appurtenances,

It is not the purpose of this article to argue that police should
never at any time use stun gfenades There may be exceptional,

and May 16, 2003 it used stun to serve warrants 85 times.
1t seems indisputable that during the past 20 vears police have
effected hundreds, perbaps sven thousands, of explosive dynamic
entries ail over the country and that during the past five years there
have been mose such entries than in all previcus years.

A sturs grenade, uniike the traditional grenade, the purpose of
which is to bill or wound, ¢ designed to stup and distract try pro-

dinary circ tage-taking,
bamcadeé suspects, or ﬂalent meﬂtaay deranged pec«ple where
of stun is appropriate. The threat to liberty

lies not in the infrequent use of these weapons on certain special
sccasions, but in the growing likelihood that use of these explosive
devices may be routinized and become a standard and permanent
aspect of ngrma police practices such as the serving of warrants,
Explosive dynamic entry, a Gestapo-like tactic, must net and cannot
be atlowed to become, in the words of Diane Cecilia Weber, “a part

ducing 3 temporanily blinding light and a temporarily con-
cussion, but without the fan or ion of shrapnel. &
greniade produces a sensory overload with 3 loud bang and a

s smoke. Stun grenades carry a warning label that misuse
ause physical injury or death.
ownplay the suister pelice-state b it
. gotice refuse to call them
E “Rash bangs,”

i xm\ﬂaﬁ,e é@: 2%,
pyrotechnical devices,” or sven “a type of frecracker
however, 2 federal court of appents, vigorously sepressed its disdain
for both these Hnguistic affectations and the § wotice use
of stuns grenades, remarking that "police cannot sutomatically theow
bumbs into the drug dealers’ houses, evers if the bomb goes by the
cuphemism flach bang éefmz

Stun E a5 but they am
inherently dangercus and can, as the killing of Alberta Sprustl
proves, cause death. “The term ‘noniethal refers to the goal which
is to avoid fatalities,” Lt Cob James €. Duncan writes in an article

of day baw enforcement in 2 free soriety” Dtherwise thers will
be more Alberta Sprudlis,

“Democracy,” Winston Churchill once wiote, “means that if the
door bell rings in the sarly bours, it is lkely to be the milkman ”
America, however, appears to be moving inlo 4 warrior palice reg
where thers is no *%r‘g zsf the deor &e@, ars:f s aot f!ae mitknarn

based on inform i and news media
reports, listing 9" of t?%e is of incide:
since 1984 in which polics Ei;zw: deplayed stun grenades ta serve
warrants.
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