
“No Comment” or “Anything Goes” – 
A retrospective view on the regulation of public  
commentary by lawyers
Professor Lonnie Brown explores the issue of lawyers making extrajudicial  
comments about their clients and cases against the backdrop of the model 
regulatory standards that apply to such attorney speech.

Speaking out about school speech
Hosch Professor Anne Proffitt Dupre (J.D.’88) discusses her new 
book Speaking Up: The Unintended Costs of Free Speech in 
Public Schools, which examines the history of the debate on free 

speech in schools in the contexts of protests, student publications, 
religious speech, textbook selection, teacher commentary and civility.                        
Book cover appears courtesy of Harvard University Press, Copyright © 2009 by the 

President and Fellows of Harvard College.

Renowned teacher and former dean retires
After more than 35 years of service to the law school, Cleveland Chair and Meigs 
Professor Ron Ellington retired June 1.

Using investigative tools on the Internet
Foreign and International Law Librarian Anne Burnett (J.D.’90) shares ways for lawyers 
to turn the Internet into a handy resource when trying to obtain addresses, death records, 
property information and more. 

Headlines
Top news from Georgia Law.

Fourth graduate in five years to  
serve as U.S. Supreme Court clerk
Counting the selection of Merritt McAlister (J.D.’07) as a 
U.S. Supreme Court judicial clerk for the October 2009 term, 
Georgia Law graduates will have served our nation’s highest 
court in this capacity for four of the last five years.

Gingrich serves as Sanders Scholar
This spring, former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich taught  
a course on judicial review at Georgia Law as a Sanders  
Political Leadership Scholar with the assistance of 1983  
alumnus Randy Evans.

Editor’s Note: The Advocate is published 
annually by the University of Georgia 
School of Law for alumni, friends and 
members of the law school community. 
Please contact the Office of Commun-  
ications and Public Relations at 
(706) 542-5172 or lawcomm@uga.edu  
if you have any comments or suggestions.
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2008-09 BOARD OF VISITORS 
Chair Edward T.M. Garland, Kathelen V. 
Amos, Roy E. Barnes, Michael J. Bowers, 
James E. Butler Jr., Nancy Karen Deming, 
James B. Ellington, Eleanor “Elsie”  Dunlap 
Henderson, Julia Willcox Lumpkin and 
William J. Stembler.

2009-10 LAW SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
COUNCIL
President Gregory C. Sowell; President-elect 
David B. Bell; Immediate Past-president 
Henry C. Tharpe Jr.; Treasurer J. Thomas 
Morgan III; Secretary Santhia L. Curtis; 
District 1 Representative Daniel B. Snipes; 
District 2 Representative Charles E. Peeler; 
District 3 Representative Alan F. Rothschild 
Jr.; District 4 Representative Cale H. Conley; 
District 6 Representative Charles B. Haygood 
Jr.; District 7 Representative Jennifer Auer 
Jordan; District 8 Representative Page A. 
Pate; District 9 Representative S. Alan Cohn; 
District 10 Representative Sherry L. Jackson; 
At-large State Representatives George H. 
Carley, Wade W. Herring II, William H. 
Kitchens and Phaedra C. Parks; At-large 
Out-of-state Representative Nathaniel Lee. 
Representative for District 5 and other 
At-large Out-of-state Representatives TBA. 

ABOUT THE COVER: After more than 35 
years at Georgia Law and having served as 
both dean and professor, Cleveland Chair 
and Meigs Professor C. Ronald Ellington 
retired June 1. One of his many contribu-
tions to the law school includes securing 
the funding for Dean Rusk Hall (in the 
background) during his tenure as dean. 
Photo by Dennis McDaniel.

Heidi Murphy, editor and writer; Cindy 
Rice, principal writer; Drew Bloodworth, 
intern; Kudzu Graphics, design and pro-
duction; Creasey Printing Services, print-
ing; Jill Birch, Alexis Economy and Travis 
Esco, Class Notes.

© 2009 University of Georgia School of Law

Puckett to be honored with  
AALL’s highest award
Georgia Law Library Director and Professor Ann Puckett 
has recently been named a recipient of the most prestigious 
award presented by the American Association of Law 
Libraries in recognition of her service to law librarianship 
and to the AALL. 

Georgia’s chief justice to teach at Georgia Law
After stepping down as chief justice of the Supreme Court of Georgia, Leah Ward Sears will 
join the Georgia Law faculty as a visiting professor for the 2009-10 academic year.

Hirsch Hall Highlights
Key events and institutional briefs.

Faculty 
Accomplishments
The latest on faculty achievements and 
scholarship including the recognition of both 
Shackelford Professor Walter Hellerstein and 
Associate Dean and Hosch Professor Paul 
Kurtz with national awards. 

Student Briefs
Student activities, accomplishments and profiles.

Class of 2009 
Commencement
Pictures of this special day with excerpts from 
the ceremony’s keynote speech delivered by 
U.S. District Court Judge Lisa Godbey Wood 
(J.D.’90).

Alumni Activities
Alumni news and events.

Bondurant and Klein receive 
Distinguished Service Scroll Awards
Emmet Bondurant (LL.B.’60) and Ken Klein (J.D.’76) have been named the 2009 
recipients of the Law School Association’s highest honor. They received their Distinguished 
Service Scroll Awards this summer during the law school’s State Bar of Georgia Annual 
Meeting alumni breakfast.

Class Notes
Reports from your classmates and alumni profiles.
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In compliance with federal law, including the provi-
sions of Title IX of the Education Amendments of 
1972, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Sections 
503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and 
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the 
University of Georgia does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, sex, religion, color, national or eth-
nic origin, age, disability, or military service in its 
administration of educational policies, programs or 
activities; its admissions policies; scholarship and loan 
programs; athletic or other university-administered 
programs; or employment. In addition, the university 
does not discriminate on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion consistent with the university non-discrimination 
policy. Inquiries or complaints should be directed to 
the director of the Equal Opportunity Office, Peabody 
Hall, 290 South Jackson Street, University of Georgia, 
Athens, GA 30602. Telephone (706) 542-7912 (V/TDD). 
Fax (706) 542-2822.
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