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Gingrich serves as Sanders 
Scholar 

N ewt Gingrich, former speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, taught a course on judicial review at Georgia 

Law this spring as a Sanders Political Leadership Scholar.
“We were honored to have Newt Gingrich leading a course at the 

law school,” Dean Rebecca H. White said. “We strive to offer our 
students a variety of learning opportunities, and I am confident that 
studying under the former speaker helped them to better understand 
the interplay of law, politics and policy.”

Assisting him with the course was J. Randolph “Randy” Evans 
(J.D.’83), a frequent lecturer and author on government ethics and 
politics. 

Extending his time on campus, Gingrich also spoke to law school 
students at an event organized by the Georgia Law Republicans as 
well as to the wider university community at a separate gathering. 

Gingrich was first elected to Congress in 1978, where he served 
the 6th District of Georgia for 20 years. He served as speaker of the 
U.S. House from 1995 to 1999. Today, Gingrich is a senior fellow 
at the American Enterprise Institute and a distinguished visiting 
fellow at Stanford University. He is a member of the Terrorism Task 
Force for the Council on Foreign Relations, the U.S. Commission 
on National Security and the Defense Policy Board. 

Evans is a partner at McKenna Long & Aldridge. He served as 
counsel to the speakers of the 104th-109th Congresses of the United 
States. He has also participated in and supervised matters on behalf 
of the Office of the Speaker involving the separation of powers 
between the executive, legislative and judicial branches. 

The Sanders Scholar position is named for Georgia’s 74th gover-
nor and Georgia Law alumnus, Carl E. Sanders (J.D.’48). 

Previous Sanders Political Leadership Scholars who have taught 
a course at the law school include: former U.S. Sen. Wyche Fowler 
Jr., prominent media personality and political consultant Paul E. 
Begala, former Georgia Secretary of State Cathy Cox, former U.S. 
Department of Commerce Deputy Secretary Theodore “Ted” W. 
Kassinger (J.D.’78), former U.S. Sen. J. Maxwell “Max” Cleland 
and former Georgia Supreme Court Justice George T. Smith 
(LL.B.’48).

Puckett to be honored 
with AALL’s  
highest award

G eorgia Law 
A l e x a n d e r 

Campbell King Law 
Library Director and 
Professor E. Ann 
Puckett has been named 
a recipient of the most 
prestigious award pre-
sented by the American  
Association of Law 
Libraries, the Marian 
Gould Gallagher 
Distinguished Service 
Award.

This accolade is 
given annually by the 
association in recogni-
tion of outstanding, 
extended and sustained 

service to law librarianship and to the AALL. 
Puckett will be formally presented with the award in July at the 

AALL’s annual meeting.
One of the letters nominating Puckett for this honor stated, 

“Ann’s lengthy career has been a testament to the ideals of law librari-
anship. She is an enthusiastic advocate for the profession [and her] 
extensive knowledge and love of [it] is unparalleled.”

A nationally recognized leader in law library management, 
Puckett joined the Georgia Law faculty in 1994, where she teaches a 
course on law and disability in addition to overseeing the law library, 
computing services and educational technology for the law school.

Throughout her career, Puckett has held numerous professional 
leadership positions within the AALL. She served as an executive 
board member from 1993 to 1996 and was the founder of the 
group’s Mentor Project. She has also chaired three special interest 
sections of the AALL.

Additionally, since 2003 she has been a faculty fellow of UGA’s 
Institute on Human Development and Disability. 

Puckett also serves on the governing boards of Georgia Options 
in Community Living and the Georgia Options Foundation as 
well as on the independent Human Rights Committee for Georgia 
Options.

Puckett earned her bachelor’s degree from Eastern Illinois 
University and her Juris Doctor and master’s degree in library sci-
ence from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

She served as a law librarian at the University of Kansas, Southern 
Illinois University and Northwestern University before becoming 
director of the law library and professor at the South Texas College 
of Law, where she remained until joining Georgia Law.

This spring, former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich taught a course on judicial review 
at Georgia Law with the assistance of Randy Evans (J.D.’83). Here, Gingrich (left) walks 
to class with Georgia Law students enrolled in his course after having breakfast with them 
downtown. Photo by UGA Public Affairs’ Andrew Davis Tucker.
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