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JANUARY 26, 1970 _ ADVANCE SHEET  PAGE 2
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir:

Traditionally the Libel Party
has meant "open season” on the
faculty and administration, however
it seems only sporting that there
be articulated some, even though
only vaguely defined, rules of the
hunt. Many may disagree with ny
views, but I felt that with a few
exceptions, the outstanding one
being Jimmy Carter"s rendition of
Professor Sentell, the recent Libel
Party was an inane and largely
humorless event.

I hesitate to speak in terms
of "taste" when discussing the
Libel Party, since the audience,
professors included, generally
expects a rikald, causi  : perform-
ance. However, I would hate to scee
what I consider a great satirical
vehicle destroyed by abuse. The
faculty are great sports to appear

]

Libel Party Continued from Page 1

Fatback. Suddenly in swooped
"Flash" Odum disguised as Mr.
Player with a fifty foot screw-
driver for student relief. Flash
because of a deteriocation of brain
cells was unable to remember his
lines but he sure could swing that
cape. After leaving the faculty

lounge Rufus entered the model
classroom of Hunter Taylor (Boo
Booth) as Taylor was giving his now
famous line "you can snicker now
but 99 per cent of you won't be
here next year to laugh.” ,
Confusion began to reign as
D¢ no received a collect phone call
from Roy "The Kingfish" Harris
("Inkman" Murray), "The Kingfish"”
quoted an old parable to the effect
that Deano had better grab it and
growl because the Big Ax in the sky
is ready to fall. If this was not
enough, J.D. Reaves (Hugh "Baby
Lovin'") in his famous i.e.,
suppose, query, routine added to the
confusion. Finally Perry Sentell
added some semblance of unity in his
now famous Jimmy Carter routine.
Shouting and <iting Mr. Sentell
closed out the annual Libel Party on
an hilarious note as it goes down
into history as another extra-

vaganza.

at an affair, which for them is
somewhat akin to appearing before
a loaded gun, to laugh with us at

themselves, their personal idicsyan-
crasies and piccadillos. Conse-
gquently, I feel "taste"” in the pro-

cuction of a Libel show would
demand (]) a minimum of crudity for
the sake of crudity; (2) an absence
of character attacks with little or
no basis in reality; (3) a soften-
ing of those blows which do land
with a cushion of comedy.

The "libelous" renarks uttered
on stage ostensibly gain inmunity
from censure if they are funny.
Indeed, criticism enveloped in
levity should enable even the most
thin-skinned professor to suffer
the slings and arrows of the second
year class with a degree of eguanim-
ity. However, the absence of clever
dialogue and scenario can render
what might be deemed "borderline
offensive" totally offensive.

Lackinc any display of that
"facile wit" which is supposedly the
lawver's stock in trade, an occasion
for biting satire can quickly
degenerate into an occassion for
embarrassment. Hovefully this
vear's first year class will put
more effort into next year's
production and brinag the Libel
Party back into the realm of enter-

tainment. Bill Montgomery
GEORGIA
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ww.w —aw School Forum will sponsor
an address by Ralph Salerno on
Thursday, Jan. 29 at 8:30 P.M.
the Law School Auditorium. Mr.
Salerno is recognized as one of the
leading authorities in this country
on the Mafia. He is the author of
The Crime Confederation, recently

published by Doubleday.
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