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ADVANCE SHEET

~ SBA REPORT

The subject of discussion at
last week's assembly was the
Georgia Bar Exam. Because of the
rather disastrous results of the
June, 1969 exam much justified
concern has been expressed by
many law students and by the
deans of Georgia law schools.
Partly as a result of this
concern the Board of Examiners
invited the deans of accredited
and unaccredited Georgia law
schools to meet with them to
discuss the problem. The taking
of this initiative by the
examiners is a sign of encourage-
ment in itself, since prior to
this, the examiners have held
themselves somewhat aloof. They
acknowledged that there may be
some problems and agreed to have
periodic meetings with the deans
to review exam guestions and get
the opinion of the deans as to
whether a particular question
appropriately probes the ex-
aminee's ability to analyze
legal problems or whether the
gquestion inappropriately probes
the examinee's knowledge of
legal technicalities. This is
certainly a laudable step in
view of the expressed aim of the
Board of Examiners to test an
examinee's ability to recognize
and analyze legal problems of
general application. This step
toward ordination of the Bar
and acedemia could be instrumental
in eliminating any nit-picking
gquestions of a technical nature.

Representatives from Mercer,
Emory, and Georgia are working
together to compile an in depth
statistical survey of the bar
exams given in other states and
also to make survey of the
success achieved by students from
the three schools with out-of-
state exams and the Georgia exam.
The results of this survey and the
conclusions drawn from it will be
presented to the Board of Examiners
and the Supreme Court of Georgia in

the form of positive suggestions.

Some proposals for immediate
consideration are: (1) charter the
three-day period required to take
the exam; (2) reduce the number of
guestions and subject areas covered;
(3) maintain a semblance of uniformity
of subject areas covered from one
exam to the next; (4) make a concerted
effort to eliminate the apparent in-
consistency in difficulty of qguestions
or of grading as evidenced by the
lack of uniformity in percentage
passing each exam; (5) alter procedure
to allow results to be published at
an earlier date; (6) select a facility
which will provide improved conditions
under which the exam is taken; (7)
seek to have educational reguirement
increased to completion of four years
of college and a three year law
program.

While it is true that only 33%
of all examinees taking the Georgia
Bar Exam are successful, it should
be noted that since it is no longer
possible to take the exam prior to
graduation, over 75% (including the
June, 1969 totals) of U.Ga. law
graduates have passed on the first
try. Additionally, Dean Cowen's pre-
diction is that this percentage should
stabilize at better than 85% in the
future.

The Board of Governors is currently
undertaking action in several areas.
Notable among these is the organiza-
tion of an effective and meaningful
evaluation of professors and courses.
The objectives of this evaluation
program which is to be organized on
a permanent basis are three-fold:

(1) to assist individual professors
by making them aware of responsible
stuc 1t criticism and suggestions
for improved instruction; (2)

to assist the faculty evaluation
committee by presenting re-
sponsible student opinion; (3)

to assist the student body by
maintaining a composite evaluation
of all professors and courses.

This week I shall meet with the
faculty and recommend that they
Continued On Page 4
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COACH REDEYE Continued From Page 3

on the board though’ sick due to
rooning with Chunkie Pannell.
"Strech" certainly made a sacrifice
for the School having to be wheeled
to the game in a stretcher, in
order to play. Also Boom-a-Rang
Willis was not at full strength
either as he limped about the

court but on second thought this
might not be an injury since Boom-
a-Rang always runs like he has a
wooden leg.

Finally Bozo Richardson and the
Stilt put the wham-o on the boards
as both had a brilliant game.

It is only a matter of time before
they will be selected to the Eagle
Hall of Fame. Well Sportsfans

this ends another basketball season
and the last for the Hulk. It has
been grins and I'll be looking
forward to covering softball next
quarter. Good luck on finals and

hang in there.
...The Incredible Hulk
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adopt a proposal to implement a
reading period of three days prior
to Spring guarter exams by extend-
ing class periods to fifty-five
minutes. This will allow the
required number of class hours to
be satisfied in two less class
periods. Additionally I shall
propose that a faculty- student
committee be formed to study al-
ternative methods whereby such a
reading period could be implemen-
ted on a permanent basis starting
in the fall.

I shall also convey to the fac-
ulty the Board of Governors' rec-~
commendation that a student-faculty
relations committee be formed to
act as a liaison c¢roup between the
faculty and the student body. The
purpose of such a group would he
to provide a direct channel of
communication and a forum for the
airing of student and faculty
grievances.

by Oscar Cook
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