Alumni Activities

Awards Day 2009

A

wards Day is a tradition at the School of Law that
provides faculty, students and staff the opportunity to honor those who have excelled both in and
out of the classroom. One of the honors presented is
membership in the Order of the Coif, which includes
those who graduated in the top 10 percent of their
class. Class of 2008 inductees pictured with Associate
Dean Paul M. Kurtz (far left), Martin Chair James C.
Smith (second from right) and Dean Rebecca H. White
(far right) were: (l. to r.) Kelly S. Culpepper, Kellee
A. Padgett, Amanda A. Barrett, Thomas C. “Chase”
Samples, Shunta H. Grant, Robert H. Snyder, Lindsey
C. Perry, Sarah M. Stephens, Rebecca M. Thornhill,
Brittany L. Summers, Matthew M. Weiss, Megan R. Usher, Scott R. Grubman and Tully T. Blalock III. Not pictured: Farrar J. Barker, M.
Katherine Bates, Joseph I. Bolling, James E. “Jeb” Butler, Stephen F. Dmetruk Jr., Behrouz Kianian and Naveen Ramachandrappa.

Mann takes the helm of development office

I

t is my pleasure to write to you for the first
time as the director of development at the
School of Law.
Though some of my friends have questioned
my judgment for accepting a new fundraising
position in the midst of such economic tumult,
my family and I are proud to have joined the
Georgia Law community.
I look forward to working with our alumni and friends to continue the progress made in recent years by this great law school.
Despite the economy, the School of Law has continued to enjoy
steady financial support from its alumni and friends.
Last fall, current Board of Visitors member Michael J. Bowers
(J.D.’74) pledged $1,000,000 to the law school. His gift supports
the creation of the Arthur K. Bolton Professorship and other initiatives on campus.
Additionally, in the fall, new BOV member Bill J. Stembler
(J.D.’71) made a leadership pledge in support of the law school’s
future fundraising initiative and to ensure the continued strength
of his alma mater.
And to this point in our fiscal year (which ends June 30, 2009),
the School of Law has received more than 200 additional gifts compared to the same date last year.
Despite these successes, we have engaged with a number of our
supporters who are hesitant to make major new charitable commitments because of the uncertainty of our country’s economy.
Fruitful conversations continue, and we have been particularly
pleased that several alumni have chosen to substantially increase
their annual giving while waiting for stocks and other assets to regain
value.
As of press time, the Law School Fund is keeping pace with last
year’s record-setting year and, as mentioned, we have received sub40

2009 Advocate

stantially more contributions than on this same date last year.
Because of losses suffered by the law school’s endowments held
by both the UGA Foundation and the Arch Foundation (both had
lost more than one-quarter of their value as of Dec. 31, 2008), the
Law School Fund is more important than ever as a source for providing scholarships and other funding for our students.
But in any environment, continuing to grow the Law School
Fund is one of our top priorities as it gives Dean Rebecca H. White
cash resources she can use to address immediate needs and opportunities. It also helps to ensure the School of Law can compete
effectively for outstanding students and faculty.
Our alumni and friends are justly proud of this law school, and
we rightly celebrate the profound positive impact both the school
and our alumni have on our state and nation.
Even with its long history of success, the School of Law has
continually improved.
But the competition among law schools is fierce, and none of our
peers are standing still.
Just to maintain the law school’s current stature will require an
increased commitment of financial resources from our alumni and
friends.
To become the school that we want to be – to be among the
handful of truly elite public law schools in the nation – will require
substantial growth both in the number of our financial supporters
and in the magnitude of gifts given by those who are already among
our contributors.
Thankfully, I have yet to meet any alumni or other boosters who
do not want an even better University of Georgia School of Law, and
I look forward to working with as many of you as possible to move
Georgia Law forward.
- Director of Development Scotty G. Mann
www.law.uga.edu

