


Dorothy Roberts is a professor at Northwestern University School of Law, with joint 
appointments as a faculty affiliate in the Department of Sociology, a faculty fellow of the 
Institute for Policy Research, and a faculty affiliate of the Joint Center for Poverty Research. 
She received her B.A. from Yale College and her J.D. from Harvard Law School. Professor 
Roberts has written and lectured extensively on the interplay of gender, race, and class in legal 
issues concerning reproduction and motherhood. She is the author of Killing the Black Body: 
Race, Reproduction, and the Meaning of Liberty (Pantheon, 1997), which received a I 998 Myers 
Center Award for the Study of Human Rights in North America, as well as the coauthor of 
casebooks on constitutional law and women and the law. She has published more than fifty 
articles and essays in books, scholarly journals, newspapers, and magazines, including Harvard 
Law Review, Yale Law Journal, University of Chicago Law Review, Social Text, and The New 
York Times. Her influential article, "Punishing Drug Addicts Who Have Babies: Women of 
Color, Equality, and the Right of Privacy" (Harvard Law Review, 1991)., has been widely cited 
and is included in a number of anthologies. 

Professor Roberts has been a visiting professor at the University of Pennsylvania and Stanford, 
and a fellow at Harvard University's Program in Ethics and the Professions. She serves as a 
consultant to the Center for Women Policy Studies in Washington, D.C., and as a member of the 
board of directors of the National Black Women's Health Project, the National Coalition for 
Child Protection Reform, and the Public Interest Law Center of New Jersey. She has delivered 
several endowed lectures, including the James Thomas Lecture at Yale Law School, was elected 
twice by the Rutgers School of Law graduating class to be faculty graduation speaker, and was 
voted outstanding first-year course professor by the Northwestern School of Law class of2000. 
She received the Radcliffe Graduate Society Medal in June, 1998. She is currently working on a 
book entitled Shattered Bonds: The Color of Child Welfare, which will be published by Basic 
Books in November 200 l. 
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Welcome .... ..... .. ..... .......... .. .. .. .. ......... ....... ....... ........ .... ... ...... Marie/air E. Partee, WLSA President 

Introductory Remarks .. ..... ... .... .. ...... .. ..... ..... ............ Anne Allen Westbrook, WLSA Vice President 

Introduction of Lecturer .... .. ... ... ...... ..... ... ...... ............. .... .. .... ......... .. .............. Judge Patricia Barron 

Lecture ..... ... .. .. ... ...... ..... ..... .. ............... .. ... ............. ... ...... ... ..... .. .............. Professor Dorothy Roberts 

Questions and Answers ....... .. .... .. ............ .............. ... .. ...... .. ... .. ....... ........ Professor Dorothy Roberts 

Conclusion ................................ ... ...... .. ... .. ...... ... .. .. ... .. .......... .... .. ...... .. .... ...... Anne Allen Westbrook 

Reception follows in Law School Rotunda 

As one of the largest student organizations at the University of Georgia School of Law, 
WLSA 's mission is to strengthen women by providing educational, professional and 
social events that benefit all students, with a focus on women in law. Past activities have 
included projects with Ilabitat for Humanity, clothing drives for the Battered Women 's 
Shelter, an annual welcome party for first year students, and an annual wine and cheese 
reception for faculty and students. The high point of WLSA 's spring schedule is the Edith 
House Lecture. 



Previous Edith House Lecturers 

Susan Oki Mollway, United States District Judge for the District of Hawaii, "Getting Confinned as a Federal 
Judge." October 6, 1999 

Sarah Weddington, Associate Professor, The University of Texas at Austin, "Roe v. Wade-25 Years Later." 
September 23, 1998 

Anne M. Coughlin, Class of 1941 Research Professor, University of Virginia, "Sex and Guilt." October 15, 
1997 

Martha S. West, Professor of Law, University of California at Davis, "What 's in It for Me? Why Don't 
White Women Support Affinnative Action?" October 24, 1996 

Mary E. Becker, Professor of Law, University of Chicago, "The first Amendment and Sexual Harassment at 
School and at Work." November 2, 1995 

Chief Judge Dorothy Toth Beasley, Georgia Court of Appeals, "Why Are We Here'" January 25 , 1995 

Brooksley E. Born, Partner, Arnold and Porter, Washington D.C., "Private PracticeiPublic Service: 
Reminiscences on the Women' s Rights Movement." March 9, 1994 

Carrie Menkel-Meadow, Professor of Law, Cniversity of California, Los Angeles, ''Mainstreaming Feminist 
Legal Theory and the Production of Legal Knowledge." March 12, 1993 

Patricia J. Williams, Assoc iate Professor of Law, University of Wisconsin, "Banished Bodies." March 13, 
1992 

Mari J. Matsuda, Associate Professor of Law, University of Hawaii, 'Towards a Feminist Theory 
Interconnecting Subordinations." April S, 1991 

Patricia A. Cain, Professor of Law, University of Texas, "A Postrnodem Feminist Critique of Equal 
Protection Doctrine." March 15 , 1990 

Martha Minow, Professor of Law, Harvard Law School, "Diversity: Gender, Religion, and Race." March 16, 
1989 

R. Lea Bri lmayer, Nathan 13aker Professor of Law, Yale University, "International Affairs and the 
Implausibility of Democracy." April 6, 1988 

Antonia Handler Chayes, Chairman, ENDISPUTE, Inc ., "Beyond Negotiation: Alternati ve Dispute 
Resolution." March 12, 1987 

Ela ine Vogel-Polsky, Professor of Law, University Libre de Bruxelles, "Positive Action with in the European 
Economic Communi ty.'' September 25, 1985 

Justice Shirley S. Abrahamson, Supreme Court of Wisconsin, "Justice and Juror." March 7, 1985 

Judge Gladys Keller, Superior Court, District of Columbia, "The Crisis in Child SuppOti." April3, 1984 

Nadine Taub, Professor of Law, Rutgers University, "Refining the Equality Principle: Formal Equality, 
Substantive Equality and Special Treatment for Women." May 3, 1983 



EDITH HOUSE LECTURE FUND CONTRIBUTION INFORMATION 

The Women Law Students Association is grateful to Dean David Shipley and the 
law school faculty for their support of this lecture series. The series is made possible 
through the generous contributions of alumni, students, faculty and friends of the Edith 
House endowment fund for the Edith House Lecture Series in Law. 

Individuals who would like to make a fin ancial contribution to the House Lecture 
Fund may make checks payable to "UGA Foundation" and note on the memo line "for 
Edith House Lecture Fund." Please mail contributions to the attention ofWLSA, UGA 
School of Law, Athens, GA, 30602-6012. 

The Women Law Students Association and the Law School community 
appreciate your interest and support of this endowment fund. 
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Edith House, a native of Winder, Georgia, was co-valedictorian of the Class of 1925, and 
one of the first two women to graduate from the University of Georgia School of Law. 
Following graduation, she practiced four years in Clearwater, Florida. She was then 
appointed Assistant United States Attorney for the Southern District of Florida, and held 
that post for the next thirty years. When the Southern District was subdivided to create 
the new Middle District, Ms. House was appointed to the post ofUnited States Attorney 
for the new Southern District. Upon completion of the transitional period, Ms. House 
retired in 1963. She lived in Jacksonville, Florida, until her death on December 14, 1987. 
It is in memory of her hard work and pioneering spirit that this lecture series is dedicated. 
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