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Tanya Hernandez, who writes in the field of comparative race and racism, argues that the
United States is poised to adopt the “multiracial matrix” that characterizes state and civil
society in Cuba, Brazil, and Puerto Rico. Hernandez describes this matrix as composed of
four beliefs:
(1) [R]acial mixture and diverse racial demography will resolve racial problems by
transcending race; (2) fluid racial identity is an indicator of a form of racial progress
that deconstructs the stability of racial categories and thereby brings society closer
to a colorblind utopia; (3) racism is solely a phenomenon of aberrant racist
individuals who inappropriately express their prejudice; and (4) discussing race or
focusing on race is itself racist because it disrupts the harmony of race neutrality.
Judging from these indicators, perhaps the dream of finally achieving racial harmony
through racial intermixing is about to become real. Hernandez and some other scholars,
however, are worried rather than pleased about the emergence of the multiracial matrix.
Some worry that despite the emergence of an anti-race public discourse, racism has not
disappeared, but instead has retreated into individual cognitive processing systems, where
it is inaccessible to legal intent tests (and, often, the individual's own conscious mind),
yet continues to shape the life chances of persons according to race. In this view, what is
disappearing is not racism but rather our ability to talk about it. Others argue that in the
new millennium traditional racism is indeed disappearing, but only to be slowly
supplanted by colorism, in which the color of a person's skin will take on more
importance in determining how she is treated by others than her ancestry. In this Article, I
speculate about the implications of this second possibility.
In Part I, I survey the critical race theory literature addressing colorism. This literature
has examined how colorism fits (or doesn't fit) into the existing apparatus of antidiscrimination law in the United States, and - as in Hernandez's work - the relationship
between colorism in the United States and in other countries. In Part II, I draw on a
different strand of critical race theory literature to argue that the work of the
performativity school offers a way to conceptually link colorism to more familiar forms
of racism. In Part III, I speculate about the possible effects on society and antidiscrimination law of a drift away from ancestry as an important component of assigned
race and towards a greater focus on color.

