


Mary E. Becker, Professor of Law at the University of Chicago 
School of Law, received her J.D. cum laude from that institution 
in 1980. She served as a law clerk for the Honorable Abner J. 
Mikva of the United States Court of Appeals for the district of 
Columbia and the Honorable Lewis F. Powell, Jr. of the United 
States Supreme Court. Professor Becker has taught at the 
University of Chicago Law School since 1982. She has written 
and lectured extensively on numerous topics, including custody 
rights, barriers to the political system faced by women, current 
discrimination remedies, the Bill of Rights, and university speech 
codes. Professor Becker is one of three authors of a recent 
textbook on Feminist Jurisprudence. Active in the legal 
community, she is an outstanding advocate for women. 
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The Women Law Students Association is grateful to Dean Edward 
D. Spurgeon for his continuing support of this lecture series. The 
series is made possible through the generous contributions of 
alumni, students, faculty and other friends of the endowment fund 
for the Edith House Lecture Series in Law. 



Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kacy C. Eaves 
WLSA President 

Introductory Remarks ..... . ..... . .. Jenny J. Fitzpatrick 
WLSA Vice-President 

Introduction of Lecturer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paul J. Heald 
Associate Professor 

Lecture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary E. Becker 
Professor 

University of Chicago School of Law 

Questions and Answers . . . . . . . . . Professor Mary E. Becker 

Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kacy C. Eaves 

Reception in Auditorium Foyer 

WLSA is actively involved in the Law School Community. We are 
one of the largest student organizations at the University of 
Georgia School of Law as well as one of the largest WLSA 
organizations nationally. Our mission is to strengthen women by 
providing educational, professional and social events to benefit all 
students with a focus on women in law. Fall 1995 activities 
included a Pre-Orientation welcome party for the incoming first­
year students, mentoring entering women, the annual Wine and 
Cheese Reception, a Supreme Court Forum and a Battered Women 
Clothing Drive. The high point of the Fall Semester is the Edith 
House Lecture. 



Previous Lecturers 

Chief Judge Dorothy Toth Beasley, Georgia Court of Appeals, "Why Are We Here?" 
January 25, 1995 

Brooks ley E. Born, Partner, Arnold & Porter, Washington, D. C., "Private 
Practice/Public Service: Reminiscences On The Women 's Rights Movement. " March 9, 
1994 

Carrie Menkel-Meadow, Professor of Law, University of California at Los Angeles, 
"Mainstreaming Feminist Legal Theory and 11ze Production of Legal Knowledge. " March 
12, 1993 

Patricia J. Williams, Associate Professor of Law, University of Wisconsin, "Banished 
Bodies." March 13, 1992 

Mari J. Matsuda, Associate Professor of Law, University of Hawaii, "Toward a Feminist 
Theory Interconnecting Subordinations." April 8, 1991 

Patricia A. Cain, Professor of Law, University of Texas, "A Postmodern Feminist 
Critique od Equal Protection Doctrine." March 15, 1990 

Martha Minow, Professor of Law, Harvard Law School, "Diversity: Gender, Religion, 
and Race. " March 16, 1989 

R. Lea Brilmayer, Nathan Baker Professor of Law, Yale University, "International Affairs 
and the Implausibility of Democracy." April6, 1988 

Antonia Handler Chayes, Chairman, ENDISPUTE, Inc. , "Beyond Negotiation: 
Alternative Dispute Resolution." March 12, 1987 

Elaine Vogel-Polsky, Professor of Law, University Libre de Bruxel/es, "Positive Action 
Within the European Economic Community." September 25, 1985 

Justice Shirley S. Abrahamson, Supreme Court of Wisconsin, "Justice and Juror. " 
March 7, 1985 

The Honorable Gladys Keller, Superior Court, District of Columbia, "The Crisis in Child 
Support." April 3, 1984 

Nadine Taub, Professor of Law, Rutgers University, "Refining the Equality Principle: 
Formal Equality, Substantive Equality and Special Treatment for Women." May 3, 1983 



Without all the wonderful support from faculty, staff, WLSA 
members, past contributors and friends, the Edith House Lecture 
Series could not be possible. Special thanks are offered to the 
contributors to the Edith House Fund; because of you, Edith House 
continues to influence both men and women in the pursuit of legal 
excellence. Recognition and thanks go to University of Georgia 
School of Law administrative associates, Tammy Mettenberger, 
Phyllis Cooke and Valerie Sikes. Added support and patience have 
been given by Jill Birch, Director of Alumni Programs; Kathy 
Pharr, Director of Communications and Public Relations; 
Professor Sarajane Love, WLSA 's faculty advisor; and Richard 
Yancey, Director of the Law School Fund. Many thanks to 
Elizabeth Schuchs, who organized the lecture facilities and 
reception, and to Judy McLeod, who coordinated the dinner. The 
effort of all the WLSA members who volunteered their time to help 
with the lecture is greatly appreciated. It could not have been 
done without you. 

Jenny J. Fitzpatrick 
Edith House Chairwoman 

Vice President, WLSA 

Individuals who wish to make a tax-deductible contribution to the 
Edith House Lecture Fund are invited to do so. Contributions may 
be sent to the attention of Richard Yancey, Director of the Law 
School Fund, the University of Georgia School of Law, Athens, 
Georgia 30602-6012. 



1995-96 Contributors to the Edith House Fund 

The Women Law Students Association and the Law School 
gratefully acknowledge the generosity of the below-listed 
contributors to the Edith House Lecture Series Fund. 

Ms. Kathy Elizabeth Adams 
Mrs. Kathy Lee Adams . 

Ms. Susan Rebecca Bailey 
Mr. and Mrs. Milner S. Ball 

Dean and Mrs . James Ralph Beaird 
Chief Judge Dorothy Toth Beasley 
Ms. Dorinda Gilmore Dallmeyer 

Mrs. Anne Proffitt Dupre 
Mr. William G. Dupre 

Mr. Charles Latimer Gowen 
Mrs. Peggy P. Harrell 

Dean and Mrs. Paul Kurtz 
Ms. Sarajane Newton Love 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael M. Moorhead 
Ms. Mary Elizabeth Patrick 

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Joseph Pethel 
Mr. John Bartow Rees, Jr. 
Dr. Thomas 1. Schoenbaum 

Ms. E. Stephanie Stuckey 
Mr. and Mrs . W. Jefferson Tate 

Mrs. Cedelia House Walker 
Ms. Marion U. Wood 



Edith Elizabeth House, native of Winder, Georgia, was co­
valedictorian of the Class of 1925, and one of the first two 
women to graduate from the University of Georgia School of 
Law. She was in private practice for four years in Clearwater, 
Florida, where she was appointed Assistant United States 
Attorney for the Southern District of Florida and served for 30 
years. She led as Acting United States Attorney for the Southern 
District of Florida during significant reorganization and 
restructuring. Upon completion of this difficult task, Ms. House 
retired. She lived in Jacksonville, Florida until her death on 
December 14, 1987. 
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