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·.·:.·· Just.ice Neely is author of the book, How Courts Govern America, 
which was published by Yale University Press in 1981. In his book 
he advances the idea that judicial review is a democratic, institu
tional compensation for the structural defe·cts of the legislative 
branch and the bureaucratic self-dealing of the executive branch of 
government. 

Neely's writing is based on his experiences as a state legis
lator and jurist. He was elected to the West Virginia House of 
Delegates in 1971 and he became a member of that state's Supreme 
Court of Appeals in 1973 at the age of 31. 

He practiced law alone in Fairmont, West Virginia for four 
years after military service in Viet Nam. He earned his A.B. in 
economics at Dartmouth in 1964 and his law degree at Yale in 1967. 

Neely is Professor of Economics at the University of Charles
ton, and he has been an active businessman for many years. 

In addition to his book, 
1n Juris Doctor magazine and 
economics. His most recent 
Crime," appeared in the August 

Neely has published numerous articles 
is author of a law review article on 
article entitled, "The Politics of 
1982 issue of Atlantic Mont~. 


