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-2In 1961, a few weeks after he became Attorney General of the United
States, Robert Kennedy came to Athens to address the Law Day exercises. It was .
his first formal address as Attorney General, and he emphasized America's historic
debt to law as the source of freedom:
"Law is the link between man and freedom," he said. "lve know
that it is law which enables men to live together, that creates
order out of chaos. We know that law is the glue lvhich holds
civilization together."
If that glue seems weaker now, ~~e can take comfort from our common history·
In our most challenging moments in the past, the rule of law in America has been a
fighting faith.
--Two centuries ago, the people of Nassachusetts and Georgia and eleven
other tiny colonies fought together to create this new experiment in democracy, and
America became a testament of liberty and a beacon of freedom to all the world.
-- A century ago, in America's dar!cest night, sons of Georgia and
Massachusetts fought against each other and died for their beliefs, but the
Republic survived intact, stronger than before.
-- A generation ago, men of Georgia and Massachusetts stood together
once again, from the trenches of Western Europe to_ the jungles of the South
Pacific, fighting to preserve our freedom against the world-wide threat of tyranny
and foreign domination.
Today, we share a different kind of struggle. It is not a struggle
with arms and bombs and tanks and planes-against a threat without. Instead, wefight against a deeper threat within, where the only battleground is the procedure~
of the Constitution, where the only weapons are principles and ideas, where the
~-
only injuries are self-inflicted wounds. It is a fight for the conscience of
America, for the preservation of the rule o~ l~w, for the foundation on which ail
our other freedoms rest.
But that is the sort of challenGe that has always summoned forth the
best in us.
Too often in these days, it is the fashion to see America only as a
'troubled nation, searching for its soul •
But that diagnosis is not complete, because it misses the most important
truth about America and the rule of law in 1974.
Yes, we are a troubled nation. We struggle under the first Presidential
impeachment proceedings in a century. We struggle under the endless seige of
inflation and unemployment that plagues the economy in every section of the country.
We struggle under the racial and social tensions that deny the blessings of our
heritage to so many of our citizens.

'Aii that is true, but there. is a brighter and more important side.
Those who look at America and see only the troubled face do not see the real
America, because they do not see our basic strength. They do not realize that
Watergate is more of a challenge than a crisis.
...,.,
And the heart of our strength today -- as it has always been before -is in our-people and their deep and abiding faith in the rule of law, the faith
that our system of government is equal to any challenge.
We believe in a government of laws, not of men. We believe in equal
justice under law. We believe in robust and open debate on every issue. We
believe in freedom of the press.
Above all, we believe in our Constitution and Bill of Rights and the
rule of law. They are the source of our greatness in the past. They are the source
of our present strength today. They are the source of aur hope for tomorrow and
the future.
That is why the process of impeachment is not a process to be feared.
It is a process provided by the Constitution,. subject to all the rights and obligations familiar to the law. So long as the process is thorough, fair and open and
guided by the law, the nation can have full confidence that through the process,
our democracy will no~ ohly heal itself, but emerge stronger than before.
Jefferson said, the price of liberty is eternal vigilance. Years from
now, the truly lasting effect of the impeachment process may well be its effect on
our children and future generations, as a historical reminder of how easily liberty
is lost where vigilance is weak.

-6The ancient virtues that built this country and n1ade it great are the
self-same virtues that 1-rill keep it great today -- courage and hope, ~rork and
duty, faith and sacrifice, truth and justice, the 1-rorth of the connuon citizen.
Without these virtues, the rule of lr.w is helpless. The Constitution
becomes just another parchment under glass. But with these virtues, 1-re can
rekindle the trUe patriotic spirit of America, and the flame of liberty will burn
as brightly as before. The Constitution will come alive again. The people will
find leaders able to bring back the greatness in our nation's character.
America will prosper, Horth and South together.
Long ago, in another Athens, the land where the idea of democracy 1·1as
born, Pericles, the great statesman and Itilitary commander of the ancient ivorld,
paid tribute to the citizens of Athens who had fallen in the first year of the
terrible war with Sparta. In the immortal •rords of his funeraJ cration honoring
those fallen heroes, Pericles said:
"The secret of happiness is liberty,
And the secret of liberty is courage."
Across the centuries, across t1vo thousand years, those 1vords are as true
for America today as they •rere for ancient Greece. That is the real message of the
rule of law in 1974, and that is the message I leave 1-rith you on Law Day. here
in Georgia.
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