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CONSTITUTION., 13
LV. A court-houfe and jail to be ereéted at the public expence in each county, Ofcaurton-
where .thc prefent convention -or the future legiflature fhall point out and dirett.

LVI. All perfons whatever fhall have the free exercife of their religion; provided Keliiontole-
it be not repugnant to the peace and fafety of the flate; and fhall not, unlefs by con-
fent, fupport any teacher, or teachers, except thole of their own profeffion.

LVII. The great {eal of this ftate fhall have the following device: on one ﬁde 2 Great cal, s
fcroll, whereon Jhall be engraved, ¢ The Conftitution of the fate of Georgia;” and
the m’otto, ¢¢ Probonopublico:” ontheother fide an elegant houle, and other buildings ;
fields of corn, and meadows covered with fheep and cattle; a river running t_hr.oggh
the fame, with a fhip under full fail; and the motto, ¢ Deus nobis hec otia fecit,

LVIIIL No perfon fhall be allowed to plead in the courts of law in this ftate, except Almicion ot
thofc who are authorifed (o to do by the Houfe of Affembly; and if any perfon {o
authorifed fhall be found guilty of mal-pratlice before the Houfe of Affembly, they
thall have power to fufpend them. This is not.mtended to cxcl_ude any pqrfon from
that inherent privilege of every freeman, the liberty to plead his own caule,

LIX. Exceflive fines fhall not be levied, nor exceflive bail demanded, Fines and bal

uot tobe ex-
CESSIVE.

L.X. The principles of the habeas corpus al {hall be a part of this conftitution, Habeascorpu,

LXI. Freedom of the prefs, and trial by jury, to remain inviolate for ever. Fresdom of
trialby jury,
LXII. No clergyman of any denomination fhall be allowed a feat in the legifla- Gerer meige

ture.

LXII1. No alteration fhall be made in this conflitution without petitions from a Eﬁﬂsiif‘ﬁﬁfa‘t
majority of the counties, and the petitions from cach county to be figned by a ma- =
Jjority of voters in each county within this ftate; at which time the Aflfembly fhall
order a convention to be called for that purpofe, {pecifying the alterations to be
made, according to the petitions preferred to the Affembly by the majority of the
counties as aforelaid,

Done at Savannah, in Convention, the fifth day of Fcbruary, in the year of
our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and {eventy-feven, and in the firft
year of the independence of the United Sates of America. .

XGRNEN B 2

Georgia,

' o 178q.
VV E the underwritten delegates from the people, in convention met, do declare, that
the following articles fhall form the conftitution, for the government of this ftate

and, by virtue of the powers in us vefted for that purpofe, do hereby ratify end
confirm the fame.



14 CONSTITUTION,

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA.

ARTICLE 1.
Divonand A, The legiflative power fhall be vefted in two {eparate and diftin& branches, ta

g, Wit, a Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, to be ftyled, “ The General Affembly.”

meaonand 2. The Senate fhall be elefted on the firft Monday in O&ober in every third year,
thesenato. - until fuch day of ele€lion be altercd by law, and fhall be compofed of one member
from each county, chofen by'the elettors tlicreof, and fhall comtinue for the term of

three years.

neir quiit- 8, No perfon fhall be 2 member of the Senate, who fhall not have attained to the
age of twenty-eight years, and who fhall not have been nine years an inhabitant of
the United Statcs, and three years a citizen of this flate, and fhall be an inhabitant
of that county for which he fhall be clefted, and have refided therein fix months
immediately preceding his eleétion, and fhall be poffeffed in his own right of two
hundred and fifty acres of land, or fome property to the amount of two hundred
and fifty pounds.

Elcdlon of 4. The Scnate thall ele€t by ballot, a prefident out of their own body.

president of
Senate.

smteory 5. The Senate fhall have {olely the power to try all impeachments.

Meatar o

Beaion and 6, The elettion of members for the Houfe of Reprefentatives, fhall be annual, on

moaeive. the firft Monday in’O¢tober, until fuch day of cleétion be altered by law, and fhall
be compofed of members from each county, in the following proportions ; Camden,
two; Glynn, two; Liberty, four; Chatham, five; Effingham, two; Burke, four ;
Richmond, four; Wilkes, five; Walhington, two; Greene, two; and Franklin,

two.

aueiequit 7. No perfon fhall be 2 member of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, who fhall not
" have attained to the age of twenty-one years, and have been feven years a citizen of
the United States, and two years an inhabitant of this {late, and {hall be an inhabitant
of that county for which he fhall be eletted, and have refided therein three months
immediately preceding his ele€tion, and fhall be poflefled in his own right of two
hundred acres of land, or other property, to the amount of one hundred and fifty

pounds.

meamor 8, The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall choofe their fpeaker and other officers.

speaker and
other officerss

i .
The power of Q. They fhall have folely the power to impeach all perfons who have been, or
ampcachment. may be in Ofﬁce.

Dhauiifes 10, No perfonholding a military commiffion, or office of profit, under this or the
United States, or cither of them, (except juftices of* the peace and officers of the
militia) fhall be allowed to take his feat as a member of either branch of the General
Aflembly ; nor fhall any fenator, or reprefentative be cleéled to any office of profit,
which fhall be created during his appointment,



CONSTITUTION. 15
11, The meeting of the General Affemb!y {hall be annual, on the firfl Monday in jgingefte

November, until fuch day of meeting be altered b)./ law,

12. One third of the members of cach branch, fhall have power to proceed (tio One thied may
buﬁn'efs but a:fmaller number may adjourn from day to day, and compel the attend- B
, :

ance of their members, in fuch manner as cach houfe may preferibe.

' 11 [ i i ] itS Judges of it
-13. Each houfe fhall be judges of the clettions, returns, and qgahﬁcatlons of its Judgesof it
own members, with powers to expel, or punifh for diforderly behaviour.

14. No fenator’ or reprefentative, fhall be liable to be arrcfted, during his attend- Free from ar-
ance on the General Aflembly, orfor a reafonable time in going thereto, or returning
home, except it be for treafon, felony, or breach of thF peace. Nor fhall any mem- Brgedom of-
ber be liable to anfwer for any thing [poken in dcbate in either houfe, in any court or

place, elfewhere.

15. The members of the Senate, and Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall take the fol- Senatovs & ro.
lowing oath, or affirmation : ‘ ‘ . oath,

‘I, A. B. do folemnly {wear (or affirm as the cafe may be) that I have not obtained.
my eclettion by bribery, or other unlawful means, and that 1 wﬂl give my vote on all
queftions that may come before me as a fenator, or reprefentative, in fuch a manner,.
asin my judgment, will beft promote the good of this ftate; and that I will bear true
faith and allegiance to the fame, and to the utmoft of my power, obferve, fupport,.
and defend the conftitution thereof.’

16. The General Affembly fhall have power to make all laws and ordinances, rover
which they fhall deem neceffary and proper for the good ot the ftate, which fhall not-
be repugnant to this conftitution.

of the
y.

17. They fhall have power to alter the boundaries of the prefent counties, and to [Toater the

boundaries of

lay off new ones, as well out of the counties alrcady laid off, as out of the other ter. iy s aud-
ritory belonging to this ftate ;—when a new county or counties fhall be laid off out of -

any of the prefent county or counties, fuch newcounty or counties {hall have their
reprefentation apportioned out of the number of the reprefentatives of the county

or countics out of which it or they fhall be laid out. And when any new county

fhall be laid off in the vacant territory belonging to the ftate, fuch county fhall have

a number of reprefentatives not exceeding three, to be regulated and determined by

the General Aflembly.  And no money fhall be drawn out of the treafury, or from

the public funds of this flate, except by appropriations made by law:,

18, No clergyman of any- denomination fhall be a meniber of the General Af- Clergy dioguac.
{embly, " ified,

. ., .. . ARTICLE Il :

1., The executive' power fhall be vefted in a governor, who fhall hold his office covemore:
during the term-of two yearsy and fhall be eletted in the following manner: §§§?33?cem
2. The Houleof Reprefentatives fhall, on the fecond day of their making a houfe, s cedton,
m the firft, and in every fecond year thereafter, vote by ballot for three perfons,
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end fhail make a lift containing the names of the yc rfons voted for, and of the num-
ber of votes for each perfon; “which lift the fpeaker fhall fign in the prefence of the
houfe, and deliver it in per {on tothe Senate; and the Scnate {hall, on the fame day,
proceed by ballot to clelt onc of the three perfons having the hmhd‘c number of
votes, and the perfon having a majority of the votes of the fenators prefent fhall be
the governor.

Mequiifc- 9. No perf{on (hall be eligible to the office of governor, who fhall not have been a
citizen of the United States twelve years, aid an inhabitant of this ftate fix years,
and who hath not attained-to éhe age of thirty years, and who docs not pollefs fivd
hundred acres of land in his own wfht, within this ftate, and other {p(,Cl(’o of property
to the amount of one thoufand pounds fterling:

e 4. In cale of the death, refignation, or difability of the governor, the prefident of
greotvaan the Senate thall exercife the executive powers of government, until Iuch difability be
removed, or until the next meeting of the General Aflembly,
Coppensation 5. The governor fhall at ftated times, reccive for his fervices a compenfation which.
or- fhall neither be increafed, nor diminifhed during the period for which he fhall be
cleCed ; neithet fhall be receive within that period any other emolument from the
United States, or any of them, or from any forcign power.  Befote he euters on the
cxecution of his office, be fhall take the followi ing oath or atirmation: ¢ Ido fo-
lemnly {wear, (or affirm as the cafe may ‘be) that T will faithfully exccute the office of
governor of the ftate of Georgia, and will to the beft of my: abxhtlcs, preferve, pro-
teft, and defend the f{aid ftate, and caufe jultice to be executed in mercy thercin, acs
cordmg to the conftitution and laws of the {ame.”

s oath,

s it 6. He fhall be commander in chicf, inand over the ftate of Georgia, and of the

militia thereof.
paspowerto - 7. He fliall have power to grant reprieves, {or offences againft the ftate, except i
st p: » \ . - . ~ . ey
E2) cales of impeachment, and to grant pardons in all cales, after convittion, except for
treafon or murder, in which cafes he may refpite the execution, and make a report
thereofto the next General Affembly, by whom a pardon may be granted.

shall issue

Shal e e 8 He fhall iffue writs of ele@ion; to fill up all vacancies that may happen in the

donand e Samate or Houfe of Reprefentatives, and fhall have power to convene the General

wm- - Affembly, on extraordinary occafions; and fhall give them from timeto time, infor-
mation of the ftate of the republic; and recommend to their confideration fuch mea-
{ures as he may deem neceflary and expedient:

?ﬁ%’é%%ﬁ}ﬁ 0. In cafe of difagreement between the Senate and Houlfe of Reprefentatives, with

greement be- refpefl to the time to whu:h the General A{fembly {hall adjourn, he may adjourntheug. -

houies. to {uch time as he may think proper.

wsregsave 10, He fhall have the revifion of all bills, paffed by both houfes, before the fame

veste fhall become laws ; but two thirds of both houfes, may pafs.a law notwithftanding his
diffent; and if any bill fhould not be returned by the governor within five days after
it hath been prefented to him, the {famefhall be a law, unlels the General AllemHBly
by their adjournment, thould preventits retarn.



CONSTITUTION, -

. v S <1 a0

11. The great {eal of the frate, thall'be depofited in the office of the fecretary-and Gfeay €4l
Jit {hall not be affixed to any inftriment of writing without it be by order of the
governor, or the General Affembly, and the General Affembly may dirctt the great

fcal to be altered.

ARTICLE III.

1. A fuperior court {hall' be held in each county twice in every year, in which fhall superior con
be tried. and brought to final decifion,. all caufes civil and criminal, except '{'uch ay authorized,
may: be fubjett to a-federal court,. and fuch as.may by. law be referred to inferior
Jugi{dittions., ,

-~ 2. The General Affembly fhall point out the mode of ¢orrelting errors, and ap- Ersrs and dn-
peals, whicls fhall extend as far as to empower the judges.to dircét a new trial by a
Jury.within the county, where the attion originated, which fhall be final.

3. Courts-merchant fhall be held as heretofore, {ubjeét to fuch regulations as the Sorgme
- General Aflembly may by law direé. co :

4+ Adl-caufes. fiall be tried: in.the county where the. defendant refides, except in Crjes where
cafes:of real eftate, which thall be tried. in the county where fuch cftate lies; and in
criminal cales, which fhall be tried in the county where the crime fhall be committed.

5+ The judges: of the fuperior court, and attovney general,. fhall have a compe- ity of jidges
tent falary eftablilhed by law, which- fhall not be.increafed nor diminifhed during severa
their continuance in: office, and. fhall hold their commiflions. during the term. of three suree yearsin
ycars. office,

ARTICLE 1V,
1. The cleftors of the members off both branches of the: General Affembly fhall quiigeation of
be ciizens and’ inliabitants of this ftate, and fhall have attained to the age of twenty- iettais
one years, and have paid tax for the year preceding the eleétion, and fhall have refi.

/

ded fix months within the county,

2. All eletions thall be by ballot, and the Houfe of Reéprefentatives in all appoint- Eedio to be
nents of ftate officers fhall vote for three perfonts; and a lift of the three perfons by bl
having the ‘higheft -number of votes, fhall be figned by the fpeaker and fent to the G
Scnate, which fhall, from fuch lift, dete¢rmine by a majority. of their votes the officer

ele?ted 5 except militia officers and the fecretaries of the governot, who fhall be ap-

pointed by the governor alone, under fuch regulations'and reftrictions as the General
x_‘}ff-en}ilq)ly may preferibe.  The General Aflembly may veft the appointment of infe- joguior oie
anlley Obycl?vff, ellttl;g:ﬁﬂ;g‘ovemor,' the courts of _‘;uﬁite‘.,( or.in fuch other 'manner as they

8. Freedom. of the prefs; and trial By jury thall remaln inviclate, .. Freedorh of
. T N . - refs and trial
. CoL . L, Y juty-
4. All perfons fhall be erttitled to the Benefit of die writ of habeas torpiis; Habeas corpit

mﬁ t }EH ;l)c‘l’?ons fhall‘ have the _f'if§3e éxéreife of ieligiont without being obliged to con- Free exercise
Tebietd the lupport of any religious profeffion but thelr own, o reion:
C
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CONSTITUTION. ,

6. Eftates fhall not be entailed, and when a perfon dies inteftate, leaving a wife and
children, the wife thall have a chxld’s fhare, or her dower at her option ; if there be
no wife, the eftate thall be equally divided among the children ; and their legal repre-
fentatives of the firft degree ; the diftribution of all other mteﬁates eftates may be re-
gulated by law,

7. At the general eleClion for members of Affembly in the year one thoufand
feven hundred and nmety -four; the elettors in each county fhall eleét three perfons to
reprefent them in-a convention for the purpofe of taking into confideration the altera-
tions neceflary to be made in this conftitution; who fhall meet at fuch time and place
as the General Aflembly may appoint, and if two thirds of the whole number fhall meet -
and concur, they fhall proceed to agree on fuch alterations and amendments as they

. may think proper, provided that after two thirds fhall have concurred to proceed to

Time of operas
en,

1 k JEREMIAH WALKER

Cmﬂmm

alterations and amendments, a majorxty fhall determine on the particulars of . fuch al-
terations and amendments. :

8. This conftitution thall take effeét and be in full force on the firft Monday in
OQober next after the adoption of the fame, and the executive fhall be authorized
to alter the time for the fitting-of the {uperior courts, fo that the fame may not inter-
fere with the annual eleéhons in the refpettive counncs, or the meeting of the firft
General Affembly : ¥

Done at Augufta, in"Convention, the fixth day of May, in the year of our
Lord one thoufand {even hundred and cighty-nine, and in the year of the fo-
vereignty and independence of the United States the thirteenth..

WILLIAM GIBBONS, Prefident, and delegate from Chatham.

ASA EMANUEL,
JUSTUS H. SCHEUBER

}LACHLAN M‘INTOSH

Liberty.

BEN JAMIN LANIER,
JOHN GREEN,
NATHAN BROWNSON

}ALEXANDER BISSETT.

Glynn,

Efingham.
;.V__J

£ | JARED IRWIN, -
+) DAVID EMANUEL, S pJOHN WATTS,
Y PHUGH LAWSON, N JOSHUA WILLIAMS, *
8 ‘WILLIAM LITTLE. : |
ABRAHAM MARSHALL, 5 L WOODS.
WILLIAM F. BOOKER, 2

LEONARD MARBURY,
JOHN TALBOT,

Greene.

JOSEPH CARMICHAL,
HENRY CARR.

Atteft, D, LONGSTREET, Secretary.
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