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CONSTITUTION.

LV. A court-houfe and jail to be ereEled at the public expence in each county, ses atladjan .

where the prefent convention or the future legiflature ihall point out and dircl.

LVI. All perfons whatever fliall have the free exercife of their religion; provided ,Re k.rut°k

it be not repugnant to the peace and fafety of the flate; and thall not, unile by con-
fent, fupport any teacher, or teachers, except thofe of their own profeffion.

LVII. The great feal of this Rate fhall have the following device: on one fide a Greaotica,is

fcroll, whereon thall be engraved, " The Conftitution of the fate of Georgyia;" and dc""'
the motto, " Pro bonopublico :" on the other fide an elegant houfe, and other buildings;
fields of corn, and meadows covered with theep and cattle; a river running through
the fame, with a thip under full fail; and the motto, " Deus nobis hiec otiaficil."

LVIII. No perfbn fhall be allowed to plead in the courts of law in this flate, except Ato -1n,.f
tho1 who are authorifed fo to do by the Houfe of Affembly; and if any perfon fo

authorifed fhall be found guilty of mal-pradlice befbre the Houfe of Affembly, they
hall have power to fufpend them. This is not intended to exclude any perfon from

that inherent privilege of every freeman, the liberty to plead his ovn caufe.

LIX. Excellive fines fliall not be levied, nor exceffive bail demanded. oi"ot and beex-

cesivxe.

LX. The principles of the habeas corpus ac- flmall be a part of this cdnitution. Habeascorpu,

LXI. Freedom of the prefs, and trial by jury, to remain inviolate for ever. reeom or

trial byjury ,

LXII. No clergyman of any denomination flhall be allowed a feat in the legifla- Cler i,,nl

ture.

Constitution ,

LXIII. No alteration fhall be made in this conflitution without petitions from a howto be at-
majority of the counties, and the petit ions from each county to be figned by a ma- trd.

jority of voters in each county within this flate; at which time the Affembly flhall
order a convention to be called for that purpolft, fpccifying the alterations to be
made, according to the petitions preferred to the Affembly by the majority of the
counties as aforelaid.

Done at Savannah, in Convention, the fifth day of February, in the year of
our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-feven, and in the firft
year of the independence of the United Sates of America.

W E the underwritten delegates from the people, in convention met, do declare, that 1789.

the following articles fhall form the conflitution, for the government of this flate;
and, by virtue of the powers in us vefted for that purpoe do hereby ratify and
confirm the famed



4 CONSTITUTION,

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA.

ARTICLE :I.
i. The legiflative power f(all be veiled in two feparate and diffin& branches, tostyle Of tile le-.

g!alatue, wit, a Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, to be flyled, " The General Aflembly."'

riedion And 2. The Senate thall be elefled on the firft Monday in Otober in every third year,
,he Senate. until fuch day of eledfion be altered by law, and (hall be compofid of one member

from each county, chofen by the elecors thereof, and fliall continue for the term of
three years.

ir qua1if- 3. No perfon flhall be a member of the Senate, who fhall not have attained to thecatiotls.

age of twenty-eight years, and who flhall not have been iine years an inhabitant of
the United States, and three years a citizen of this flate, and fhall be an inhabitant
of that county for which he fhall be eleaed, and have refided therein fix months
immediately preceding his eleflon, and fhall be poffeffed in his own right of two
hundred and fifty acres of land, or fome property to the amount of two hundred
and fifty pounds.

11cealon of
president of 4. The Senate fliall ele& by ballot, a prefident out of their own body.

Zc.ltotr . The Senate (hall have folely the power to try all impeachments.
all imapeach-
inetits.

ncl..on and 6. The eleaion of members for the Houfe of Reprefentatives, fhall be annual, onnitinllber of
g 

re-

Pre3mcitatives. the firfL Monday in Oaober, until fuch day of eleion be altered by law, and fball
be compofed of members from each county, in the following proportions ; CamdenC,
two; Glynn, two ; Liberty, four; Chatham, five; Effingham, two; Burke, four ;
Richmond, four; Wilkes, five; Wafhington, two; Greene, two; and Franklin,
two.

sktio "s. 7. No perfon fliall be a member of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, who iall not
. have attained to the age of twenty-one years, and have been f{ven years a citizen of

the United States, and two years an inhabitant of this flate, and flall be an inhabitant
of that county for which be (hall be elected, and have refided therein three months
immediately preceding his elcaion, and fliall be poffefi~d in his own right of two
hundred acres of land, or other property, to the amount of one hundred and fifty
pounds.

Fialolof 8. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall choofe their fpeaker and other officers.speaker anld
other officers'

The power of 9. They (hall have folely the power to impeach all perfons who have been, or
IM C c"hnt. may be in office.

IqliMr' to. No perfonholding a military commiffion, or office of profit, under this or the
Utlot, United States, or either of them, (except juflices of the peace and officers of the

militia) flhall be allowed to take his feat as a member of either branch of the General
Aflimbly ; nor fhall any fenator, or reprefientativc be eledted to any office of profit,
which fhall be created during his appointment.



CONSTITUTION.

i The meeting of the General Affembly fhall be annual, on the firfl Monday in Yreetnfrthe

November, until filch day of' meeting be altered by law.

12. One third of the members of each branch, fhall have power to proceed to One thid ay
bufinefs, but a: fmAler number may adjourn from day to day, and compel the attend- rdtob-
ance of their members, in fuch manner as each houfe may prefcribe.

13. Each houfe fhall be judges of the eleaions, returns, and qualifications of its 3td,,esofits

own members, with powers to expel, or puifh for diforderly behaviour. own cl'eliona

14. No fenator' or reprefentative, hall be liable to be arrefted, during his attend- Free from
ance on the General Aflembly, or for a reafonable time in going thereto, or returning "
home, except it be for treafon, felony, or breach of the peace. Nor ihall any mem- Fre domof
ber be'liable to anfwer for any thing fpoken in debate in either houfe, in any court or
place, elfewhere.

15. The members of the Senate, and Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall take the fo]- Senator's &r.presentativ¢ s
lowing oath, or affirmation 

oaflth,

' I, A. B. do folemnly fwear (or affirm as the cafe may be) that I have not obtained,
my eletion by bribery, or other unlawful means, and that I will give my vote on all
queftions that may come before me as a fenator, or reprefentative, in fuch a manner,
as in my judgment, will beft promote the good of this flate; and that I will bear truefai'h and allegiance to the fame, and to the utmofi of my power, obferve, lhpport,,
and defend thle con (titution thereof.'

16. The General Affembly ihall have power to make all laws and ordinances, Powers oftio
which they fhall deem neceffary and proper for the good of the flate, which thall not
be repugnant to this conftitution.

a7. They fhall have power to alter the boundaries of the prefent counties, and to Tolter thie
' boundaries oflay off new ones, as well out of the counties already laid off; as out of the other ter- countlesa d-

ritory belonging to this ftate ;-when a new county or counties Ihall be laid off out of Ones.
any of the prefent county or counties, fuch new, county or counties Ihall have their!reprefentation apportioned out of the number of the reprefentatives of the county
or counties out of which it or they ihall be laid out. And when any new county
fliall be laid off in the vacant territory belonging to the irate, fich county fhall have
a number of reprefentatives not exceeding three, to be regulated and determined by
the General Aflmbly. And no money flhall be drawn out of the treafury, or from
the public funds of this flate, except by appropriations made by law'

8-. No clergyman, of any denomination fhall be a member of the General Af- lei,,
fembly.

ARTICLE II.
1., The exective power Ihall be veted in a governor, who fhall hold his office ovemo,,

during the term of two years, and flhall be eleafed in the following manner: powe nd °w l
Office.

2. The Houfeof Reprefentatives, hall, on the fecond day of their making a houfe, URiSe~,an.
in the firfI, and in every fecond year thereafter, vote by ballot for three perfons,



CONSTITUT ION.

.nd thail make a lift containing tic names of the per.Cons voted for, and of thd nur-
ber of votes for each per fon; which lift the fpeakcr flial fign in the prefence of the
houfc, and deliver it in peribn to the Senate; and the Senate fhall, on the fame day,
proceed by ballot to eli one of the three perfons having the higheft number of
votes, and tile perfon having a majority of the votes of the fenators prefent fhall be
the governor.

Msl] qutalifica-

..... 3. No perfon flall be eligible to the ofice of governor, who hall not have been a
caizen of the United States twelve years, and an inhabitant of this flate fix years,
and who hadhnot attained to he age of thirty years, and who does not po.eks fiv6
hundred acres of land in his own right, within this fiate, and other fpcies of property
to the amount of' one thousaind pounds ,ferling.

PriClt. 4.b In cafe of the death, refmnation, or difability of the governor, the prefident of
Cy. °... the Senate fhall exercif he executive powers of government, until fuch difability be

removed, or until the next meeting of' the General Affembly.

ompe nt The governor fhall at Rated times 'receive for his fervices a compenfation which,
Or. fall neither be increal{d, nor diminifhed during the period for which he fhall be

eletced ; neithei fhall he receive within that period any other enolument from the
United States, or any of them, or from any foreign power. Befote he enters on the
execution of his office, he fhall take the Following oath or affirmation: " I do f)-

Li;.oath. lemnly fwear, (or affirm as the cafe may be) that I will faithfully execite the office of'
governor of the ftate of Georgia, and will to the heft of myabilities, prcferve, pro-.
tet-, and defend the faid irate, and caufe.jnftice to be executed in mercy therein, ac
cording to the cotiltitution and laws of the fame."

s title. 6. Ie f hall be commander in chief, in and over the fRate of Georgia, and of the

militia thereof.

P?" row,, t° 7. He Iiall have power to grant reprieves, for offences againft the late, except angrnt P ardlonls,Era. cafes of impeachment, and to grant pardons in all cafes, after convidion, except for

treafon or murder, in which cafes he may refpite the execution, and make a report
thereof to the next General Affembly, by whom a pardon may be granted.

Sal1l !ssuC 8. He f(all iffue writs of eleaiori to fill up all vacancies that may happen in the
writs of c1oC-

\ ueie C- Senate or 1-oufe of Reprefentatives, and fliall have power to convene the General
,.¢by" Affembly, on extraordinary occafions; and fliall give them from time to time, infor..

uiation of the flate of the republic ; and recommend to their confideration fuch mea-
fures as he may deem necefihry and expedient.

the ..... bY 9. In cafe of difagi-eement between the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, withial case of disAl-

gre.ent be- ref pea to the thne to which the General Affembly flhall adjourn, he may adjourn thena
twgel tile two Im
irouies. to fhch time as he may think proper.

iislegatiYe io. Ie fliall have the revifion of all bills, paffed by both boufes, before the fame
" lhall become laws; but two thirds of both houfes, may paf' a law notwithftanding his

diffent; and if any bill flould not be returned by the governor within five days after
it bath been prefented to him, the famea'hall be a law, unilefs the General Ahtmlriy
by their adjournment, fhould prevent its return



-CONSTITUTION.

i. The great feal of the ifate, fhallbe dcpofited in the office of the fecretary, and 5
it f1all not, be affixed to any inftrument of writing without it be by order. of the
governor, or the, Gencal ANfltmbly, and the, General AfIeirbly may dired the grea,
thal to be altered.

ARTICLE III.
i. A fuperior, court fliall'be held in each county twice in every year, in which (hall ,

be tried, and brought to final decifion, all caufes civil and criminal, except frich as
may, be fubje&l to a- flderal court, and fuch as.may by, law be referred to inferior
jui-ifdi~fions.,

2. The (General Affembly fhall point out the mode of orrcaing errors, and ap- kr.o(A ad A1 .
pcals,_ which, fhall extend as far as, to empower the judges, to -direl a new trial by a
jury, within the county where the. aaion originated, which- flhall be final.

3. Courts-merchani fhall be held as heretofore, fubjea to fuch regulations as the .
Generat Aflminbly may by law dirc&.

4, All camtfesfliall. be tiied inthe, county where the defendant refides, except in Cric ,,he
" " t be tried,'

cafes:of'real eftate which fhail be tried, in the- county where fuch eftate lies; and incriminal cafibs, which (hail be tried in the county where the crime f(hal I be committed.

5.-T e'judges of , the fuperior 'coqrt, and attorney general, bhall have a compe- . l.yotj ldVetent, falrye fabli)fed,, by law, which, fliall, not be. increafed. nor, diminilbed during ge ,ral.
their continuance: in office, and, fhall hold their commiflionis. during ,the term of three Tiral ift
years.

ARTICLE IV.
i. The elcRorsof the members of5 both branches of the General Affembly fhall oaralicainoibe citizens arid' inhabitants of this ftatc, and fmall have, attained to the age of twventy- a ¢i.

one years, and have paid tax for the year preceding the eledion, and fhall have refi
ded fix months within the county.

R. All elefions (hall be by ballot, and the Hotile of Rdprfentaties in all appoiht- iear" toinents of flate officers flall vote for three perfbns, and a lift of the three perfons Apoift.itof
having the higheft-number of votes, .hall be figned by, the fpeaker and fent to'the ste oacrs.Senate, which Mball, from fuvh liff, determine by a majority of their votes the officercleced ; except militia officers and tle fecretaries of the governot who flhall be ap-
pointed by the governor alone, under fuch regulations'and refttidions as the General
Affembly may prefcribe. The General Affembly, may veft the appointment of infe- J,,co,. ofl,riot officers, in the governor the-courts of Cjuftie, orin fuch other manner as they
wiay by law eflablifh.

3. Free~dom-o:f th~e pres, and trialby jury (hall remain inviolate,

g refs and trial

4. All perfons thall be entitled to the benefit of tie writ of habeas corptis Habeas corpiA.

All P erforls fhall have the free 6xrcife f iligioni withoit being obliged to con- r_,F,,rcc-ei
tribute to tie upport of any religious profeffioni but their owni rigio,

C



CONsT1TUTION.

t ell tailed. 6. Eflates fhall not be entailed, and when a perfon dies inteftate, leaving a wife and
H.V estailCe . children, the wife fhall have a child's fhare, or her dower at her option ; if there be

no wife, the eflate fhall be equally divided among the children ; and their legal repre-.
fentatives of the firfi degree; the diftribution of all other intefates' eflates may be re-,
gulated by law.

howo e al° 7 . At the general eledion for members of Affembly in the year one thoufand
feven hundred and ninety-four, the eledors in each county fhall elea three perfons to
reprefint them in a convention for the purpofe of taking into confideration the altera-.
tions neceffary to be made in this conflitution; who thall meet at fuch time and place
as the General Affembly may appoint, and if two thirds of the whole number fTall meet
and concur, they fliall proceed to agree on fuch alterations and amendments as they
may think proper, provided that after two thirds fhall have concurred to proceed to
alterations and amendments, a majority fhall determine on the particulars of, fuch al-
terations and amendments.

T of opra, 8. This conflitution fhall take effed and be.in full force on -the fir,: Monday in
Oaober next after the adoption of the fame, and the executive fhall be authorized
to alter the time for the fittingof the fuperior courts, fo that the fame 'may not inter.
fere with the annual eledions in the refpeaive counties, or the meeting of the firt
General Affembly.

Done at Augufla, in'Coqvention, the fixth day of May, in the year of onr
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-nine, and in the year of the tb-
vereignty and independence of the United States the thirteenth.

WILLIAM GIBBONS, Prefident, and delegalejrom Ciahfamo

4 "ASA EMANUEL,-"V J.USTUS H. SCHEUBER.

- BENJAMIN LANIER,

£ JOHN, GREEN,SJNATHAN BROWNSON.

. DAVID EMANUEL,
HUGH LAWSON,
WILLIAM LITTLE,

ABRAHAM MARSHALL,

WILLIAM F. BOOKER,
i LEONARD MARBURY.

JOHN TALBOT,
J EREMIAH WALKER.

'LACHLAN M'INTOSH.

ALEXANDER BISSETT

.1

JARED IRWIN,
JOHN WATTS,
,JOSHUA WILLIAMS.

M. WOODS.

dJOSEPH CARMICHAL,
JHENRY CARR,

Attefi, D, LONGSTREET'; Secretary.



CON STITUTION,

W E, the reprefentatives of the people of the flate of Georgia, in convention met,
do ordain and eftablifh the following articles as additions and amendments to the pre-

fent conititution, to take effea and be in full force on the firft Monday in Oaober next.

I. The Senate fhall be eleaed annually on the firfi Monday in November, until VArot0C-1 .

fuch day of eledtion be altered by law, and hall be compof d of one member from Ioa.

each county, to be chofen by the eleaors thereof.
II. All elefions to be made by the General Affembly fhall be by joint ballot ofrkaioitobc

. .I , . I ybm oit , allot

the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives. bly ,efcme-

III. The eleaion of ndembers for the Houfeof Reprefentatives fhall be annual, on
the firft Monday in November, and/lhall becompofed of members from each county prentatiavcs

in the following proportions: Camden, two; Glynn, two; Liberty, four; M'Intofli,
two; Bryan, twos Chatham, four; Effingham, two; Scriven, two; Montgomery,
two; Burke, three; Richmond, two; Columbia, two; Wilkes, three; Elbert, two;
Franklin two; Oglethorpe, three;_ Greene, three; Hancock, three; Walhington,
three; Warren, three.

IV. At the general eledion for members of Affembly in the year one thoufand
fevert hundred and ninety-feven, the eieaors of the prefent counties ball elcEl three hn to ..cwA

perfons to reprefent them in a convention for the purpofe of takinginto confideration
the further alterations A nd amendnehts neceffary to be made in the conftitution, who
fhall meet at the town of Louifville the fecond Tuefday in May thereafter: a majo-
rity of the faid convention hall havcpower to proceed to, and agree on fuich altera-
tions and amendments as they may think proper.

V. The meetin g ,f the General Affembly fhall be annual, on the fecond Tuefday * bytbr
in' January; a majority of whom fhall have power to proceed to bufinefs. .

LO~wislle sega

VI. That L6uifville bethe permanent feat of government, and that the governor, overmew".
fecretary of the fate, the treafurer, the auditor, and the furveyor-general remove with
their offices thereto as foon as may be convenient, previoufly to the next meeting of the
General Affembly.

Done at Louifville, in Convention, the fixteenth day of May, in the year of
our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-five, and in the year of the-
fovereignty and independence of the United States the nineteenth.

Article of conflituted rights annexed to the conflitution as amended.

All powers not delegated by the conflitution as dimended, are retained'by the people.

N. W. JONES, President, and delegatefrom Catharni

JOHN FOSTER,
-zCJOSIAH TATNALL, Jun., JON OSERf HOMAS GIBBOI. PERRY WILSON,-
J .3 J JOHN APPLING,



CONSTITUTION.

. JOSEPH-I CLAY, Jun.
JOHN WEREAT.

' JESSE M'CALL,

JOHN DAVIES.

. 7BENJAMIN DAVIES,
1 DAVID EMANUEL,

FJ THOMAS KING.

."1SAMUEL HIGGINBOTHAM2
• STEPHEN HEARD,
. J WILLIAM .BARNETT.

.ABNER FRANKLIN,

OBADIAH H4OOPER,
JTHOMAS GILBERT.

} JOHN B. JIRARDEAU.

,- DAVIS GRESHAM,
PHILIP HUNTER,

JWILLIAM FITZPATRICK.

,4 PETER BOYLE,
SANDREW BAXTER,
.4J HARMAN RUNNELS.

- JAMES POWELL,
IIJACOB WOOD,

J DANIEL STEWART.

") FERDINAND ONEAL,
S. LACHLAN M'INTOSH,

HENRY D. STONE.

$2;

HENRY GASTER,
SOLOMON WOOD,
WILLIAM NEIL.

MATTHEW TALBOT,
EDMUND DANIEL,J GEORGE SWAIN.

JOHN MILTON,
GLORGE WALKER,
PHILIP CLAYTON.

BENYJAMIN LANIER,
WILLIAM SKINNER,

, P.R. SMITH.

) LEVY PRECITT,
JOHN COBBS,
P ETER, GOODWIN.

.}0 JOHN RUTHERFORD,
GEORGE FRANKLYN,
REUBEN, WILKINSON.

, ) BENJAMIN ,CATCHINQ',
'SILAS MERCER, .
DAVID CRESWELL.

Attefl, THOMAS JOHNSON, Secretary.

179L THE CONSTITUTION OF THE ST4T.E OF GEORGIA.

ARTICLE I.

,,artt,nt of i. THE legiflative, executive, and judiciary departments of government flhall be
ila,0 diftinc', and each department fhall -be cortfided to a fieparate body of magiftracy;

and no perfon, or colleaion of ,peros, being of one of thofe departments, Thall
exercif' any power properly attached to either of the others, e'xcept in the inflances
herein exprefsly permitted,
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