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A 'Word From the Dean
HE Law School at The University of Georgia,
established eighty years ago, has seen great chat}ges
take place in all phases of human activity. Naturally legal problems have become more complicated
and the body of law has grown in size and complexity.
That spirit of unrest, abroad in the world today, has
invaded the field of law to a marked degree. But still
there is a strong feeling that the economic, social and
political problems of the present and the future can be
coped with best by those who have a knowledge of law
and an understanding of its function in society. Consequently, more and more students, who desire to enter
business and the professions other than law, are seeking
the training offered in well-rounded modem law schools.
The late Mr. Justice Cardozo said: "The inn that
shelters for the night is not the journey's end. The law,
like the traveler, must be ready for the morrow. It
must have a principle of growth."
Law is not static.
It is constantly growing to meet the demands made on
it by ever changing conditions of human life. We realize that the responsibility for the development of laws
adequate to serve the social and individual needs of
tomorrow rests chiefly on the lawyers of the future,
and these are the law students of today. Little by little,
the study of law as it is, and as it has existed in the past,
is being supplemented by instruction in what may be
termed legal philosophy, which involves a consideration
of the aims and purposes sought to be accomplished by
the law as well as the study of the principles that determine its growth.
An effort is made to bring students
to a realization of the fact that law is not an end in
itself, but ~ means to an end, that law in its ideal form
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J. ALTON HOSCH
Dean of the Law School
since
1935. A graduate
of
Georgia
and of the Harvard
Law School. Joined the faculty of the Law School as part
time professor at the time of
the reorganization
in 1928. Resigned in 1933 to devote full
time to his practice in Gainesville. Returned to the University to succeed
Dr. Caldwell
on his election to the presidency.

consists of those principles which will so guide and
regulate human conduct as to produce the greatest good.
A rule of law must fit into the social order. It is for
this reason that law schools are today insisting that students have a good education and at least a fair knowledge
of the social and economic conditions in the modem
world before entering upon the study of law. We hope
that our graduates will not only go out skilled artisans
in the law but will be prepared to become the legal
architects of the future.
The Law School is fortunate in having the cooperation of other departments and schools of the University.
For several years combined courses have been provided
by the College of Arts and Sciences and the Law School.
The School of Commerce and the School of Law have
now arranged a combined course. Business training, not
only in general economics but in other specialized fields,
has become essential if not absolutely necessary to the
well-trained lawyer. It is imperative that the lawyer of
today have a rather thorough acquaintance with the
conduct of modem business.
We at the Law School feel that while the legal profession is overcrowded at the base, as is true of all other
professions, and as has been true for many decades, there
is still a demand for well trained law school graduates.
Our placement records show this to be the case. The
many changes that have taken place in recent years have
affected all professions, but by widening the legal field
they have given the able young men trained in law
greater opportunities than they have ever had before.
J. ALTONHOSCH.

Yesterday and Today

T

HE School of Law , for many years known as the.
.
Lumpkin Law School,
was founded in 1859 by
three eminent Georgia lawyers, Joseph Henry
Lumpkin, Georgia's first Chief Justice, Thomas R. R.
Cobb, father of the Georgia Code, and William Hope
Hull, one-time law partner of Governor Howell Cobb.
.

Activities of the school were suspended during the
War Between the States but were resumed soon after
the cessation of hostilities.
The first classes of the school were held in Judge
Lumpkin's office, bUt later, after its incorporation into
the University, the school moved into the historic Ivy
Building, now part of the Administration Building. And
here, in crowded quarters, it remained for many years,
with only two classrooms and a small room used as a
library.
A building, however, was purchased in 1919
through the efforts of Dean Sylvanus Morris, loyal
alumni, and friends of the University.
BUt the school
continued to grow, and more space and better equipment became necessary. Again the alumni and friends
of the school gave freely of their time and money, and
the result is Harold Hirsch Hall, which was completed
and. dedicated in 1932. This building, which is today
the home of the Law School, is both beautiful and complete and furnishes adequate space for library, classrooms, practice court and offices for the administration
and faculty.
Through !he year.s many prominent and learned sons
of the state have been associated with the school as members of its faculty and as lecturers. For several decades

after its establishment the faculty was very small, at
times numbering no more than one regular professor,
but it was usually supplemented by outside lecturers,
some of whom were paid and some of whom gave
their services. Aside from the three founders, some of
the more prominent of those who have served on the
faculty are: Senator Benjamin H. Hill, Governor Howell
Cobb, Professor George Dudley Thomas, Dean Sylvanus
Morris, Judge Thomas F. Green, Mr. Abit Nix, Judge
Gebrge F. Gober, Dean H. N. Edmunds, and Dr. Harmon W. Caldwell, who was dean at the time of his
election to the presidency of the University.
When the School first moved from Judge Lumpkin's
office into the Ivy Building, its library numbered only
a few hundred volumes and most of these had been donated by the professors themselves. This deficiency in
the library continued for a number of years, in fact,
even up to the time of the School's reorganization in
1928; but since that time the improvement in the library
has been rapid. Today it contains approximately 17,000
volumes, and under the present budget about a thousand
new volumes are added yearly. In addition the library
has been supplemented by a number of gifts from alumni
and friends.
The Alexander Campbell King Memorial Library occupies the entire third floor of the Law Building, and
affords the law students the privilege of studying in
beautiful and ideal surroundings.
This library was made
possible by the gift of Mrs. Alexander Campbell King
of Atlanta, who through her generosity has appropri-

GEORGIA'S FIRST CHIEF JUSTICE

FATHER OF GEORGIA CODE

Joseph
Henry Lumpkin,
one of the great lawyers
of Georgia,
who founded
the Lumpkin Law School
and, with his co-founders,
taught
the first classes.
He was the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
of Georgia
and wrote
many able opinions.
This
portrait
hangs
in the first-year
classroom.

Thomas R. R. Cobb,
co-founder
of the Lumpkin
Law School,
and one of its first professors.
His
"Digest
of Georgia
Laws"
was the first Georgia
Code.
He died during the War Between the States
with the rank of brigadier-general.
This portrait
hangs in the second-year
classroom.

CO-FOUNDER

AND STATESMAN

William Hope Hull, a famous Georgia
lawyer and
statesman,
and one of the three
founders
of the
Lumpkin Law School.
He was'"
law partner of Governor Howell Cobb, who also taught at the school
during its first years.
This is a copy of an old photograph which hangs in the library.

ately perpetuated the memory of her husband, a brilliant
lawyer and distinguished Georgian.
At the time of the establishment of the School only
one year's study was required for graduation and very
few courses were offered. A decade later the number
of courses was materially increased and two years were
required to complete the work of the School. There
were, however, no entrance requirements except that
applicants for admission were required to pass a "satisfactory examination upon the elements of an English education." But 1909, a year which marks a definite stride
forward, saw additional courses added and the requirements of fifteen college units for entrance go into effect.
In 1918 the course was extended to three years with
twenty-two subjects offered. Today the School has an
entrance requirement of two years of acadeInic work
but a considerable proportion of the students who enter
have had more than this amount of preliminary training.
The combined courses of six years duration leading to
A.B.-LL.B. and B.S.-LL.B. degrees, which the Law
School offers in cooperation with the College of Arts
and Sciences and the School of Commerce, are popular.
For some years the School has been a member of the
Association of American Law Schools and has been on
the approved list of the American Bar Association.

SHADES OF 1859
Offices of Chief Justice Lumpkin and first home of the Law
School. Sometimes the Supreme Court met in these offices of
the Chief Justice, affording to the students of that day unique
opportunity
to observe the proceedings
of the court. This
photograph was taken at a time when this old building was
being used as a Catholic chapel.

Today the Law School looks back on a history of
eighty years with gratitude for those whose vision, labor,
and generosity are responsible for its existence and its
present status. It looks back with pride to the training
it has given to many students who have served, or are
now serving, their community, their state, and their nation with distinction. It looks forward to tomorrow
with the hbpe that it will continue to progress and to

serve in a manner worthy of its past. .
IVY BUILDING
The Ivy Building as it
looked in 1893. Today it is
a part of the south wing of
the Administration Building.

OLD

LAW

BUILDING

Home of the Law School from 1918 to 1932. This.
building was given by alumni and friends and is still
owned by the School. It is located across the street
from the main campus, at the corner of Broad and
Lumpkin, and now houses the University Press.

HAROLD HIRSCH HALL
Harold Hirsch Hall, named for a distinguished alumnus, was occupied in 1932. The
colonnaded sandstone entrance is to the second floor on which are located the classrooms and the offices of the dean and faculty. The Alexander Campbell King Memorial
Library occupies the third floor. The first floor, which has an entrance at the rear,
contains the smoking room and the courtroom.
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HONOR COURT
The court consists of seven justices, two elected by the first-year class, two by the junior class, and three by
the seniors,
One senior is Chief Justice, which office is the highest honor which can be conferred upon a law
student by his fellows, Left to right-Tapley
Bennett, Jr., Pine Mountain Valley; Edwin Pope, Griffin; James Barrow,
Athens; Don Henderson, Chief Justice, Clarkston; Gordon Sullivan, Rome; Fred Sweat, Waycross; and James Curtis,
Toccod.

On Afy Honor as a Gentleman
T

HE Law School operates under an honor system
adopted in 1930 which presupposes that every student is honorable and will subscribe to a code of

conduct becoming a gentleman. The School acts on
the supposition that a student who does not merit confidence is unworthy of its degree and unsuited to bear
the great responsibilities incident to the practice of law.
The honor system posits a high ideal of student honor.
To make this ideal effective, two things are necessary:
the favorable sentiment of the student body and an
organization to enforce the prescribed code of conduct.
It seems safe to say that, of these two, the first is most
important.
Every student who enters the School is presented a
copy of the honor code and given an opportunity to
study it for several days. At the end of that time he is
asked to sign his copy of the code if he will agree to
abide by its tenets. While the assumption of this obligation is voluntary, no student has ever failed to sign;

indeed, each student takes great pride in his cooperation
to make the honor system effective.
There have, of course, been infractions of the honor
code, fortunately very few in number, and these a,re
handled by the Honor Court which consists of seven
student justices elected from the three classes. If this
court finds a student guilty of lying, cheating, stealing
or any other dishonorable conduct, it recommends his
dismissal and the faculty has in all cases followed its
recommendation.
The faculty has, on its part, left to
the students and their Honor Court the responsibility of
enforcing the code and all members of the faculty feel
that the students are making the system really effective.
The pledge which each student signs at the end of all
examination papers and on all written .:xercises is as
follows:
"On my honor as a gentleman, I have neither given
nor received any aid on this examination (or paper), nor
have I witnessed any violation of the Honor Code."

HENRY A. SHINN

THOMAS F.GREEN, JR:

A graduate
of the University
oi Kansas and the holder of a
J. D. degree from Leland Stan-

A graduate
of Georgia
and
holder of a J. S. D. degree from
the University of Chicago. Practiced law in Athens with his
father who was a member of the
Law School faculty for' many

;~~~t ~~~;:tS';;!;'t ~r~h~et~~kthoi
Italy, San Francisco.
Taught at
the, University
of ,Kansas
and
Leland Stanford University. Professor of law at Mercer Law
School, 1929-34. Active in work
of the American Bar Association.

rees~~s;ofSi~;:;dat a~e%s~~in8I1i~~~:
sity.
Now president
of The
~tt;:~::!6a;fA;:~~[cit\~n
versity Professors.

Co~a(j::;:

ROBERT

L. McWHORTER

th~ \);;:~~~\~y 0~?V~;g1~ignEa~
School.
Served as captain in
the United States Army, 1917-18.
and at the conclusion
of his
war service engaged in general
practice with his father in Athfh:'Sc~~olj~rL~wt~~
19Z3~ltNo:;:
president-of
the Georgia Boosters Club.

JAMES A. SPRUILL, JR.

DAVID MEADE FEILD

A graduate
of the University
of North Carolina,
of Oxford
University,
and bf the University of South
Carolina
Law
School.
A graduate
felIow at
Columbia
University
Law
School,
1936-37.,
Taught
at
University
of South
Carolina
Law School and engaged
in
practice
in Camden,
Sou t h
Carolina.

Visiting professor
1938-39 on
leave of absence from the Merfh'~ l1~v~;s~f;l.ofArf;;;~u~~r~~
lina and a graduate
felIow, at
'Harvard
Law School,
1936-37.
Taught' in Furman
University
Law School and engaged
in
general
practice
of law
for
several
years
in Greenville,
South Carolina.

The yaculty

A graduate'bf
Princeion and
of the 'University., of ,Texas Law
School.S.
J. D: Harvard.
Engaged
in general _practice ,in
Texas" taught
at Emory 'Law
Schopl, and served as a special
assislallt
to the Attorney Generabi"
the Department
of 'justice:' Now on leave of absence
serving as head attorney to the
Solicitor of the Department
of
'Agriculture.

Professor, in the
School of Commerce
f~g t~hoD~ll~:~n;e~;'u~;e

University
and head
1;:;cL~~i

~~i~~r~lit~g. at lJ~~;:gte a~d t~j
Columbia University, a certified
public accountant and a member
f~ethUni~:;:i1~a o~aK1ia;;'~ug~lo~~
coming to Georgia.

'Judge 6f the City Court of
Athens for eight years. At present a practicing attorney and a
part time professor of law in
charge
of the Practice
Court
P~~di~~e an~oP;~~tic~n g,eh~~~~
degrees
from Georgia and the
University of Chicago and has
lectured at the Law School for
many years.

Special Lecturer in Comparative Law.
Holds doctors
degree in law from the University
of Breslau and the University
of Genoa.
For ten years judge
and member of the Department
of Justice in Berlin. Lecturer at
the University of Genoa., Now
Assistant Professor in the Colege of Arts and Sciences.

Secretary
of
The School of Law
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AT THE THRESHOLD OF THE BAR
Theseare the dignified
the arsenal

of the old-time

few choice

morsels

is now a symbol

seniors.

Southern

of heart-rending

Note the string~ties.
lawyer.
poetry,

Traditionally,

the string-tie

When the law and fact we.nt against
somehow

imputing

the homeliness

composed

a material

part 01

him, he fell back on his tie and a
of his tie to his troubled

client.

It
.,

of the senior law student.

Monro~:R~. R~t'H~";Je~~o~~G~[;;;~fo';;,
~h"o~~~'1~;:d~~I~~~~~:00;~~s~~;:~,
J~~,kj~~aBa~r~~e~~i1~:;;e!
r'Ba~~~~ r;'~i'Jt{h~~~! b~,;1d
Walker, Griffin; Dean Covington, Rome.
.
. SECONDRow-Sol Altman, Brunswick; Charles Kirbo, Bainbridge; Wilham Smith, Americus; John Davis, Rome; Edward Sell, Jr.,
Athens; James Waldroup, Nicholls; Gordon Sullivan, Rome; Charles Plummer, Athens; Marion Page, Columbus; John Land, Columbus.
THIRD Row-David
Quinn, Jr., Indianola,
Miss.; Horace Clary, Chickamauga;
Harry Baxter, Ashburn; Alton Parker, Carrollton;
Colbert Hawkins, Monroe; John Jenkins, Atlanta; David Luke, Jr., Camilla;
George Oliver, Savannah;
George Tidwell, Clarkston;
Sol Singer, Unadilla; Hermann Coolidge, Isle of Hope; Young L. Watson, Quincy, Fla.

SMOKING ROOM
DOOR PANEL

Located on the first floor, this smoking room and lounge faces on the lawn to the rear of
the law building. On Tuesday nights, when sessions of Practice Court are held, it is used as
a jury room. The picture above the mantle is of a portion of the campus.
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FmsT Row, LEFT TO RIGHT-Edward
Bradbury.. Miles Lewis.

Hester,

Jack Dunn,

Victor Levy, Mary Lang,

Charles

SECONDHew-Ronald
Adams, James Solms, Fred Sweat, William Wallace,
Jr., Robert
James Hungerpiller,
Jr., Franklin Norris, Jr.
THIRD Row-Edwin
Southerland,
Phillip Sheffield, Norman Heggie, Jr., Robert Heard,
Crowe, Lee Price, Jr., James Curtis, Compton O. Baker.

C. Stebbins,

McLarty,

Jr., Morris Abram,

Jr., J~hn Langdale,

Jarrett

Richard

de

Galian,

Byron Mathews,

Jr., Reed Newsom,

Victor

1:

The Association of, Georgia
'Law Schools

11:

The Summer Session

I

N 1937 the SChO01 0 f Law, in conjunction with the
Law Schools of Emory and Mercer, organized the
Association of Georgia Law Schools fot the purpose
of improving legal e<Jucation. The revised constitution
of the Georgia Bar-Association adopted in' 1938 recognized this Associa.tion and its aims by giving it representation on the Board of Governors of the Bar Association;
and, at the prese~t time, Dean Hosch is serving as such
representative.
,

,

Perhaps the most noteworthy accomplishment of the
Association of Georgia Law Schools is the cooperative
summer school. Each of, the' participating schools has a
summer session once in three years and attendance at a
cooperative session counts as residence at any ohe of t~e
member schools. This eliminates a needless expense and
duplication of work which existed when each of the
three schools had a summer session every year. This
summer the session will be held in Athens with' both
Emory and Mercer represented. on the faculty.

HAROLD HIRSCH
A brilliant lawyer and loyal alumnus of the University.
His
friends considere9. the naming of the Law School Building a
well-merited
recqgnition
of outstanding
service to his Alma
Mater. This portr~t hangs in the rotunda of Harqld Hirsch Hall.

Regular Tuesday evening session of the Lumpkin Superior Court with Judge J. Dowse Bradwell presiding
The witness faces a crowded courtroom. Jurors are chosen from the lfniversity student body at large. Usually about
three hours are required to iry a case. It is here the law student gets the feel of the courtroom.

Court Night

,

.1

MAY IT' PLEASE THE COURT
First-Year

Students

Arguing

a Law Club Case Before Dean Hosch

Students In Court
T
.

.

HE spirit of a courtiSsom ething W~ich cannot be

cases, assigns them, sets times for argument, and procures judges.

entirely captured. Yet",while the Law. School is
.

.

..

preparing for ~h:lt ~ay in,t~efutu~e w.h~n its graduates, as part ofth'eIr"WdrIr; WIll Standm court as advocates, it seems, wise',>tha:i:its students should have some
taste of advocacy both for the confidence, and experience it developS-and for the greater vitality it gives to
the law which they are studying. It is the function-of
the. law clubs and the practice court to furnish this train- '
jng .and stimulation.
All members of the student body belong to one of
four law clubs which are named for distinguished Geor.
gia lawyers and jurists. Each of these clubs is headed
by a,senior who bears the title of chief justice. The
program of the clubs is planned and directed by a student adviser, chosen by the faculty, who selects suitable

All law club cases are argued as on appeal. Each first
and second year student is given one case in the fall and
another in the winter.' Partidpation is entirely voluntary and carries no credit towards the degree but almost
all students take part. All cases, except the freshman
cases of the fall quarter, are argued between members
of different clubs and the competition is keen. The
inter-club cases are judged by members 'of the faculty
or of the Athens bar and the :freshman intra-club ,cases
are argued before senior law students.
In the spring quarter the student adviser and four
,

chief justices select the four second year students whom
they consider to have been most outstanding in law club
(Oontinued on: page 1,5)
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JUDGE

WILLIAM

H. BARRETT

Augusta

T

HE names of the six men on this page are carved in the sandstone of the entrance of Harold

Hirsch Hall.

Largely because of their work the School of Law is what it is today.

It was in

1927 that Judge Barrett, then president of The University of Georgia Alumni Society, proposed and inaugurated the reorganization of the School of Law which was necessary to qualify
it for membership in the Association of American Law Schools and to earn tbe approval of the
American Bar Association. He, together with the others pictured here, served as a reorganization committee under the chairmanship of Mr. Spalding. A sub-committee of Mr. Jones, chair. m,ln, Mr. Spalding and Dean Edmunds constituted

the building committee

charged with the

task of providing the reorganized Law School with adequate facilities and it was through their
efforts and the generosity of alumni and friends of the University that Harold Hirsch Hall was
completed and dedicated in 1932.

CHANCELLOR

EMERITUS CHARLES M. SNELLING
Athens

DEAN H. N. EDMUNDS
Deceased

I

FIRST YEAR CLASS
I

FIRST Row, LEFT TO RIGHT-Slaton Jones, Arthur B. Lott, Jr., Dean
Catherine Wilson, Cam Dorsey, Jr., Newton Craig, Edward J. Olmstead,

Murphy, Jr" Jack Knight, Lowell Cumming,
Warren Glasgow.

SECONDRow-Kusiel
Kaplan, William V. Harvard, Jr., Wilbur Smith, Jr., William
Brown, Jr., A. G. Cleveland,
Jr.. Howell C. Erwin, Jr., Edwin Pope, Aiken Wright.

P. Crenshaw,

Jr., Harry

Mary Doby Mann,
.

Popper,

Jr., Milton F.
.

THIRDRow-Mitchell
C. King, Jr., Robert B. Troutman, Jr" Manning Tripp, Robert Davison,' Elgin Hardin, Deering
William R. Poppke, Jr" John Dowdy, Tapley Bennett, Jr., James Carmichael,
Thomas H. Adams, James A. Branch, Jr.

I.

Johnston,

I

i~

Clubs and Fraternities

I

P

ERHAPS a word about clubs and fraternities is
needed to make the picture of the Law School
complete; for the law student, as his fellows in
other departments, takes rather keen interest in such
organizations.
The four law clubs have already been mentioned. (See
page eleven). Each member ot" the student body belongs to one of these and most students take considerable
interest in the inter-club moot court competition.
The Law School also has chapters of two legal fraternities: Phi Delta J?hi and Sigma Delta Kappa. These
have a social aspect but in addition they seek to promote
scholarship and to advance the ideals of the School and
of the legal profession.
A number of law students are active members of the
Demosthenian and Phi Kappa Literary Societies and
profit by the experience in debate which these afford.
In addition many belong to and participate in the activities of the social fraternities and the honorary societies
and fraternities of the University. These are too numerous to name but it seems well to mention that law students are eligible for membership in Phi Beta Kappa and
Phi Kappa Phi. For some years they have been eligible
for election to the latter and during the current year the
local chapter of Phi Beta Kappa has amended its bylaws so as to permit the election to membership, on the
basis of their law school reGord, of seniors who hold a
bachelor' of arts degree.

I

I

I

I

I
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WILLIAM SYLVANUS MORRIS
William Sylvanus Morris, elected dean on the creation 01
that office in 1900, held the position for almost thirty years.
An
excellent teacher and student' of the law, it was he who almost
alone steered the school through its most trying years. His wit.
and cryptic humor has made him a legendary figure. This portrait hangs in the rotunda.
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PLAQUE
.

The above plaque

found

the

library

hangs

presented

on a wall of the courtroom
by Justice

Gilbert.

THIRD FLOOR FOYER

SARAH BAILEY LAMAR
Librarian

UPSTAIRS SMOKING
.

ROOM

This room, off the third
floor foyer, serves
as a
study room, but much off"
the-record argument spouts
here.
Students
preparing
cases
for
Practice
Court
often use this room, since
the Georgia Reports. are at
hand and there are no rules
except that reasonable quiet
must be kept.

where

i~

DIGNITY AND BEAUTY
The reading room of the Alexanc:ier Campbell King Memorial Library. Fortunate it is for the law student at the
University to be privileged to study in such beautiful surroundings,
for it is in the library that the student draws
upon the learning, experience
and genius of the great lawyers who have made the profession glorious. It is here
that he equips himself to take their place. It is here he develops that knowledge
of law and ethics which makes a
great lawyer and causes the very wine of the law to reflect in his countenance.

Students in Court

].

Dowse

Bradwell,

an active practitioner

and a former

judge of the City Court of Athens.
(Oontinued from page 11) .

work. These argue the feature case of the year and the
winners are awarded a prize. It is customary to have
this case argued before a member of the Georgia judiciary.
The practice court work is a part of the regular curriculum and is prescribed for all seniors. This court
meets one night each week under the direction of Judge

STATUARY

AND PORTRAIT

The south end of Alexander
Campbell King Memorial Library.
The busts are of Augustus
Octavius Bacon and Joseph E. Brown.
Bacon, at left, was the first graduate of the Lumpkin Law School
and a member of the United States
Senate.
Brown was three times
governor of .Georgia. The portrait
above the mantle is of Alexander
Campbell King, and was presented to the United States Circuit
Court of Appeals by the Atlanta
Bar Association
and loaned by
that Court to the School of Law.

The work of the practice court is designed to teach
the students how to prepare and try cases in the courts
of Georgia. They prepare pleadings, interview witnesses and gather testimony, <;lraw juries, examine and
cross-examine witnesses, prepare requests to charge, and
argue to both court and jury. In the course of a year
each student handles two or three cases, hears many,
and receives much criticism and suggestion, which will
doubtless aid him when he passes from the classroom
to the courtroom.

Architect's sketch of Milledge Hall, which is now nearing completion.
from the rest of the building, will serve as the law school dormitory'

The right wing, which will be separate

and distinct

':i
I~
!I

Living the Law
L

AW students at the University are no longer faced
with a housing proble!TI. They now have their
own quarters. ~d this; because of the steady
growth in the enrollment of the University and the
serious overtaxing of the dormitory system, is a decided
advantage. This arrangement affords an escape from the
distractions of undergraduate life, which is highly desirable since the law student must carry a heavier scholastic
burden than that required of undergraduate students.
In the future law students will occupy the south wing
which is now being added to Milledge Hall and this
wing will be separate and distinct from the other sec~
tions of the dormitory. For the past two years all of
Milledge Hall has been used as.a law dormitory, but it
is thought that the shift from the old part of the building to the new south wing will provide the law students
with adequate and more comfortable quarters.

'il

,il
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Milledge Hall lies at the east end of the Quadrangle,
an elevated portion of the campus which overlooks Sanford Field. At the west end of this square is the War
Memorial Hall, which has in it a library, reading rooms,
a magnificent music arid drawing room, a swimming
pool, and play courts and other facilities for recreaion
and sports which are conveniently accessible to the law
student. On the north side are the tennis courts. On
the soUth side is an old colonial home known as the
Lucas House, which, it is hoped, can in time be acquired
to serve as the Law School dining hall.

l'
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THOMAs

FITZGERALD

GREEN

A grandson of AnclrewLipscomb,
first Chancellor of the University, and a great-grandson
of William Montgomery
Green,
first professor of. mathematics
in the University.
Judge Green
served as a member of the faculty of the Law School from 1906
to 1918, as acting dean in 1933, as a trustee of the University,
and, on the creation of the Board of Regents, as d member of
that body. Through many years he rendered able and unselfish
service to the Law School and University, This portrait hangs in
the senior classrooin.

Milledge Hall is within five minUtes walk of the Law
School and the law wing will accommodate about seventy
students. The rooms are large and will be comfortably
furnished. The living room and library will, however,
be the most attractive features of the new quarters. The
former is a spacious corner room with a large open fire(Oontinued on page 18)

Why a Young Man

Studies Law

*

M

OST men doubdess like to think that the work
at which they spend their lives benefits mankind,
and further, that mankind recognizes the benefit
and is properly appreciative. Thus it is not strange that
an eminent lawyer should find "depressing," to use his
phrase, certain questions put in a recent poem by Carl
Sandburg: "Why is there always secret singing when
a lawyer cashes in? Why does the hearse horse snicker
hauling the lawyer away?" Certain it is that down
through the centuries lawyers have never been the favorites of poets and literary men. If one's knowledge of
the profession and its practitioners were limited to the
information contained in English literature, one's opinion
of them would be low indeed. And this literary conception of the lawyer as a contentious, unscrupulous individual whose only ambition is to get his hands on juicy
fees has found its way into the conversation and, to a
lesser extent, into the' minds, of the people. Further, it
is well known that the legal profession is over-crowded,
that few lawyers become wealthy from their practice
and a great many' do not make an adequate income. In
the light of these facts, it is interesting to inquire why
many thousands of young men and women continue to
enter the law schools of the country every year. Just
what is it that attracts them?

ALCOVES
This section of alcoves is on the first floor, at the rear entrance.
Each student has his own alcove where he keeps his books and
papers. Here we see the honor system in action.

In. the first place, the study of the law gives valuable
training for other fields of endeavor. A man who decides to study medicine and spends a number of years
and a good deal of money.learning that profession usually
has made an irrevocable choice of his life work. The
knowledge that he has acquired would be practically
worthless, pecuniarily at least, in any other occupation,
and the investment which the knowledge represents
would be too valuable to lose. So too with education for
the ministry or training as an engineer. But as the rules
regulating business increase in number and complexity,
it is becoming increasingly necessary that the business
man be a lawyer as well. Especially is this true if the
business is not a large one with its own legal staff. So
a man who studies law and finds the practice distasteful
or decides that he is unfitted for it is not faced' with the
alternative of continuing in a disagreeable occupation or
losing his investment in a legal education. He can enter
anyone of innumerable fields of business and may well
find that his legal education is almost as valuable to him
as if he had continued in the practice. In fact, it is becoming more and more common for men who intend
from the beginning to enter business to study law as
training for that business. So I would say that one reason why young men study law is that they can enter
upon its study with the comforting thought that they
are liOt making a final choice of their occupation and
that they are receiving training of wide usefulness.
A somewhat connected reason, and a very important
one so far as its influence on young men is concerned,
is that law furnishes an excellent means of entering pol(Continued on page 19)
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GEORGE DUDLEY THOMAS
Professor of Law from 1880 to 1895. His death at the age of
thirty-seven cut short a brilliant career. This portrait hangs in the
senior classroom.
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HE School of Law attempts to give a broad and
sound legal education which will yield the maximum benefit through years in practice or in business. Consequently it' cannot and does non lay primary
emphasis on cramming students for bar examinations.
Yet is has been pleased that since, with its approval, the
diploma privilege was abolished in Georgia, its graduates have done well - in fact, much better than those
whose study has been pursued with far more regard for
the bar exam. The following figures tell this story for
those students who have taken the examination in GeorgIa.

after graduation (or had passed the preceding December)
whereas only 38,5 per cent of those taking the bar exam

that year were successful.

.

The class of 1938 did even better. Eighty-three per
cent passed in June after graduation whereas only 49
per cent of the candidates of that year were successful.
Most of those graduates of the Law School whose failures are reflected in the figures above have since passed
and have been admitted to the bar. Thus it seems that
a student who has earned his LL.B. degree stands an
excellent chance of satisfying the Bar Examiners.

, Seventy per cent of the class of 1937 passed in June

Living the Law
(Continued from page 16)
j,
I,

place, Mr. Harrison Jones of Atlanta, who served as
chairman of the building committee at the time when
Harold Hirsch Hall was constructed,' has generously
assumed the task of furnishing this room. A smaller
room, next to the living room and facing the Quadrangle,
will contain the library. This library is intended to supplement the main library and to enable the law students
to have readily at hand and available at all times the
Georgia and Court of Appeals Reports, some selected
texts and a few encyclopedias and digests.

I,
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CLASSROOM
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It is the belief of some educators that by bringing students to live as well as to work together in groups sufficiently small to permit personal acquaintance within
each group and yet large enough to 'assure a diversified,
representative community, the disintegrating tendencies
which the size of the American university has set in
motion will be arrested. The purpose of Milledge Hall
is to enable the law students to iive together, to encourage them to talk law and to live law, and to make of
them a professional community.

Why a Young Man Studies Law
(Continued from page 17)
itics. "The study of law is useful in a variety of points
of view," wrote Thomas Jefferson. "It qualifies a man
to be useful to himself, to his neighbors and to the public. It is the most certain stepping stone in a political
line." Not only does the practice of the law permit
participation in politics, but its study gives very valuable training for the holding of political office.
Furthermore, as government extends its authority and
administrative tribunals become more numerous, there
is an increasing demand for experts in various fields of
government. Here too legal traip.ing is highly advantageous and in some cases absolutely necessary.
But what of the actual practice of the law? What
are the attractions and advantages it has to offer a young
man faced with a decision as to what occupation he
shall choose? These advantages are numerous. Law is
a highly intellectual pursuit. Its successful practice requires a keen mind, the ability to reason closely and to
analyze carefully. 'Vide knowledge and a good memory
are valuable to a lawyer, and constant and diligent study
requisite. No profession furnishes a better opportunity
for continuous mental exercise than does the law.
I have said that few men get rich from the practice
of law and that many lawyers do. not have an adequate
income. That is true. One who desires' to accumulate
a fortune would be unwise if he attempted to make it
practicing law, and one who is lazy and incapable, or
unfitted for the practice, should certainly choose some
occupation with less exacting requirements. But a capable lawyer who works hard can make a very satisfactory
living. Many who are doing so can be found in every
community. And the lawyer has the additional advantage of being his own boss, more free than other professional men to conduct his affairs as he sees fit, to go to
his office in the morning when he wishes and to take
a week's vacation when he so desires. Of course this is
not to say that the systematic conduct of a lawyer's
business is not advisable and profitable.
In this democratic country we no longer regard work
as degrading. But the fact remains that Some occupations are considered as degrading to an extent, so that
persons engaged in them are under a decided social handicap. This is certainly not true of the law. In fact,
in so far as our social scale is based on occupation rather
than on wealth and birth, practitioners of the learned
professions have replaced the landowners at the tOp.
Another attraction of the law is that it presents a
wide variety of problems to be dealt with. Over a short
period of time the average lawyer will have cases dealing
with a number of entirely different matters - a malpractice suit, an autOmobile accident case, an action to determine the validity of bonds, and so on indefinitely. Thus
it is difficult for the lawyer to become bored. Daily he
is b.rought in intimate contact with other men in widely
vaned fields of endeavor. Furthermore, as social progress
occurs and law changes, he must keep pace. The background of the law is broadly cultural. The lawyer must

know something of economics, of history, of government, of sociology, and of psychology, and he must keep
abreast of advances in all these fields of knowledge if
he is to be a leader of his profession.
A delightful feature of the legal profession is the fellowship among lawyers which Shakespeare describes in
these line from the "Taming of the Shrew:"
"And do as adversaries do in lawStrive mightily, but eat and drink as friends."
Symbolizing this friendship is the term "brother" used
in some localities by one lawyer' in speaking of another.
Bar association meetings, circuit, state and national, afford
an opportunity for intellectual companionship and social
pleasure.
I have mentioned the literary conception of the lawyer as, to put it mildly, a not very admirable individual.
This conception of course has some factual basis. There
are shysters in the legal professi'on just as there are quacks
in the medical profession. But as a generalization, as a
picture of the average lawyer, the conception is absolutely false. I have said that it has found its way intO'the
conversation and to some extent into the minds of the
public generally. Much more into the conversation than
into the minds, I think. A man who jokes about the
rascaliry of lawyers more than likely admires his own
lawyer greatly and trusts him implicitly. Much criticism
of the profession results from the failure of the public to
understand that the lawyer is an advocate and not a
judge; that it is his function to present one side of a case
in the best light possible within the limitations of the
legal system.
No other profession has nobler traditions than the law,
none a higher aim.
Civilized man cannot
e xis t without the
state, the state has its
foundations in law,
and the agencies administering the law,
the courts, can not
function without lawyers. The title of
one of the divisions
of Simeon E. Baldwin's excellent book
The Young Man and
the Law is "The Majesty of the Law and
the Lawyer as Its
Minister." I can think
of no better way of
expressing my final
reason why young
men study law than
to say that they are
impressed by th~ majesty of a noble profession and desire to
become its ministers.
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