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Hosch to be remembered for
Unprecedented 29-year tenure
as UGA law Dean
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J. Alton Hosch, former dean of the University of
Georgia School of Law, died March 14 in Decatur at
the age of 76.
University President Fred C. Davison said of Dean
Hosch, "All those who were educated under him, and
all who have come after, owe Dean Hosch a debt of
gratitude for the many years he gave to the advancement of legal training at the University of Georgia. His contributions, both personally and professionally, to legal education will stand forever as a
monument to a life of achievement and dedication."
Dean Ralph Beaird said, "Dean J. Alton Hosch
leaves us a legacy of leadership. The leaders of our
state and nation who attended the University of
Georgia Law School, and the leadership in legal education we enjoy today, are built on the foundation he
laid. His life-long dedication to excellence serves as
an example for us all."
Dean Hosch, accompanied by Mrs. Hosch, last visited the Law School in November for the groundbreaking ceremonies of the Law Library Annex.
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Hoschwith HarvardLawDeanEmeritusRoscoePound,who
lecturedontheoccasionof theGeorgiaLawSchoof'sCentennial
observancein 1960.
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When J. Alton Hosch retired in June of 1964, he had
served as dean longer than any other dean at the University and of any law school at that time approved by the
American Bar Association.
Dean Hosch was dean of the Law School for 29 years
and a University faculty member for 35 years.
As a faculty member, Hoschhelped in a reorganization
plan at the University in 1928, and then returned to private practice. He returned as dean of the School of Law
when Dr. Harmon Caldwell became president of the University.
Under Hosch's leadership, the Institute of Law and
Government was established. He served as its director
from its founding in 1953 until 1957.
In June, 1963, the Board of Regents appropriated
$2,773,000to carry out Dean Hosch'splansfor additional
facilities and staff for the School of Law.This becamethe
present complex which was dedicated in 1967.
Besides his work at the University,Dean Hoschserved
as visiting professor at Emory University and the University of North Carolina. He was president of the University's chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, and was a member of
Phi Kappa Phi, Omicron Delta Kappa, Beta Gamma
Sigma, Gridiron and Sphinx. He was chairman of the
board of the University Social Science Research Institute.
Dean Hosch served on the Commission on Uniform
State Laws as a representative of Georgia. He was a
member of the Western Circuit Bar Association, Georgia
Bar Association, American Bar Association, InterAmerican Bar Association, American Law Institute,
American Judicature Society and Personnel Security
Board of the Atomic Energy Commission. He served as

president of the Athens Rotary Club.
He was awardedthe Legionof Meritas a colonelin the
Judge Advocate Corps of the United States Army, and
served as Civilian Aide to the Secretary of the Army for
the State of Georgia.
During World War II he was on leave from the Law
School while serving as a colonelwiththe Armed Forces.
He was on several missions overseas and served as a
legal advisor to the United States memberof the International MilitaryTribunalfor the Far East inTokyo,Japan. In
recognition of his distinguished military service, Dean
Hosch was awarded the Legion of Merit.
A nativeof Gainesville, Dean Hoschwas the son of the
late Mr. and Mrs. John H. Hosch of Gainesville. Dean
Hosch was educated at Riverside Military Academy, of
which he was a member of the board of trustees. He
earned the B.S.C. and M.A. degrees at the Universityof
Georgia, and the LL.B. at Harvard Law School. He was
awarded the honorary LL.D. degree by Piedmont College.
He is survived by his wife, Nina ElizabethRuskHosch,
and a brother,Hugh W.Hoschof Gainesville.Mrs.Hosch,
a native of Decatur,was Dean of Women at Emory University for several years followed by service as a staff
memberof the PeaceCorpsin Africa. Shewas employed
by the Georgia Office of Aging at the time of her retirement. Both Mr.and Mrs. Hoschserved inthe Army during
World War II and continued active reserveduty until their
retirement. Mrs. Hosch was a member of the Emory
University Medical Unit.
The Hoschs had resided at their estate near Flowery
Branch,the MulberryRiver Farm,for the past five years.
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Top photo:
Former Governors Sanders and Arnall are
joined by (left to right) Friedman, Crawford; Regents Bishop, Maddox and Ivey; Davison and
if 4 Beaird in turning the commemorative silver
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spade.

Left photo:
Elizabeth Kidd and her mother, Jane Vandiver
Kidd, unveil the portrait of Elizabeth's grand~
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father, former Governor Ernest Vandiver.
Ground-breaking ceremonies for the new Law Library Annex and the presentation of the portrait of former
Governor Ernest Vandiver were the highlights of the Law School's Joint Meeting Weekend November
1~~
.
The events began Friday morning with a meeting of the Board of Visitors. The Law School Association
Council met the next day. The two groups came together for the Friday evening banquet honoring
Governor Vandiver.
The ground-breaking ceremony took place at 3:30 p.m. at the construction site on Herty Drive. Erwin A.
Friedman, Chairman of the Board of Regents, was the main speaker. Other speakers included Acting
Chancellor Vernon Crawford, University President Fred Davison, Dean Ralph Beaird, and Board of Visitors
Chairman Robert Jordan. Student Bar Association president Dana Miles introduced Friedman.
Justice Robert Jordan spoke on the career achievements and civic contributions of Ernest Vandiver at
the dinner which was held at the Athens Country Club. Howell Hollis, chairman of the portrait contribution
committee, presented the portrait to the school and also gave to Dean Beaird a gift of the contributions in
excess of the portrait cost for the Law School Fund. President Davison accepted the portrait on behalf of
the University. It will hang in the Law Building with the portraits of other law graduates who have served as
Georgia's governor.
During the Saturday morning activities, a portrait of Judge Robert Lee Russell, Jr. was presented to the
School by the Vandiver family. Russell, a 1950 graduate of the School and brother-in-law of Ernest
Vandiver, was judge on the Georgia Court of Appeals from 1962 until his death in 1965.
Eighteen new members of the Order of the Coif were inducted during the weekend, and the Law School
was host to the Younger Lawyers Section of the State Bar of Georgia for its executive board meeting and
social events. The Joint Meeting Weekend ended with a brunch for the Law School Association Council
and Board of Visitors followed by the Georgia-Auburn football game.
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they do exist, we can easily remedy them.
"I am more concerned about another quality to be
acquired in law school which is much moreintangibleand
difficult to define, let alone teach. It is the spirit of responsibility for the public good, which I think is at the soul of
both great lawyers and great law schools.
"I believe there are periods in the lives of each one of
us when, as Stephen Vincent Benet said, "there comes a
crack in time itself" when the outside world seems to
stand still for a brief span, and we are able to rediscover
the truth and the worth of the values and the ethics on
which we try to build our private lives and our public
institutions. I think one of these times comes to a young
man or woman when he or she undertakes the study of
law.Somehow,the study of this struggleof societyto inch
itself forward, and conserve its progress through law,
brings into focus the great values, beliefs and visions
which have motivatedand ennobledthe best of men and
elevated all of mankind.
"It isthis crack in time in the lives of its students which a
law school must grasp to imbue them with a sense of
responsibilityto participatein the effort to advance those
values, beliefs and visions; to contribute to those great
currents of human thought and endeavor which are constantly reshaping the landscapes of our civilization.
"I would not presume to tell you how you do this; but I
am convincedthat you cannot have a great center for the
teaching of law which does not do it.
"The people of this State have expressed both their
hopes and confidence in this University through the
commitment of tremendous resources to it. In turn, the
University has identified the enhancement of this Law
School as one of its most significantgoals. I am sure the
building for which we are hereby breaking ground today
will serveboth purposes in a manner inwhich all of us can
be justly proud.
"Thank you."

Ceremonies
Signal
LawLibraryAnnex
Construction
Start
". . . As Chairman of the Board of Regents, it is a
privilege and a delight for meto participatewith you today
in what may truthfully be termed as commencement
exercises for the addition to the Law Library.
"I want you to know that as a Regent, I take no umbrage in being cast in the role of a hole digger. This hole,
at least, is not one which the Board will have to dig itself
out of. Furthermore, having lacked the good grace to be
an alumnus of this Law School, I am consoled and flattered by your invitation to an Emory man to help you get
started.
". . . I do not need to recite to this audience the truly
extraordinary accomplishments of the University of
Georgiain its modern historyunder the stewardshipof Dr.
Davison. While the growth and development of this institution into one with true Universitycredentialshas been
the result of the efforts of many Georgians and the resources they committed, it is appropriateon this occasion
that the Board of Regents recognize and express our
appreciation to Dr. Davison for the superb leadership he
has provided. The forward leap of this University in the
academic world in recent years has to be one of the most
significant accomplishments in the history of this State.
". . . Two of those in authority who had a vision of this
School's potential in the early 1960'swere GovernorCarl
Sanders and Dean Alton Hosch who are with us today,
and who are deserving of our special recognition. The
spirit of their leadership was carried forward by their
successors and is today being further enhanced under
the excellent administration of Dean Beaird.
"The new library addition that will stand on this site is
further evidence of the dedication of those in authority to
the continuing task of improving the quality of legal education in this State.
". . . Legal education has not fully escaped the syndrome of rapid change which seems to have engulfedthe
very warp and woof of our lives today. The same demands for "accountability," for "competency" and for
"relevance" that face higher education in general also
confront our law schools.
"In both scope and quality, legal education in this
country has improved dramatically in the last few decades. Still, there are voices raised in criticism, including
some from those who occupy the very highest places in
the legal profession, declaring that our law schools are
not doing a good enough job of imparting legal skills and
competencies to their graduates. I do not fully agree with
these criticisms, and I am confident that, to the extent

Board of Regents Chairman Erwin Friedman gives
keynote address.
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Library Annex Structure Rises
Despite Heavy Winter Rain
Construction on the Law Library Annex began November 19, 1979. The $1.7 million addition will rise on
the west side of Herty Drive adjacent to the present Law Library. It is being constructed alongside a
classroom building for the College of Business and School of Environmental Design, neighbors to the
School of Law.
The superintendent of the project, which is being handled by Barge Construction Company of Atlanta,
said that the original timetable for completion has been altered because of un firm rock, heavy rain during
the winter months, and the relocation of underground power cables. The target date is now February 5,
1981 with the dedication coming on Law Day. Architects for the annex are the Atlanta firm of Jova, Daniels
and Busby.
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