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White permanently takes deanship
Hanner White became permaRebecca
nent dean of Georgia Law on October

areas of labor law, employment law, employment discrimination and labor arbitration,
she joined the law school faculty in 1989.

1, after serving in the position on an interim
basis for 14 months. She is the 12th dean of
the school and the first female to head the
unit in its 145-year history.
UGA provost and senior vice president for
academic affairs Arnett C. Mace Jr. said he
and UGA President Michael F. Adams
decided to appoint White to the position
based on her outstanding performance in the
interim role and strong support from the
school’s faculty, staff and alumni.
White, who also holds a J. Alton Hosch
Professorship in the school, became interim
dean July 1, 2003.
“Rebecca has clearly demonstrated that she
has the necessary combination of professional competence and personal leadership skills
to guide the law school’s growth in the coming years,” Adams said. “The school has
made important advances under her leadership as interim dean, and we are delighted
that she will continue to devote her energy,
vision and commitment to attaining higher
goals of academic excellence.”

The 12th dean of Georgia Law, Rebecca White. Photo courtesy of
Alison Church/Fulton County Daily Report.

Mace added that White’s relationship with
the school’s faculty, students and alumni was
an important factor in her appointment.
“Rebecca has the respect of her fellow faculty members as well as staff and students in
the law school, and she has also won the confidence of Georgia’s legal community, which
is heavily comprised of Georgia Law graduates,” Mace said. “This network of support
will be extremely valuable as she works to
strengthen instruction, scholarship and outreach in the school.”
Prior to becoming interim dean, White was
associate provost and associate vice president
for academic affairs. An authority in the

White received the Josiah Meigs Award,
UGA’s top teaching honor, in 2000, and law
graduates have chosen her six times to
receive the law school’s Faculty Book Award
for teaching excellence. She is a member of
UGA’s Teaching Academy and has been a
senior teaching fellow and a senior faculty
fellow for the Foundation Fellows program.
She is coauthor of a textbook and a treatise
on employment discrimination, has written
numerous articles for law reviews and is on
the editorial board of the Labor Law Journal.
Her scholarship is often cited in decisions by
federal and state courts across the country.
White graduated first in her class from
the University of Kentucky College of Law
and served as a judicial clerk to Chief Judge
George C. Edwards of the 6th Circuit U.S.
Court of Appeals. She practiced labor and
employment law with the Cincinnati office
of Dinsmore & Shohl for seven years before
joining UGA.
- Written in part by Larry Dendy

Georgia Supreme Court sits in Athens
In October, Georgia Law was honored to host an en
banc session of the Supreme Court of Georgia. This
was the sixth trip of the state’s highest court to
Athens. While at the school, the court heard three
arguments, and scores of students and
members of the general public were able to witness
the proceedings.
Although the justices normally hear oral arguments at
the State Judicial Building in downtown Atlanta, they
try to hold one or two special sessions outside the
state’s capital each year. The court’s last trip to the
UGA campus was in 1998.
Georgia Law Dean Rebecca H. White said the opportunity to see the Georgia Supreme Court in action is of
tremendous value to law students. “They get to
observe how attorneys and judges interact in one of the
most important legal venues,” she said.
Georgia Law alumni argued in all three of the cases.
12
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Georgia Supreme Court justices heard oral arguments in the
law school’s Hatton Lovejoy Courtroom during October (l. to r.) Hugh P. Thompson, Leah Ward Sears, Norman S.
Fletcher (LL.B.’58), Robert Benham (J.D.’70), George H.
Carley (LL.B.’62) and P. Harris Hines.

Former Governor Roy Barnes (J.D.’72) was
one of several Law Dawgs who argued before
the state’s highest court in Athens.
Photos courtesy of Dot Paul, UGA Photographic Services.
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Subsidy reform – the key to successful agricultural globalization?
s more countries seek to capitalize on the
A
opportunities available through a global
agricultural market, subsidies are increasingly
becoming a hot topic among the World Trade
Organization’s 148 member nations. At a
November conference titled “Agriculture and
the WTO - Subsidies in the Cross Hairs,”
experts gathered at Georgia Law to provide
their perspectives about agricultural globalization and the support some countries provide
to their farmers.

declaring American cotton subsidies unfair.
While the United States is appealing the
WTO’s decision in the case, Dooley said it is
time for the United States to be a leader for
third-world countries and make changes to
its agricultural support initiatives.
While Dooley stressed the importance of a
world market to the agricultural industry,
some U.S. farmers are “skeptical” about this
trend, National Farmers Union President
David Frederickson said.
One of the goals of the WTO’s Doha
Development Agenda, which provides mandates for multilateral trade negotiations, is to
maintain a fair agricultural trade system by
improving current global market conditions
and restrictions. But Frederickson said the
current negotiations do not seem to be taking into account the best interests of U.S.
farmers and ranchers.

California Congressman Cal Dooley (l.) delivers the
keynote address while Dean Rusk Center Interim Director
Don Johnson (J.D.’73) looks on.

In his keynote address, “The Need for Reform
– A View from Capitol Hill,” U.S. House
Rep. Cal Dooley said the United States should
welcome agricultural globalization.
“I’m becoming increasingly concerned that
some of our agricultural leaders in the country are drifting away from globalization and
are being seduced by the false allure of protectionism,” he said. “Our failure to view it as
an opportunity will result in the stagnation
and demise of the U.S. agriculture industry.”
As the world population increases so will the
demand for agricultural products, and the
United States has the potential to supply this
increased demand, Dooley continued.
Furthermore, there is such a difference
between the United States and developing
countries that “we shouldn’t be surprised
when developing countries demand [the]
reform of our domestic farm policy program,” he said.
Recently, the WTO issued a decision in a
case between the United States and Brazil,

The next few years are important for global
agricultural policy, not just because WTO
Doha Round negotiations will continue but
also because the United States will start
drafting its next farm bill, Huenemann said.
The conference was sponsored by the Dean
Rusk Center – International, Comparative
and Graduate Legal Studies and UGA’s
College of Agricultural and Environmental
Sciences.
“Our purpose in organizing conferences like
this is to increase the understanding of the policy and decisions involved in these significant
global issues,” Dean Rusk Center Interim
Director Don Johnson (J.D.’73) said. “This is
best accomplished by having our panels made
up of people who are directly involved in and
directly affected by the process.”

American Farm Bureau Federation President
Bob Stallman indicated that many foreign
countries need infrastructure improvements
in order for the global agricultural economy
to succeed.
“Developing countries must have better
access to modern transportation, marketing
infrastructure, production technology and
tools,” Stallman said. “The development of
their economic system is key for [these
nations] to be able to take advantage of [the]
reform. … In this round of [WTO] negotiations, developing nations have a big role.
But, because they do, [these countries] need
to be prepared to partake in the entire banquet of subsidy reform, and that includes the
main course of market access.”
Jon E. Huenemann, senior vice president of
Fleishman-Hillard Government Relations
and a former U.S. trade official, agreed that
one of the critical issues in global agricultural trade is market access.
“Global markets present enormous opportunities,” he said. “But we are by no means
realizing the extent in agriculture. This is
largely due to agricultural policy.”

Key players in the American agricultural market discuss
key factors affecting international trade – (l. to r.)
National Farmers Union President David Frederickson,
American Farm Bureau Federation President Bob
Stallman and Fleishman-Hillard Government Relations
Senior Vice President Jon Huenemann.

In addition to the private sector agricultural
representatives quoted above, a panel of senior government representatives from the
United States, European Union and Brazil
discussed the current status of multilateral
negotiations and the likelihood of success of
the Doha Round. Additionally, a panel of
legal experts – William A. Gillon (J.D.’83),
counsel for the National Cotton Council;
David Palmeter, counsel for Brazil; and
Michigan State University College of Law
Professor Kevin C. Kennedy – discussed the
WTO cotton dispute case.
- Julie Camp
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Georgia Law enrolls quality class in which
females are the majority
or the first time ever, women comprise
the majority of the first-year entering
class at Georgia Law. Out of the 235 students beginning their three-year pursuit of a
Juris Doctor, 126 (54 percent) are female
and 109 (46 percent) are male. This class also
boasts an undergraduate median grade point
average of 3.65, tying a school record, and a
median Law School Admissions Test score of
162. Additionally, the top quarter of the
entering class scored a 164 or higher on the
LSAT and earned a 3.82 or better undergraduate GPA.

F

“We are pleased that we have such a quality
first-year class,” Georgia Law Director of
Admissions Giles W. Kennedy said. “For the
second year in a row, we had a record number of applicants (2,870), so our admissions
team spent many hours reviewing applications. In the end, we enrolled just over 8 percent of those applying,” he said.
“Over the years, the number of women comprising our entering class has increased, and
we have come close to breaking the 50 percent mark several times,” Kennedy said.
Other law schools are experiencing a similar
rise in the number of female students as the
percentage of women applying to ABAapproved law schools is growing. In 1988,
women comprised 42.6 percent of the
national applicant pool. This figure rose to
43.4 percent in 1993, 47.4 percent in 1998
and 48.4 percent in 2003.
According to an article in The New York
Times, several factors are driving the increase.
“While certainly seeking the security, income
and prestige that have long drawn men to the
law, women are also reacting to the decline of
real and perceived barriers in the legal profession. ... The attraction for many young
women is not so much the law itself but the
opportunities a degree may open up.”
The entering class of 2004 also includes 44
minority students of which 29 are African
American. In keeping with the law school’s
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Georgia Law in the news
Retaining Material Witnesses

commitment to provide the finest legal
education to state residents, 80 percent of
first-year students hail from Georgia. The
average age of the entering students is 24.

ENTERING CLASS OF
2004 AT A GLANCE
(Graduating Class of 2007)
Class Size

235

Gender
Male
Female

46%
54%

Ethnicity
African American
Other Minority
Non Minority

12%
6%
82%

Residency
Georgia Resident
Non-Resident

80%
20%

States Represented

22

Institutions Represented

81

Most Common
Undergraduate Institutions
(number of students)

University of Georgia (60), Emory
University (14), Berry College (7),
the Georgia Institute of
Technology (7), Washington and
Lee University (7) and Duke
University (6)

Protecting the Textile Industry
The U.S. textile industry is expected to undergo significant changes now that the quota
limit on China’s textile imports is no longer in
effect. Textile leaders have lobbied the U.S.
government for safeguard restrictions on
Chinese imports. “To some extent, though,
[safeguards are] only a Band-Aid,” C. Donald
Johnson, Dean Rusk Center interim director,
said in the Austin American-Statesman and
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. “What
companies are doing, in effect, is just trying
to build a wall up against a hurricane.”

Georgia’s Gay Marriage
Amendment
In the months leading up to the 2004 presidential election, the Georgia gay marriage
amendment sparked controversy statewide. In
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, professors
Milner S. Ball, Charles R.T. O’Kelley and Scott C.
Titshaw said the amendment, which was
eventually approved by an overwhelming
majority of voters, had misleading and confusing language. “Voters might never know
that by voting in favor of the amendment they
were also voting against benefits,” Ball said.

Evolution and Religion

LSAT/GPA Profile
LSAT
GPA

In the wake of 9/11, America is trying to figure out how to combat terrorism. Professor
Ronald L. Carlson indicated in The New York
Times that changes in the material witness
law now make it easier for the government
to hold people in terrorism investigations.
“The law was designed to hold Mr. A, the
material witness, to testify about a crime
committed by Mr. B, the suspect,” he said.
“Now they are locking up Mr. A as a material
witness to the crime of Mr. A. The notion is,
‘We’ll hold him until we develop probable
cause to arrest him for a crime.’”

75th Percentile

Median

164
3.82

162
3.65

Note: The Georgia Law application deadline has
been moved to February 1, one month earlier than
the historical deadline of March 1.

Today, Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution
still frequently causes heated debates. Last
fall, during a visit to Canada, evolution guru
Edward J. Larson gave a speech about the
integration of science and religion and how
the Galapagos Islands fit in the current theory of organic evolution. Prior to his visit,
Larson was featured in The Edmonton
Journal, where he talked about the use of
evolution to prove the existence of God.
“Evolution doesn’t necessarily say whether
God was part of the process,” he said. “It
doesn’t tell you about the existence of God.”

